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ANNUAL GuNoRAL MusTING

Nearly 50 members attended the AGH at Imperial College on October 20th
last completing the business at 10.55 p.m.

The Chairman reported that the Soclety had enjeyed a good year and one
in which much progress had been made in several directinns. The special

- sub-committee on development had completed the first half of its work and

was most active in its search for premises. The Advisory Panel had worked
hard and the syllabus, certificates, etc., for accredited teachers were ncw
in draft form. The Socleuvy had published mnre records. He thanked all
those people who had assisted in these various activities. fle also paid
fﬁibute to the musicians, the Wallace Collection and Mourrie Pfeffer. Course
JA3ld at Ilkley and Canford had been successful and had brought new members
to the Society. It had been a busy year for demonstrations, the HSoclety
participating in the Soho Fair, the Hendon ohow, T.V. and films in additien
to its usual round. The growth of the Library had been disappointing but
he hoped for greater expansion in the coming year. A speclal committee on
costume had been set up. The sub-committee ca music and iastructions had
done excellent work: it had completed 18 out of 19 dances in preparation for
a forthcoming book wihich should be available by Christmas.

Looking into the future he hoped it would be possible to stage a Royal
Albert Hall show next autumn. He hoped that it would be within the means of
the Society to publish a printed bi-monthly magazine to replace News Sheet.
More records would be issued and a further book covering the dances involved
would be prepared. The Chairman concluded by saying that he hoped that by
the next AGM the Society would be incorporated and in its own premises. He
appealed to all members to work together for the ooclety as a whonle and
promised ample opportunities for " jobs for all."

o The Secretary reported that the Committee had met 12 times and had
“rked hard and well together. The appointment of Simrn Guest as Membership
secretary had been very successful. ohe thanked all the many back-room boys
énd girls who had contributed to the Society's successes. & gift of several
Looks on national dances and costumes had been received from pulgaria. ie
nad recliprocated in kind. The Socliety had received a request for assistance
from Yorkshire in connection with its International Theatre iieek. Her
ocottish classes had been successful but badly required more men.

The Treasurer's Report and Balance Sheet was tabled. Jack Richardson
guerlied some seven items. After a long discussion these points were cleared
up and the amended papers revealed & sum of B157.5.10 in hand exclusive of
the Albert Hall account. The assets of the Soclety were estimated at
B478.4.9,. The financial papers together with the explanation for the
discrepancy between the accounts for the year ending 30.8.53 and the years
beglaning 1.9.53 will be issued with this News Sheet. The auditor, David
Rasbash spnke briefly and urged a much closer check on both recelipts and
payments . Larry iowell presented the Royal Albert Hall accounts the gist
of which was that the balance now stands at £531.17.6.

Margery Latham reporting on Demonstrations expressed concern at the dwindling
numbers of the Team and the fact that the majority did not regularly attend
the Friday class. She was also concerned about the proolem of musicians ;
she recommended a weekly class of half an hour for musicians. The Meeting
approved this suggestion. The Reports were adopted, and the Accounts
approved.
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The Secretary reported the results of the election of nfficers and
Cemmittee. Bert Price, Marie Le Fort anc John Fraser were returned un-
opposed to the positions of Chalrman, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer
respectively. The elections for the six committee pluces resulted as
follows i~ Simon Guest (61 votes - out of 61 votes cast), Margery Latham (58),
Penny Leach (44), John Hughes (44), Bob Symes (44) and Mary Guest (41).

Before dealing with the Motions on the Agenda the lleeting indulged 1in a
pbrief procedural discussion as to whether the Constitution would permit the
use of proxy votes on this occasion. The interpretation that while the
constitution specifically prohibited proxy voting on a poll, by implication,
~ since votes by prox; were normal procedure - proxy votlng on a show of
hands was permitted, was rejected by 22 votes 1o 8 with 14 abstentions.

A llotion standing in tihe names of Jack Richardson and Peter Van der
Linde, deploring the fact that the programme for autumn 1955 had not reached
members generally by beptember 21lst, even though 1t was available to certain
non-mempers in August was debated. It was pointed out that the printed
leaflet upon which the offending programme had appeared was primarily |
intended for non-members, and that members had received the vital part of
the autumn programme, viz. the programme for September, in the September
News DSheet. The Motion was adopted by 17 votes to 8 against with 16
abstentions.

A lotion that the Meeting consider the draft documents of incorporation
stood in the names of John Fraser and Laurence Howell. The proposer
submitted a verbal amendment to the effect that the Meeting would accept
the drafts and instruct the Committee to proceed with incorporation. Jack
Richardson opposed this amendment claiming that it was out of order and
completely altered the substance of the Motlion. A discussion on semantics
and procedure followed until John Fraser withdrew the amendment. He felt
that since it was already 9.20 pm there would not be time for a full-scale
debate on such an important topic, he agreed that the Motlon as worded had
undoubtedly restrained members from submitting consldered constitutional
amendments and he hoped that sufficient support would be forthcoming for an
wxtraordinary General Meeting called specifically to debate the Memoraadum
and Articles of Association and to carry the whole matter of incorporation
further. The Meeting then proceeded to a general discussion of the drafts.
It gave its opnion on several points and these opinlons will pe incorporated
in amendments to the draft documents submitted to the rnxtraordinary G.M. OF

Simon Guest moved a vote of thanks to tne members of the Development
Sub-Committee for the very hard work they had put into the preparation of
the papers. The Meeting closed at 10.50 with a vote of thanks to Jack
“ichardson for his traditional hospitality and members adjourned to sample
the same.

Post Script to the Chairman's Report:-

The mditor cheerfully admits the soft impeachment that he is "not a dancer,"
but feels compelled to point out that in the Soclety such a distinction is
by no means unique.

Lxtraordinary General Mestling

At the close of the AGM the rquisite number of signatures was obtalned for
the summoning of an wxtraordinary General lMeeting, and in view of the feeling
»f the Meeting this special G.M. is likely tn be held on Thursday, December
8t next. Further details will be forthncoming.
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My Jjourney from Liverpool to Freetown took 9 days aboard the rlder
Dempster liner "Aureol," a well-appointed vessgel. Towards the end of the
voyage a "Carnival Night" was held. We all wore paper hats and became
unusually gay. Also, later in the evening people were lavited to entertain
thelr fellow passengers. For 3 or 4 days beforehand I had been instructing
a small group on the intricacies of "Little Man In A Fix," Laura" and the
"Hammersmith Fellows."  For the last my 3 male companions were Nigerian
students whn, after initial difficulties, proved enthusiastic pupils.

On Carnival night the demonstrations were well received, though when I
called for general dancing there was a certain reluctance. This may have
ceen due to the type of audlence winlch included African Paramount Chiefs,
salvation Army officers and missionaries. .... "mxcuse me, Chief, would you
care to do 'Laura%®"

The muslic for the dances described avbove was provided by a pianist, a

arkable fellow golng to Liigeria for his second tour as a Leprosy Control

S icer. This jop involved working with the lepers, helping them to lead

as normal a life as possible. I never hope to meet a more interesting and
likeauvle character. He also possessed a good singing voice.

One of the passengers was a lady mission worker who saw my folk-dancing
display; she later asked me if I would assist the Mission in Freetown by
teaching some dances to African children. To this I agreed. 5o began 4
months of hard work trying to teach a few of our simpler dances to African
boys and girls aged 10 - 16. believe me, attempting to impart some sense of
wuropean rhythm to young Africans, whose musical and rhythmical instincts are
g0 different from our own, is no joke!l To boet I had no muslic, no assistance
and & murky hall whose floor threatened to capsisze at any moment. Still,
hard work produced fairly eancouraging results and, even though I had to sing
the tunes for them, we achleved something. We were reaching the stage when
I simply had to have some sort of music and &lso assistance in controlling
the often uaruly throng. After trying for many weeks to obtain these
essentials from the Church authorities, without success, I eventually handed
in my resignation in the hope that that strong measure would induce them to
9&*. But they never did, and I wasn't even thanked for my efforts.

Slerra Leone 1itself is a backward country compared with our own
“ivilisation. When I spent a few days leave "up-country" thne 220 mile
r211 journey tork me nearly 22 hours. Al the smallegt incline, after
ceveral attempts to surmount it, the driver and fireman would descend to
Sprinkle sand on the rails so that the wheels would grip. Coming back I
Jecided to hitch-hnike, but this proved worse, since it took lg days. DBetween
Daru (where I had been staying) and Freetown there are 5 ferries to be
crossed, all manually operated. At the first one I had to wait over 5 hours
wnilst repairs were carried out, and as the ferrymen cease work at 7. pm I
was obliged to abandon my journey uantil the next day. Lventually I reached
Frectown but not before spending two hours mending a broken main spring.

The country is divided into two sections: the Protectorate and the
Cnlony of Slerra Leone. The latter includes the capital and is perhaps 70

miles in circumference. It is the stronghold of the Creole population,
(people of mixed descent), whilst the Protectorate contains about 15
different and distinct tribes. These are as follows:

Fula noranko Sherbro

Arim Limba pDu-du

Kissy Lokn Temne

Lroo Mandlingo Val

Kono Mende Yalunka




\k\\Jj
salbni

0f these the Temne and the Mende tribes are amongst the largest and
most intelligent. An absorbing study can be made of thelr various
eustome and way of life. Indeed their soclal structure in some cases 1s
guite different from our own. In surope the living unit is the family,
but in Temne life it is a whole section of the tribe. In fact their
language contains no word meaning "family" .... but I digress from folk=-
dancing, though one could ask with reason, "Is anthropology within our scope?

MALCOLM F IbHiR
LmliOuio TRAT £0ny NOTeb

Our first demonstration of the nNew Year was on October 8th at UNA
Lambeth Branch, held at the lMethodist Hall, brixton, where we danced for 1
hours demonstrating and teaching; the audience was mostly elderly and I was
rather dubious about thelir joining in! They had no doubts at all and
Joilned in with enthusiasm. One elderly lady insisted on dancing with hat
clothes and gloves on and they had two overhead heaters going full blast. 1
The organisers eulogised to sucn an extent in the speech of thanks at the
end that I was uvercome with embarrassment. knguiries were received frog
the Methodist minister for teachers or demenstrators to geo to his "Over
Twenty Club" and get a folk dance group going there. He was most enthus-
lastic., My thanks to the team fc¢r thelir strenuous efforts.

MARGrRY LATHAM

CORR&SPOND N Cw

o,
May I beg a bit of space to answer Peter van der Linde's letter in last
month's issue?

First I should like to thank him for his criticism; so many people think
but can't be btthered to write. I did actually have three adverse reports
on these demonstrations. I make no excuses, but I think it only fair to
say how or why 1t hnappened.

First I must say that I had no intention of putting on a show of Albef
Hall standards. I knew it couldn't be done with the people available an&"
no rehearsals. I wanted village green stuff suitable for a fair. We had
been promised a gally decorated square and a generally festive atmosphere,
and the general public joining in.

I had to face unexpected holidays cropping up which deprived me of many
of eur usual teams and we were supplemented by members of Harrow Green who
nebly came to our aid. The two groups are not used to dancing tergether and
did not dance as one team. The quick rehearsals beforehand which I had
hoped would remedy this were not allowed by the heads of the British Assoc-
lated Cinemas Ltd., whrse buillding we were using as changing rooms.

As for presentation, the organisers had asked specilally that there
should be no introducing over the microphone. Just a straightforward dance
prograimme . I collected comprehensive notes on the dances from the various
group leaders, and was told that these would be printed in the programme to
explain each item aand encourage the sale of the programme. This wasn't

done. In fact we were coastantly asked to cut items because other people
had been over time!

Agaln in the case of the entries and exits, these are comparatively
easy 1f one 1s doing only one item. The ignglish team in particular had
come direct from a festival in France, fully rehearsed and intact as a team
which was why they were invited. We had changing time and costume bothers
which hampered our efforts.
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Well there it is: after weeks of work, with committees, sub-committees
endless telephone calls and letter writing, more worry than L've had even
with Albert Hall rehearsals, and only token expenses, the result was not
"up to standard." L accept the "rap over the kunuckles," and hope that I
nave at least learned something from my mistakes.

{ .‘5.-.
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Margery Latham

S AP

After spending, or should I say wasting, a considerable length of time
at the AGM, I am left to wonder how incompetent the Soclety can become.
No end of time was wasted with trivial questlons and facet,ious answers.

The Treasurer's report, both written and verbal, was pathetic, and
instead of being a factual report m tne state of our finances, developed
into an obscure discussion between the Treasurer and varlous members
present. It precluded tne unianformed and left them bored and bewlldered.

The most controversial issue in the Society's nistory fi.zled out ab

e salvo from Jack Richardson. Though I fail to see Jack's point, surely
(Tie issue at stake 1s whetiner the HSoclety wants incorporation or not.
Jack's point of order over the verpal amendment , though probably done
sincerely from his point of view, was nothing but a delaying tactlc over
the real issuc. ©Sooner or later the issue must coms before the Society's
members . what is the sense of spending considerable time 1n debatling over
the articles and memorandum, if it the end of it the 1ldea of a Company 18
rejected? Surely tne real issue 1s, 1s 1t a good thing for the bocliety
to become a Company Limited by Guarantee or not. Let's decide that and
then be prepared to debate the articles and memorandum afterwards. After
all it is the principle of the thing most people vote on, not the technic-
alities of Compaany law.

One other point I would like to add 1s about the shortage of dancers
for demonstrations. Has any effort been made to encourage people to dance
at demonstratlions? Or any attempt to organise demonstration rehearsals?
Also why isn't it made generally public when tne Society is asked to give
demonstrations? wouldn't this encourage some volunteers?

P wrik T. Owden
(Re Incorporation: the Soclety resoundingly approved the principle of this
at the General Meeting in May last. We can only assume that it 1s now

ready, or will be at the Lxtraordinary Mecting, to debate the "words."
£D)

PoboONAL COLUMN

Members will be pleased to learn tnat our sstonlan teacher, AILI oIoTRAT
nas gilven pbirta to a bounclng baby girl, Aarin.

JOry UNGAR is reported to be making excellent progress after his attack

of polic. He wishes to express his warm thanks to all tnose members who
have sent his messages of good cheer.

APOLOGIwd

Apologies are herewith offered for any typcgraphical fallings in this
issvue. For a number of reasons 1t became necessary to cut the stencils
on our own typewriter which a. is a portable, and b. has a viclous st
and "e".  £D.




1\”(

CLLAS

AD DANCES

NOVT BTR_PROGR AT

CARLYTLT 3CHOOL, Hortor

sia Road,

Time; 7,00 = 9,50 p.m usics
TUWSDAYS Mov. 1 Balkan Class Phillip Thornton
Nov. 3 Social Dance
Mov. 15 Balkan Class Phillip Thoimton
Nov. 22 ®nglish Class Thora Jacques
Mov, 29 Balkan Class Piilip Thornton
FOIIDAYS Mov, 2 Ukranian Class Tronce fyffe
Wov. @ German Class Joen Richardson
Mov. 16 Ttalian Class  Trenc ¥yffe
Nov, 25 Worwegian and
Danich Class TIrenc ryffe
Wov, 30 Swiss and
Dutch Class Irenc Tyife
FRIDAYS Wov., 4 10 class
b Wov, 11 Swedish Class Dr. Cyriax
Yov, 18 Sweddsh Class Dr. Cyriax
ov., 25 Spanish and
Portugugeuo Class steve and liargare

N SCOTTISH !

CLASSES T DANCTHNG
IT, B,

DAWN

55 AT TN OF COURT LISH

SUMDAYS, 5.50 =

Time; 6.30 ~ 2,30 p.m,

DA'CE AT CTOTL STARP TOUTE,

Time: 8,30 - 2.30 p.m.

SUMDAY

gdven by iiarie ILevort,
istate, Pimlico, 3

27 M

,-' 10

?

5.30 p.m,

~r

Chels 7,10,

ca, 3,

ime. Barbera Duleba.

1,0, Bert Price

Johnn Mughes
Bob Symes

Ken ward

oy Hendric

t

Churchill Gardens

There vwill be no class on Mov.20 as the hall will not be availsble
on that date.

iouric Pfeffer.

10, Drury Lene, .G.2.
SUIDAYS NMov, 6  1.C. Roland jlinton
Wov, 13 §,C., 3imon cucst
Mov, 20 ¥.C, vouric Pfeffcr
Regents Park Qo0ad, IM,7.1.

w1lace Collection

0, Margery Lathan.,

touric pPfeffer



