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SOCIETY FOR INTESRNATION FOLK DANCING .
NEWS SEEET No. 22,
DECEMBER, 1949,
......... JANUARY, 1950,

FROM THE CHAIRMAN TO ALL MELVBERS .

May I extend to you on bohalf of vour Cormittoee very sincerc good wishes for
Christnas end the New Year, For a New Year thought I would ask you all to regember
our need for new members. If sach onc of us brought ONE new nember each year we
would soon be in & nuch stronger positions With = larger membership it would be
very much easier for us to have the horo of our own vhich we so baily need,

Please do make a real effort to sce that we double our nenbership in 1950,

Fron Miss Ana Lise Rasrussen - our good friend fron Denmark « I have received
& couple of books on Danish Tolk Dancinge They make a welcome addition to my
collection which I shell hend to the Society when we have o proper place to keep
thens They are too precious to just hand round and, cventually, disappear.

You are all, nost probably, aware of the groat need of the English Folk Dance
and Song Society for funds to roeot their rebuilding costse A% our last Cormittes
Meeting we decided to sond, on your behalf, Ten Guineas as s small contribution
to this good causes We have now rocelved a very appreciative letter of thanks
fron Mr. Dougles Kennedy to whon we are indobted so greatly,

--------- Charles Fawkes,
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING,

The A.G.Me was hold at Carlyle School on Wednesday October 26th - 30 mombers
attended and heard appeals fror the Chairmen, Mary Butterworth and Irene Price
for rore mombers and a bettor standard of dancings,

The Treasurer, Bert Price was away on holidey end his report was read by the
Cheirmen, in it he said, "the financinl standing of the Society was quite firm",

The result of the 6lection for the now cormitteoc was as follows ;=

Chairmen soe Mr. Charles Fawkecs o
Treasurer ess lIr, Bert Prico. ;
Secretary ¢cee Miss Marie Lo Forts '

"

Mary Butterworth,

" Irene Price,

" Gladys Noble, A"
Ure Alun Thonas,

" Philip Thornton,

" Henry Schuster.

....... o Marie Lo Fort,

On Monday November 14th the Society gave it's fgist denonstration for close on
§ix nonths, This demonstration neant a lot of really hard work for the people
involved, They deronstrated and danced for oher two hours, and as several of this '
group were demonstrating for the very first time, I en doubly grateful to then, ]

The dence took place at the College of Dormeshic Scicnee,Buckinghan Palace Road. P

Un Mondey,Novenber 21st, thore is another demonsiration at Dorking Hells,Dorki *
for the Central Council for Physical Recreationa Although the group is not really
ready for enother demonstretion so scon after the other,wo heve agreed to dance
at the request of a valuable friend of the Society Miss West of the C«C P.Re

Nevertheless,although we can chalk up two demonstrations for Novenber, our
group has still ruch hard work snd self sacrifice to male if we are to return to
anything like the high standard of dencing which used to be ours,

We have again been asked to denonstrate at the Central Hall Westminster, on
January, 4th,

/

SR Ircne Price.

Another weekeend in Godaluing is being arranged for FEBRUARY' - please contact
Bert Price if interésted for details, Bert also wishes to remind you, there are
still some Xnas Cards for sale = price, 3d. PLAIN 6d, COLOURED,

The English Folk Dance & Song Society are holding a New Year Festival of Folk
Dancing at the Albert Ilall on Friday 6th and Saturday 7th JANUARY, 7e304p oo

e e

% I

= e

o —



P




PR XY

THE SOCIETY FOR

INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING.

CLASSES AND DANCES FOR DECEMBER & JANUARY .

CLASSES AT CARLYLE SCHOQOL, Hg%BFSIA ROAD, CHELSEA, SWe

Mary Butterworth & Gladys Noble,

Very Butterworth & Gladys Nobles

FRIDAY DECEMBER « 2nd. ————
WEDNESDAY 7th
FRIDAY i 9th 2essor Cyriax,
WEDNESDAY 1 14th
FRIDAY ! 16th ————
WEDNESDAY o 21lst PARTY ==
DANCES o
SUNDAY 5 41h

3 & 1lth CECIL SHARP

g " 18th INNS OF. COURT,

- -

CLASSES AT CARLYLE SCHOOL.

See News Sheects

INNS OF COURT, Lyury Lane, Henry Schuster,

HOUSE ¢ Jan Harriss,

Bort Prioce,

Mourie Pfeffer,
Henry Schuster.
Arnold Meads &
Marion Hill,

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 1lth Mary Butterworth & Gladys Nobleo,
FRIDAY o 13th ———
WEDNESDAY n 18th Mary Butterworth & Gladys Noble,
FRIDAY = 20th ———
WEDNESDAY r 25th Mary Butterworth & Gladys Noble,
FRIDAY 5 27ch ——
: On the last threec dates, we are hoping to have a
visit from a Polish Group of Dancers.

DN CES o
SUNDAY JANUARY.  8th INNS OF COURT .

" 1" 1 5 .'G h it 1n

n 1 2] ond 1" "

" " 29th CECIL SHARP HOUSE.

-

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP .

PLEASE ENROL ME AS As) FULL MEMBER sve
ASSOCIATE MEMBER ..

(strikc ouvt as
I ENCLOSE HEREWITHE THE SUM CF AND

©8Coe00ccoes

Charles Fawkese

10ss 6ds per annum
589 Od‘ 1" 1"
roquired)

IIEREBY AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE

CONSTITUTION AND TO FURTIER THE OBJECTS OF TIE SOCIETY AS STATED IN THE

ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION,

Applicant's FULL Neme and Address ( CAPITALS PLEASE ),
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Dances fron England,Ireland,Scotland and Denmarks Tickets
Cecil Sharp Ilouse, telephone No«GUL2206 or Albert Iall, pri

On Wednesdey DECEMBER 21st at Carlyle School,Chelses,
Xnas Partye. The Cormittee thought it would be = good idee

are available fronm
ce 2/= to 15/,

we are having a special
if this was & Dutch Treaf,

éveryone bringing something along to eat, DIlesse wear your costumes and bring your

friendss The bend hes pronised to be in attendance, and we
of fun. Any suggestions towards the entertainment would b

ere hoping to have lots
e appreciated,

Philip Thornton is about to heve = rather unpleasant operation, This means that

we shall not being seeing him on the dance floor for meny w

ecks=possibly till March,

This news is a nesty shock to him and he has esked us to convey to all Members his
deep regret and apologys We in our turn extend our very best wishes for his quick

recovery,

That's all for the news = now here is an article we hope you will enjoy,
HERE WE GO ROUND* TIE MULBERRY BUSIH,

When I was asked to call in one evening over two years
(Idare not call it a lesson) on the Xolo = lots of you were

ago and give a demonstratin
very bored and some were

even annoyeds Now the Advanced Class can scarcely be restrained fronm doing themn

whenever I turn up. Why is this?

The circular-dence is the rost encient and primitive of all surviving dance forms;
RingeamRoses,Nuts in Mey,Sellingers Round, the Eighthanded Reel, are all members of the

same fanily as the Xolo or Hora or Choro (as it is known in

Portugal)s 1In the first

dawn of tribael dencing, long before 'steps!' wore of any inportence, mankind linked
hands and shuffled round in a circles Sonctimes he formed up in long snakey chain
singing and stampings I have secon thisg survival of the circle=dence amongst the
Pygmies in the Upper Congo areass Two or three hundred tiny little people who look
as if they had stepped out of the tre€s and sracks in the rocks, holding hands and

dancing rather gsedately round a dead elephant, I have also

seen in Macedonia, whole

villages dancing in almest the exact movements of the 4th Century B.C. friezes.
What mekes them do it and why do we find it still has = negic pull in the austere and

completely uninspiring atnosphere of an L.C.C, gfﬁasium?

I'1l try to tell youwand I am very interested to know if you agree (if you have

eny ideas let's start a correspondence in our News Sheet ).

When men and women dance in couples, they dance together as two isolated members
of the cormunity=even though there may be two hundred couples on the floor at once,
Our 1949 existence here in industrialised England has practically destroyed the commund

instincte Though they rub shoulders every day in the tubes

end buses, the nine million

Londoners know nothing about each other=but the 80 villagers in a Macedonien hemlet
know everything about each other, They dence together as in a circle as one single

man, not as 40 couples,

The instinct to tget together! is still very strong in

dencers even though our

industrialised life has done everything toc destroy it, In the group dance or

circular dance our own personalities reccede intoc the dance,

Ve ere for the moment

swallowed up in its Twenty legs and twenty arms all move together in perfect timew
defeating the intricasies of the rhythn=pattern and the movenment patters The magic
'pull! tekes us over; oud fatigue is absorbed into the dence, and we suddenly realise

that it's terrific fun. The prosaic atmosphere of Carlyle S

chool fades away and

quite suddenly out tiny unit ,£ red=faced and perspiring dencers has discovered the

most ancient of the secrets=unity of mind and bodye It does

'nt metter is we make mis=

takes, it does'nt matter if we are newcomerse Provided that the strength of the
group is big enough it absorbs the new elements and they learn by the best and most

encient method =~ observation and inmitation,

You need to find out for yourself a new sort of self=co
dance with eny freedoms I have been astonished to see how %
of the dancing has improved,not merely of the circular dence
couples-dances you already knowe But there is room for vast

ntrol before you can

he whole general standerd
s, but of the complicated
improvement yet,

I am grateful to you all for trying my experiment and as the weeks g0 by, I hope
to write further notss: that may be of interest to youz but we shall not meet I'm afraid

for guite a time, as I have %o undergo a rather nasty oporat
records and I shall be thinking of you cach week and hoping
have learnede I don't think you willebecause you have disco
the magic of the Mulberry Bush.

ione Meenwhile,you have my
you wont forget all you
vered on you own initiative

i Philip Thornton,
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