
/

DI!E•'/

-               -'-`9i§           _            --

\

rf*`.   `      t` .---.-----.             ` -.,-`  ,------       "

FF -, `



SOCIETY      FOR      INTERNATIONAL     FOLK     DANCING.
NEWS      SHEET F"RUARY,

1951,

./-.1

Eon.  Treeis;
Mr.  H.J.Price,                   I
70,   Meadowoourt,
S ,E , 3 ,

\'...~ ---., \'  .I_.i. I      _ _ _  ,

` ..-.. ''  Mii5s`'  M.J.Le   Fort .
3,   Sehwn  Roeid,
Upton  Manor,  I.13.

\` ,,  .

\
'Hpn,   See;

\.    .    in,,  ;
cLAsSES  AT]   cARL¥m   ScHonL,rflpFapENSIAT RE;CHELSRA,s.w.      7.5o.p..in.   -9.3Q.p in.

di¥8E¥#Eri±aso#M.F#
MUS IC,

:::i:    g%¥sthH:.    J  ;   ithRy !B,tryTER,i.-OLGA...ifeoMs.I

mapNFSDA'¥  7th. `      Eslowifi.HT````,
'    "              14th.     ,.SvySDtsII.  :
:I,

`''

inwiLNbED  cIAssEs .
FRIDAY ,

''
I,

''

2nd.      SVVI]DISH.
9th.     POLISH.

I..i`.9 yR IAJ[ ;',..::
IEROMS

RTH .HORAon , MAITLArm`:-.-   criARiEs  .inwREs .

16th.      KOLO.                     .BH
23rd.      SWEDISH.        ,{.  Dr,`.i

IENs   oF   couRE   in sslon,DRURE{::S[AQHi.::
SUNDAY.            4th; ---- IVOR   SOBER-;.

IP  ,HO CORPS..

-9,50,a,in,

ding,TITREapGE*-`t

ffEYsg'##ELffi#S.;:QunENswA¥;|jtigAREiY

1|th'

25t;h.  `   ¥p`R`\apBE-R`i5iffi
``...i

„

a  RAarD,
'1',

Y§VAgiv-a,W.2..  6'..5Q.p im.   -

S,io   by    ',       ,          JIM...'plTngRAD-GE  !`\q`  BAIND
•'Gedup  will  be `iaving  :it\

The   HARROW.`GREN
Dr.  Cyriex  and  Ghadys

theo
COnd W1

ee  Meeting  on  Thursday  Jan®  18th.   Irene  Weller  dsked
elieve  her  from  the  duties  of  Demonstration  Secretary.  'Th®

th  regret  accepted  her  resignation,  and  wish  to  place  on
record  their  appreoi8Ltion  for  eill  the  work  she  has  done  on  behalf  of  the  Society,
they  feel  sure  all  Members  will  agree  the.t  Irene  has  Carried  out  onerous  duties

rslJ--..--
The  Committee  has  apked  Marjory  L&thELm  to  fill  this  vacdnoy.  and  she

has  accepted.    M&rjory  will  have   Irenets  full  support  and  all  Members`8.re 'asked
to  co-operate  with  her  in  this  difficult  job.                                       `..-`.I

The  Cornrnittee  felt  that  now  Irene`has  mol.e  time  to   s`p`are,   she  would
be  able  to   give  a  i.ittle  to   the  work  of  looking  after  costumes,..`..~6.,to';   so. have
asked  her  to  take   o`ri`er  the  job  of  ''oustodianship  of  present  .,c.oat.the+s,  `books
and   fur,thor ``.§,.tndy  of  Folk  .Costumes" ..,. Yo'u  may  not   ]mow,   but``.':..`.Ixpn6..:I:.has   alre,eidy``.-i           V                          ....  :.       _    '    `-I   _   -_     ---_   u       ___   -      ___   `'  ,       _

done   &`gr-e.at`...dgai   in  this   ifespect   and`''it   is   something  she
further...      `,.;I

willi{ng  to  Carry

• Im  "iew  of. this  new  work  Irene  is  taking  on,   she  r`equasts  rmemt}drs
who  trove  posta±rds   of  FJatioria.I  Costime  or  photographs   of  our  folk.d8,ire.6s` t8:Hen
qt  wee{k-ends  or  dances,  will  let  h5'r  have  them  for  the  va.Pious  albtins  she  is``
o`qmpiling,   the  p`©ople  in  the  pho-tog  rie`ed  not  be  in  costume.

---
I)EMOINSPRAIIORTS.                                                    .+

some -of  the'D©monstration  Group   ggive  a  display'for;`.'      t.   On  Thurs;,Jam.4th
the  CounQil  .f`or  Education  in.' World..P`i.t`izgfi;`hip  at   the   Cen€r&l   H8.1l,We-stm-inster.
The  dancirig.  v&S  very`,`.`inuoh  apprgc.i&ted  bar.I.,.the   several   hundred  students  present.
Loudest,  applqu§e  went   to   Bert,  an.q`.'`.Ivor  for,.their  "OKdan6";  who  w6re` hot   Only
funny` in\th6  right`.places,  but  were `perf`ec,t. in  timing  and  st;eps.     Qxdans.'was  not
just   ap`,`:,.anus.ihg  piece  of  miming, 'but   a  dan6',©,.`as  well.     So   greatly  has.the

::€E:}¥`:`i`g=:E.'#:`Fs`:g::£°£:|ft=&:e£List`::]E=°uP' ``ivere  able  to  Change  into  a  different\+

•  .   .`:    On `E,qurs;Jar.18th  a  small   group .gav6  a  demonstration  for  the  St.Georgets
Sooial``dlub,P*tin:e`r`., ,`1  understand  t-he  evenihg  was  most  enjoyable  to  all  c6noermed.

In  Flab,rfuquriy,;  we  have  b-een  as`ked  t,`o   give  a  display  at   the  Jut`il6e-.fi`6.-
Union  of  the  Canp'ipg '`C.1ub  of ,Gt.Britain  &  I±ela,nd,   at  the  New  Hortioultral  Hall.
In  March,  we  a.re   dapons.t.ra.ting  for  the  Loya,1.Order  of  Moose,   Croydon.

Irene  Weller®
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We  regret  being  unable  to  book  Hillside  Guest  House  for  our  usual
Fe'oruary  Eance  week-end,  but   are  pleased  to  a.dvise  all  Members  that  we  have
arranged  a  week-end  &t   Surrey  Crest   International  Guest  House  from March  2nd.
to  Ma.roh  4th.

Surrey  Crest  is  situated  in  INorth  Park  Lane,Godstone,Surrey  and  is
reached  by  GI'een  Line   Coach  from  Baker  St;MCLrble  Arch,ftyde  Park  Cnr.or  from
Victoria;   book  to  Godstone  Green®

Surrey  Crest. is   appDoached  by  a  private  lane  a  mile  fl.om  the  nearest
Main  road.    The  house  is  500ft  up  on  the  South  side  of  a  hill  which  rises  gently
to  780ft  and with  the  exception  or  5  or  4  houses  the  surrounding  country  is
virgin  and  unspoiled.

The  aooormodation  ig   in  small  bungs.lows   or  oho.lets   and  bedrooms   are
for  one,   two  or  three  persons.

IIeo.ting  is  maintained  day  and  night,  running  hot  wa.tor  is  instantly
a;vailEible,   either  in  the  bedroom  or  close  at  hand.

Ehere  is  an  exoellent  reading  room  and,   or  course,   a  fine  ballroom.
On  Saturday  cLfternoon  a  class  will  be  held  between  2.30.p.in.  and  4.30.p.in.
and  again  aLt  5.30.p.in.  to  6.30.p.in.   end  EL  genercil  dance  will  be  run  ln  the
?vexing  after  dinner.

Ihe  surrounding  country  is  idea.1  for  long  or  short  rambles  and
horse  riding  is  available,  also,  Archery,Penis.Fencing.Badminton,Darts,Chess,
Table-tennis,   eto;   can  eill  be  indulged  in®   `

5|s.6d.  frg:EL;£::er;°5±i°:= (¥::%.3 o£:) 3t:eg:n±:y2::;°{£.38:p:::)Single  rooms
Since  we  have  booked  for  a  party  of  30  only.  Members  wishing  to  Come

r`  must  give  their  names  with  los.Od.  booking  fee  to  a  Comit;tee  Member  immediately.
I-I

Many  times  I  have  a8±ed  for  Contributions  to  the  mews-sheet,   I  have
had  promises  in  the  past,  but  this  month  one  of  the  Cormittee  ha,s  decided  to  write„

''As  a  oont;fast  to  the  ra.ther  earthy  flirtation  of  the  Bavarian'Landler,
we  would  now  like  to  show you  the  fiery  abandon  of  the  Italian  la.rantella".
After  that  we  might  easily  switch  to  the  dresden  China-like  daintiness  of  the
Meitsohi  Putz-di,   the  de8p8.ir  of  Vo  S8.du  Li,   the  feaLthery  flirtation _of_ Butter`fly-,
PolkaL,   the  soulfulness   of  Ktijawiak,   tha  -saica6m  of  La  I)anza.

Much  8.s   ou±  demonstrations   are,   how  very  much  more  they  might  bej
the   .much  &s  they  a.rot  bit  is  my  own  -other  more  informed  opinions   differi
I  sa;y   'much  as  they  arel   because,   I  cam  see  how  much  I  have  acquired  since,
three  years  a,go.   I  started  leal'ning  folk  damoing,   and  through  what  a  small
source .,,,,±th  the  exception  of  swedish  dances   (thank  you  I)I.ocyrial).Estonian

dances,(thanks   Gla.dys   cund  Mourie),   Kolos(t;honks  Philip)   and  odd  dances   taught
by  passing  instructors,   all   the  other  dances  have  been  t]assed  on  +.a  mo  hv  +t:7^BiR

l`p£:;:i:i:jeii#:i:;::ifeatp:r±:::::;¥:i::§§§gh::::;::£::::i:;:i:::;::::::i:;:ers
before  them  in  our  Society  but  during  the  three  years  of  my  knowledge,  these  two
by  their  efforts  have  spread  the  knowledge  -  to  the  ez[tent  that  some  of  us  now
are  able  to  teach  the  simpler  dances  to  newcomers.     I  speaH,   of  Course,   of
Mary  and   Irene.

Most  of  you  must  agree  with  me  too,   I  think,  when  I  say  that  for  the
gruelling  and  thankless  task  of  teaching  the  more  difficult  dances  and  for
encouraging  and  instilling  into  our  dancing  that  polish,  finesse  and  accura.y
without  which  a  demc>nstration  is  best  not  undertaken,  Mary  and  Irene  are  the
only  t,wo  people  with  the  necessary  haowledge,   experience  and  ability.

Ilo  doabt  with  the  vast  field  that  our  dances  cotyer,  they  have   their
differences  on  points  of  method,   spirit  or  the  danoe  -  even  on  details  of  the
steps  themselves  and  these  differences.   if  they  exist,  can  pnly  make  their
effol.ts  less  fruitful  -  it  is  not   for  me  to  Contrast  or  Compare  i;hem  here.
My  wish  is  to  enphasise  the  colossal  achievements  already  brought  about  by
their  joint  and  Collective  efforts.

Our  oun  efforts,   of  Course,   are  by  no  means   inconsiderable  ELnd  I
do  not  wish  to  give  the  impression  that  I  think  they  are,  because  I  do  not.
The  two  things  must   go  together  between  teacher  and  pupili    which  brings  me
to  my  main  topic.

At  a  recent  Committee  meeting  we  wel.e  trying  to   fi]c  EL  teacher  for
demonstration  praotioe  at  a  FI'iday  class  and  it  turned  out  that  one  of  our
lady  friends  ds  umble  to  arrive  in  time  to  t;ake  future  Classes.    q]he  other
told  us  in  all  seriousness  that  she  did  not  wish  to  take  future  olas6es
because  she  felt  thELt  spadmodio  and  unequal  attendance  of  men  and  girls,
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and  a  general  lack  of  serious  praotioe  and  enthusiasm render  her  efforts  futile
and  ineffective.    Their  seriousness  forbade  any  doubts  as  to  their  sincerity.

I  rememberes   a  demonstration  practice  whel`e  the  boys   outnumbered
the  girls  by  about  14  to  4®    This  along  made  a  farce  of  practicing  Hc)pakj
the  men  having  to  dance  twice  erid  stagger  though  it  twice  in  orde-..  that  each
girl  might  have  a partner.

The  Members  of  the  Committee  were  dismayed  at  the  thoughts
Provoked  aF:r#:::hM:r;°P=dtE::n:I:::1:v:::I:::::ih::ee±;e¥:ufo o  much -

maybe  they  are  not  critical  enough®    For  ny  pa.rt,   I  think  that  where  a
dancing  teacher  gives  praise  and  encouragement  when  it  is  due,  then  he  or
she  oamot  be  too  critical  -  the  more  exoating  the  better.    Maitres  de
Ballet  are  legion  in  this  respect.

How  can  we  assure  them  bctbh  that  their  work  is  appreciated  and
is  by  no  means  futile?    The  problem  of  lack  of  men  dancers  is  real  and
difficult®     So   come   on,  you  men®

Being  by  no  means  the  least  of  the  offenders  I  carl  splat  freely
without  being  accused  of  preaching.    By  a  process  of  self-questioning  it
appears  that  ny  ov7n  attendance,  although  at  times  unavoidably  prevented
through  vocational  affairs,  has  not  been  quite  so  regular  as  it  might
have  been.

A                    As  to  ny  efforts  whilst  at  Classes,  I  had  thought  I  was  doing\``''fairly  well  but  the  depth  of  feeling  invoked  by  these  things  has  spurred
me  on  to  an  even  greater  effo€t,  by  which  I  hope,   (and  I  hope  we  can  all
dp  the  sa.me)  to  bring  8.bout  that  sparkle  and  feeling  to  our  dancing  that  will
be  a  pride,   Credit  an.d  joy  to  ourselves  and  to  Mary  and  Irene  -  and  an  even
greater  revelation  to  our  audiences.

Mary  and  Irene  are  to  us  what  we,  in  turn,  are  to  the  community
at  large  -  the  only  available  soul'ce  of  what  International  Folk  Dancing  can
be  arid  can  mean  to  us.    '/.\fe  can  all  see  th8Lt  with  its   spreading  wider,   our
work  will  be  greater  in  qu&utity  and  more  arduous  in  nature  -  but  how
pleasaLnt  and  satisftying®    Let  our  work  he  thorough,   exa.ot  and  reliable.

Let  our  Tara.ntellas  bring  with  them  the  warmth  of  the  sun  and
the  smell  of  the  orange  groves  -  make  our  audiences  hold  their  breathe
at  the  lightness  of  the  Butterfly  Polka  -make  them  sad  with  Vo  Sadu  Li  -
make  then  grip  their  seats  at  the  thrill  of  Krakawiak,  K8.rapyet  -make  them,
in  short,   ]mow  whgit   they  miss®

Ma.ke  them  unable  to  help  wanting  to  dance  with  us.

DthRE   THEM   IIANCE .

Jim  Titheradge®
FOOTNorE

As  you  will  see  elsewhere  in  this  news-sheet,   Irene  has
resigned  from  the  position  of  Demonstration  Secl.etal.y  since  this  was
v7ritten,  but  I  am  glad  to  think  -  she  will  be  helping  Marjory  and  will
ailso  be  helping  with  and  taking  demonstration  practices.

Jim,

We  would  like   to  welcome  the   following  new  Members  who  have
joined  since  the  last  news-sheet®       V'Je  hope  you  will   enjoy  dancing  with
us   a,nd  look  forward  to  welcoming  your  friends.

MessDs.  Cherry  Char.lish,Valerie  Sherriff,Enid  Gentry,Kathleen  Mo.Quire.
MeBsrs.  Peter  Vanderlinde  and  Terence  Keegon.

---
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