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FIRST  pRlriclpl,ES  ,v`II:      DAINCE   oF  DEATH

This  ar.ticle  is,   in  effect,   a  footnote  to  last  month's  discussion  on
ecstatic   dances.        In  Eur.oJe  the  dance   of  death  was  cont.empor.aneous  \T.Jith
chorea  major,   tar'antism  and  the  like         But  the  lore  of  many  -peoples  reveals
that  death  dances   in  one   for.in  or.  ano-'cher`  were  widespr.ead  and  of  ancient
or.igin,,        Among  -prtimitive  folk  we  find  the   idea  of  a  mystical  union  between
the  dead  8.nd  the  living,       This  is  papticular`ly  tr.ue  of  civ-ilizations  where
I.eligion  has  been  based  on  or.  developed  from  ancestor  worlship,        The  dance
becene  a  means  of  tr.anspor`ting  the  living  into  the  spirit  world  of  the  dead.
Iri  other.  worlds,   the  dance  could  be  used  to  induce  a  tr.ance   in  which  the
dane.ert  dr.earned  of  the  dead,        In  these  a.reams  the  dead  themselves  often

pped  a  measur.e  -   in  fact   some   of  the  dr.earns  r`eported  are  gr`uesome  enough
be  I.ated  as  nightmar.es,       Witness  this  macabre  vision  of  a  ohavante

Indian:   "a  host  of  skeletons  whir.led  about   in  a  danceg   in  i;haotic  confusion.
The  putrified  flesh  hung  fr'om  i,heir  bones  and  their.  eyes  were  withered  and
serie   in  the   sunken  sockets,        The  air  was  heavy  with  the  foul  stencho"
Friazer   sites  nor.e  than  one   example  fr'om  pr.imitive  Afr'ica  and  friom  primitive
Europe  of  dances  at  funer.als  where  either  the  corpse  itself  is  manipulated,
puppet  fashion  in  a  grotesque  dance  or  one  of  the  mourners  dr.Sped  in  the
dead  man's   shr.oud  and  wear`ing  a  por`tr'ait  mask  performs  a  dance  of  deatho
Gr.eek  and  Roman  vases   show  shriveled  corpses  and/or'   skeletons  dancingo
The  Romans,   nor.eover,   in  typical  eat-drink-and-be-met.ry-for-tomorrow-we-die
spir.it  often  had  small  silver`  Skeletons  dancj.ng  on  the  festive  boar.d.

By  the   time  of  the  Middle  Ages,   however,   the  dance  of  death  had  become
a  "tr.uly  hideous  spectacle",       People  calloused  by  long  and  close  familiar.ity
with  death  now  tended  to  loo'f.  on  the  dance  macabr'e  I,With  a  somewhat  per.vcr.ted
sense  of  humour.,       Johnston  gives  uS  this  description  of  the  dance  as  -per=    ~
forimed  in  the  Cemetiere  des  Innocents  by  people  whose  homes  had  actually
been   desolated   bv   wati^     f`fimitie   rm   .rtpc=+ilz3t`.a             llnfr..___..__   __._.__     .desolated  by  war.,    famine   or.   pestii`enae,+    -----------.- +~  ---u  uuuuG+1

_.   I.1__    ______.___      _   _I                                                                                      ''Murmer's   wer.e   dr.essed    to_  ___._.__--     „  `,L  `,     \^JL  \,^JLJu\+      u\Jify  the  variious  opder's  of  hunaaity  fr'om  the  monar.ch  to  the  beggar,   and
h  I.eppesentative  was  led  by  a  companion  mummer.  dr.essed  in  black  and
n+_OA     +/`     t.at`ai..`l`lr`     r`     ~.1.;`l  ^.L^-         11__     1_  __   _1     I_       .

Eii
painted  to  riesemble  a  skeletoil9   the  fiead  being  cover.ed  with  a   skull-liKe

_______ _  _        _._   ~ ~.~ `.`^      --..      h.++I+u+i     CIJ.L`+

mask.        In  this  manner   the  dancer.s  went  up  the  centr.e  walk  of  the  cemeter.y,
each  skeleton  endeavouring  to  rival  its  fellow  in  the  execution  of  grotesque
and  distor.ted  antics''o       Johnston  adds  that   Such  was  the  hunoup  of  the  day
that  the  spectators  fc)und  the  sight  "mightily  laughable  and  diver.ting„
It  is  worith  noting  that  our  own  for`bear's  in  this  countr`y  werie  thus  diverted

€Xes:#:::#o "dansesmacabrcs".        In  England  it  Was  known  as  the  Oshaking  of

How-ever.,   be for.e  we  become   too  nor.bid  we  had  better   shake   this  News
Sheet  friee   of  graveyards  and  such9   and  let   the  danse  macabr.e  riest   in  peaceo

WAljll-FljowERS   AIJD   HARDY38   AITNUALS

Chair.man  Bent  Price  offer.s  below  a   few  suggestions  to  those  newcomers
who,   I.ightly,   riesent  a  tendency  to  clique-isb-ness  on  the  par.t  of  the  older
member'so

It  is  vet.y  disturibing  to  read  so  many  letteris  complaining  of  the
unfriiendly  8.ttitude  towards  llewcomeps  by  older  member`st        As   an  occasional

*€No  connection  wj.th  All  Nations  Cavalcades,

/
etc,



-2,-

Mocoandc[tcecil  Sharp  House  I  have  noticed  this  and  have  tried  to  combat  the

±£:d3:£¥e:°|'a:g±:i:::€e=3t±:LT¥:;:°¥:p¥ax:a:S±¥;1:e::±E¥d?  direct  appeal  t°
In  fa.ir.ness  to  the  older`  member9   however,   I  would  like  to  add  that  the

fault   is  not   entir`ely  theirs         However9   it  is  easy  to  for.get  that  we  wer`e
all  new  member.s   once.        INow  may  I   Suggest   to  new  member.s  that  they  I`,lust
meet  the  older  members  more  than  half-way?       Enter.  the  dance  hall  with  a
s`nile,   do  not  take  a  seat  away  from  the  riest  but  join  them         It  is  easy  to
say,   "May  I   sit  here?"       And  the  ice  is  broken,       Again,   do  not  always  wait
to  be  asked  to  dance  but  rathert  ask  someone  if  they  will  dance  with  you,
If  any  newcomer  appr.oaches  an  older  member  and  says8   Ill  don't  know  this
dance  but  I  1.irould  like  to  try,       Will  you  show  it   to  me?''8   then  I  am  sure
it  will  be  found  that  the  older`  member`  will  always  toe  pleased  to  do  soo
On  the  other.  hand,   when  asked  to  dance,   whatever  you  do,   do  not   say,   ''I'm
sorir'y,   but   I   don't  know  it"a        Rather   say9   ''Yes  pleaseo        You'11  have  to
teach  me  but  1'11  do  ny  best'',       And  smileo'       A  fr.iendly  approach  and  a
friendly  face  dr'aws  friends,       Furthermore,   do  not  always  wait  for  the  older.
members  but   consider`  other.  newcomer`s  and  ask  them  to  tr.y  a   strange  dance
with  youo       Show  that  true  spirit  of  folk-dancing  your.self  even  if  you  think
it  lacking  in  older.  member`s9   and  when,   after.  some  four  or  five  classes  -
you'11  be  sur.pr.ised  how  soon  it   is  -you  yourself  become  an  older.  member
think  in  your  turin  of  the  beginner`s,

(For.  otheri   comments  on  this   subject   see  Corr.espondence.   Ed,)

was  ''mourned"  by  her.  Estonian  fr'iends.        This  group  has  taken  part  with  a
minimum  of  fuss  and  bother  and  with  a  maximum  of  success  and  charm  in  all

C}

NEWS   FROM   THE   GROUPS:       THE   ESTONIAN   GROUP,

The  Estonian  Group,   some   eighteen  members   str`ong,   meets  ever.y  Monday

£¥::v+pr:gcf£:¥dg;±gt¥og,,a=E:£3e:o:vI£%yag±:e::ds:E:::±u¥.Eo±pfg¥::nb:±±E€Lfhc
Eistr.at,,       Ally  tells  me  that,  unlike  the  S.I.F,I)„   she  generally  has  a
slight  excess  of  men  dancers  and,   therefor`e9   ther.e  may  be  openings  for.
womeno        The  Estonian  dancers  have  been  among  our  closest   suppor.ter.s  and
fr.lends  for.  many  year`s  and,   indeed,   wer.e  one  of  the  first  outside9   national
groixps  contacted  by  the  Society;     Bent  Price  and  Ir`ene  Fyffe  met  them  first
at  a  dance  at  the  Univer'sity  College  Hospitala       This  contact  and  all  the
new  mater.ial  it  brought  to  the  Society  gave  our.  affairs  a  great  filip.       For

_sQque  years  Gladys  Noble  acted  as  chief  liaison  lJetween  the  Estonian  dancers
and  ourselves,   attending  their  classes  and  then  teaching  the  dances  she  thus
learned  to  our.  own  member's.        I.Jvhen  Gladys  left  London  for.  points  nor.th  she

festivals  staged  to  date  in  the  Royal  Albept  Hall,       They  will,   of  couinse,
be  dancing  in  the  next   show  on  Mar'ch  26tho

Before  that,   howeveri,   they  will  be  appear.ing  at  the  Estonian  Independ-
ence  Day  celebrations  a+.  Caxton  Hall  on  Febr.uary  24th  next,   where  they  will
present,   among  other.  dances,   Setu  Kapgus  and  the  dance  that  belongs  especi-
ally  to  this  day:   Tulyak-.       We  wish  them  great  success  on  this  very  important
occasion  and  we  hope  that  our  own  dances  and  festivals  will  long  be  enlivened
and  enhanced  by  theiri  presence.

J,F®

a/ENFORD   SUMMER   SCHOOI-   OF   MUSIC

This  annual  summer.  school  held  in  what  was  the  Manor.  House  of  Can for.d
Magna  on  the  lovely  Dor.set  border.  is  including,   for.  the  first  time  in  its
curir.iculum  of  music   teaching  and  dancing,   a  cour.se  on  Inter.national  Folk
Dancing®        We   quote   fr.om  the  School's  prospectus:-

"First  Week:   7th  -14-th  August,

Cour.se  D1.   Inter.national  Folk  I)ancing
(In  association  with  the  Society  for  InternaLional  Folk  Dancing)

Under`  the  direction  of  Herber.t  Priice
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Instr.uctors :   Anna  Kellgr`en-Cyr`iax  and  Par.tner
friom  Jonkoping,   Sweden       Dances   of  Sweden9   Nor'way,

Dermar.k,

Ally  Eistrat  and  Paptner`
from  Tallin,   Estonia,     Dances  of  Estonia9   Ijithualiag

Finland,

Barbara  Slawinska  and  Paritncr
friom  Warsaw9   Poland.      Dances   of  Poland,   SilesiaO

Carpathia,

Member.s  wi`11  be  able   either  to  si.ecialisc  in  the  dances  taught  in  a
particular  section,   or.  to  divide.-their  time  as  they  wish  between  groups,
.  loo   J\m  International  Folk  Dance  Party  will  be  held  on  the  Satur.day
afternoon  (August  13th) , "

guinc::ep::cv:e::?  i:ve,nc::I;:u:afg;  #::c:gop::1,:;ei?clugE:es:::i::sn;;:  ( 9)`If  any  member  is  inter.ested  in  attending  citheii  full  time,   op  part  time,
ori   in  making  up  a  party  to  go  doiun  to  the  folk  dance  par.ty9   would  he   ori
she  please  get   in  touch  with  Bent  Price

0 TO   TEACH   OR   NOT   TO   TE/icH

By  courtesy  of  Dr     Cyriax  a  meeting  of  the  ad  hc)c  panel  of  experts
was  held  at  i.eri  a-ppar.tmcnt  I'cccntly  to  discuss  the  whole  tricky  and  deli-
cate  question  of  accpcditing  teachcr's  of  |ntcrnational  folk  dancing.

i:i:!p!:i::i¥::#:::e::#:(:::i;;#I:i:::::pi::#¥::/s#?M:::::::li:::::;:,
O.B,Eo  ,   of   the   E,F,I),S,         Mar'ger'y  Latham  and  Ijal.r`y  Howell   Eeppescntcd   the
Society,   and  Bcrt  Pr`ice  was  in  the  chair,

Mri.   Kennedy  in  an  extr.cmcly  valuable   surrunary  of  the   experience  of  the

:;gt:iE;a::stF:Seam::::::  ::n:::I::::tE::: ) tltl:  ::S#:::;i:fef;H:::iEi:i::#g
and  destructive  of  the  real  spiriij  of  follc  dancing.       He  believed  that  the
Society  should  form  a   "panel  of  experts"   and  then,   upon  the  advice  of  this
panel,   compile  a  register  of  approved  working  teachers,   such  a,  register  to

fi::::::;:  *±HL::r:°#:af:r]#e:£  ::::::::;8 oYOucher  was  a  Pg:;dK:h¥£S¥  aLiD%rs.
be  supplied  to  any  enquii.ing  educational  authority.

After  a   full  discussion  of  the  point;s   raised  by  Mr.   Kennedy  and  Mrs.
Armstrong,   the  meeting  agreed  that   formal  certificates  should  not  be  issued
but  that  a.  Panel  of  Authorities  be  formed,   and  that,   upon  i;he  recommend-
ations   of  this   Panel,   a  Register  of  Working  Teachers  be  drawn  up.       Teachers
on  this  Regist;er  would  be  approved  by  countries  and  for  the  information  of
the  Panel  be   classified  as   either  "Elementary"   or.  ''Advanced''.

DEPARTMENT    OF   SWEEP    WORDS   AND    LONG   SERTPEINCES

we  are  very  happy  to  oon8ratulatfh:#rp:::.::e::::;I,is::B  S#:SL:nshe
Rita  Jeffries  on  their  engagement.
summer".        Our  warmest   good  wishes   to  them,   and  also  to  Bill  Nixon  who  has
quite  a  sulrmer  ahead  of  him,  tool       Bill,  at  present  studying  hard  for
examinations   in  i;he  summer,   plans   immediately  ,these  are  over  to  marry  and
sail  for  Canada  on  I;he  same  day.        Good  luck  over  there,   Bill.

DEr,TONSTRAT IoN   NOTEs

My  apologies   for  the  absence  of  the  Demonstration  Notes   last  month.
In  the  rush  of  getting  the  Albert  Hall  teams  launched  I  quite  overlooked
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them.        It   seems  a   long  way  back  now  to  New  Yearts  Eve.       The  team  paid  yet;
another  visit  on  that  night  to  the  Esperanto  Club  &t  Fred  Tallast;  Hall,
where  we  oo-operated  with  Tom  Amasarti  in  running  a  Folk  Dance  evening.
It  was,   as  usual,verly  su'ooessful.       The  oldest  member  thel.e,  a  little  old
lady,   Confided  that  she  worked  19  hours  a  day  and  danced  in  her  spare  timell
Marie  Le  Fort  and  Bob  Symes  went  out  on  one  of  the  teaching  assignments
which  have  been  Coming  in  lot;ely.       They  went  to  the  Thurrocks  Dance  Club  of
GrcLys,   a  teachersl   group,  where,   despite  very  bad  weather which  kept  many
people  away,   they  had  a  very  successful  class.       The  group  have  now  asked
for  a  full  scale  demonstrat;ion  team  tt)  follow  it  up.

groups--a:-:kngi:¥J--fg-:-b'aT:=#±:::.QvfhT¥
populate  date,  three  different
team  went   to   Student  Movement  House,

Gower  Street,  as  theirs  was  the  first  request.       It  was  a  rot;urn  visit,  but
with  their  floz}ting  populcition  it  was  a  new  audience.       The  men  were  chiefly
West   Indian  and  West  African,  but  the  girls  were  Norv\regian,   Danish,   Indian
and  English.       They  Were  shy  at   first,  but  enjoyed  t;he  dancing  once  theyigot
st;arted.       My  thanks   to  the  team  who  put   in  a  strenuous   evening.

Margery  Lot;ham

SEE   HOW   TIHY   DANCE

|n  case  there  are  any  members  Who  need  rfi¥±n::#8:r:?±£h¥€i:isd£:g::: ®
Hall  show  is   on  SaturdcLy,   March  26th  next.
or  not,  are  urged  to  help  sell  as  many  tickets  as  possible..      Tickets  should
soon  be  avai.i..able  at   Classes   oi.  from  the  SecretcLry.

CORRESPONDENCE

Sir,
Whereas  there  is  subst;Once  in  the  oomplalnt  voiced  by  Rosemary  Daniel

and  others   in  your  Correspondence  last  month,   I  feel  thcLt  those  who  are
privileged  to  attend  the  advanced  classes  on  Fridays  and  do  not  bother  to
come  to  help  the  newcomers   on  Wednesdays   are  the  mcmbers  Who  are  mainly  to
blame.       Ab  one  time,   admission  to  the  advanced  class   implied  an  obligation
to  help  newcomers  and  their  friends  on  Wednesd&ys.       Is  this  still  not  so?
At  present,   one  finds  a  number  of  people  who  remain  just;  long  enough  in  the
Wednesday  class  to  become  sufficiently  proficient  to  attend  on  Fridays.
This   is  reflected  in  the  difficulty  which  teachers  sometimes  experience  in
finding  a  competent  partner  with  whom  to  demonstrate  the  dance  which  is
being  taught.

Yours   eto,

Jack  Richardson

0

WARNING

Members  are  reminded  that  the  L.a.C.   elections  are  coming  up  next  month
and  any  carl.didate  who  wishes  may  take  over  our  hall  at  Carlyle  School  with
as  little  as  two  hours  notice.      This  has  not  happened  in  the  past,  but  lt
is  a  possibility  which  members  should  bear  in  mind.

BOAT ING!           SW IMMINGI          DANC INGI          WALKINGI
•X-i:. -::. -: :-.:(--:i i:.                 -,:--,:--::--,(. i(-i(-.::. i,                 i:-i:--::-i:-.,:-i`-i:-                 ,-::-ir J`:--X-):-i:-.:(-

Take  your  Choice  during  the  Whitsun  weekend  at  Thames field,   Henley-on-
Thanes.       We  have  been  offered  the  use  of  this  pleasant  house  on  the  banks
of  the  1'hames   for  t;he  whole  of  Whitsun.        Mah.e  up  your  mind  and  come  NOW.
Enquiries  and  bookings  to  Jack  Riohardson  or  Joan  Vthite.
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MARCH   pROGRAMnm

Hort;ensia   RQLad3   Chelsea,   S.W.10.Classes   at  Carlvle  School

Times   7.30   -9®30   p.in.

Music  by  Mine  Barbara  Duleba

Admission:   Tuesdays
and

Fr.idaysi:.
Wedriesdays :

i:.Invited  mer.iber.a   only.

Tuesdays          lMarch  i        Me.iiibers I   Dance
8       Balkan  class

15       Austrian  Rehearsal
22       Kolo  Rehearsal

Dances   and
Rehearsals.  1/-

(';
Classes   i

Members
Non-membe.rs   1/6

M.C.   Jcick   Riohardson
Phillip  Thornton
Hcinz  &  Ilse

Wednesdays     March  2       Frenoh  class          Ken  ward
9       Silesian  Class     Irene  &  Kostak

16       Silesian  Class     Irene  8c  Kostak
23        Polish  Class           Irene  8c  KostcLk

®
Fridays

M.a.   Joha  Hiighes
M.a.   Joan  White
M.C.   Bob   Syses
M.C.   Ken  Ward

(Krakowiak,   Kujowiak)
30       German  Class          Joan  White                 M.C.   Jack  Richardson

March  4        French  &  German   Class               Ken  Ward
11       Hungarian  Class                           John  ungar
18      Ukranian  class                             Irene
25       Royal  Albert  IIall  Reliearsal

S±±5±£±±E=t!±±earsals   at

lir.leg   4.o   p.rii.

Baker  St.   School  of  Dancin8

March  6            Swedish
13            Hungaricin

97  Baker  St;.,   W.i.

Dress   Rehearsal  at   Ceoil   Shar`p  IIouse,   Sunday,,I`tlarch  20th,   at   3.50  p.in.

Sunday  DanoQ_a_  at   Queen  Alexandrals   House,   Kensington  Gore,   S.W.7.

®ime:   7.0  -10.0  p.in.
March  6

13
20

General   Dance  at  Cecil  Shar

Music:   Mourie  Pfeffer

General  Dance
„„
„''

Hou-se

Time:   6.30   -9.30   porii.

M.C.      Len   sawyep
Moo.     Mourle   Pfeffer
M.C.      Roland  Minton

Regent;ts   Parlc   I.id.,   N.W.i.

Music:   Wallac,e  Collection

Sunday     March  27th       M.a.   Ken  Ward

E:§§§¥::#ing;§i¥±8±5ofro-§?It±L=ga€ycii:::£L:=g:#e::eEg::Se:V;rinyL::::a"ftel.-
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