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BACK TO THE STONE AGE?!

Up to two or three years ago, Friday classes were run on the
not very admirable, or sociable, principle of "invitation only".
Thig, as older members will remember, resulted in a lot of clique-
ishness and 1t is undoubtedly still with us in the form of a
dearth of dancers for the Demonstration Team. In those days
there were never much more than 10 people at a Friday class, and
they were always the game pcople, some of whom are still amnong
the stalwarts of the Society.

With the formation of The Panel, and after agitation from
some progreesive quarters, the Friday classes were thrown open to
all as an advanced class for learning new and more difficult
dances., This resolution was adhered to for quite a while, even
though progress was slowed down, and instructors infuriated by
the "memaces" to a successful clags: (1) the people whe are well
intentioned but have "two left feet" and (2) the people who act
terribly blase, and will not work properly, whon a step is being
studicd which they think they know.

These latter type arc as often as not the very people who
would bencfit most from a proper study of these steps, which they
consider too elementary for them, and whatever may be the facts
of the matter, not supporting the work cf the instructor, esp-
ecially if such an offender is an old member, points to plain bad
manners!

There is, of course, an intermecdiate type of class-attender,
who come between 1 and 2 above:; +thoase who can dance, but have
ncver learnt the basic steps of that certain country's dances.
They should of course learn these on Wednesdays first, and then
come to advanced classes.

Now many pcople are worried about attendance at classes -
g0 a word of explanation of the prevailing statistics may be in
order: during the last three months of 1956 attendance at the
clasges showed a steady drop, partly due to the stress and strain
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of the Albert Hall show, but during the first three months of
this year an encouraging and gradual increase in the average
attendance figurce ie shown by the statistics., Provided that
our members give their support to our many and varied functions
by coming themselves and bringing their friends, and provided
that the programme for the autumn term is arranged with extra
special care and attention, all three weekly classes at Carlyle
School, general and clementary dancing on Wednesdays, advanced
on Iridays, Balkan and miscellaneous on Tuesdays, should show
ever increasing atbtendance figures, without the separate Groups
influencing these statisticg.

This, however, is not the aim of certain "old diehards",
who would love te sec the old system back with only the Wednesday
classcs open to all, with ite unfriendliness towards newcomers -
of which we arc still accused for both Wednesdays and Sundays -
and the other classcs for the select few, who will think more
than twice before they admit a new member, however good a dancer,
to their exclusive "club".

Another point that these "old dichards" tend to forget is
that some people may be excellent at catching the spirit and feel
cf a certain country's dances, and be absolutely hopeless with
another. In the infancy of the SIFD it was quite sufficient to
ghow an apvroximation to the corrcct style of each dance at out-
side demonstrations, but with the apparent expansion of the
Society and its growing reputation as an authority, we are in
danger of making curseclves ridiculous!

The question now remains: What shall it be? Open Classes,
and further exparsion of the Society, or shall it be "Back to the
Stone Age"? I.U
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NOTES AND NEWS

ODIN, the London Scandinavian Monthly.

Under the name of the ancient god, one of our members, Mr, D.
Kenricl, publishcs a new Journal dealing with items of intercst
to Swedes, Danecs and Norwegians living in London, including dance
NEWS .

The SIFD is prominently mentioned in Odin's Calendar for the
Month, which we hope will bring more Scandinavian friends to our
functions,
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Odin is non-pclitical, like the SIFD, and its functions include
the publicising of cvents of mutual Anglo-Scandinavian interest,
to assigt Scandinavian visitors to Britain, to foster British
interest in Scandinavia, to further trade and travel between
Britain and Scandinavia and to e¢ncourage Scandinavian writers
living in Britain.

This monthly is published at 6d. per copy from 26 Onslow Gardens,
Londen, N.10.

The EFDS tell us that c¢n Friday, July 5th, a Swedish-BEnglish
Socilal Dance will be held at Ceeil charyp House, in hcenour of a
tean of students fron Upsala, who will be on their way to the
International Eistedfodd at Llangollen. On Thuregday, July 1lth,
the Austrian and Spanish teans from Ilangollen will give a display,
also at Cecil Sharp House.

The SIFD Committec are extremely busy, attending not only to the
routine busincss of their monthly necting, but hoelding special
secgsions for things like finance, the new constitution and next
term's programnc.

The Croydon Branch plans are progressing well, and we are all
Looking forward TO the commencemcnt of their activities in
Septenrber.

PERSOMATLIA:

In the name of all our members, we wish to extend our heart-
Telt sympathy to our Denonstration Secretary, Margery Latham, in
her recent bercavement.

Ray and Audrey Staines sailed for Canada on June 26th, taking
with then our very best wisheg for happincss and success! Just
g0 they can cagily rencmber the town they will live in, they have
gone to London, Ontario. _
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NOT TO BE TAKEN LIGHTLY by Madelynne Greene

«oo from "Let's dance", the Magazine of the Folk Dance Federation
of California.

With the skady growth of folk dancing as a hobby and rec-—
rcation in the pact decade has come the increasing need for good
teachers. People who arc trained, repeat TRAINED, in their
field arc necded as teachers to direet and lead large groups of
cager aspirants, young and old, in the intricacies of the dance.
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The need for teachers is great.

The demand for sonuecone to attenpt teaching is even greater,
The new "teacher", meeting (?) that demand, arrives in somecwhat
the following chronological order. You should know, as in nine

chances out of ten it has happened, or almost, to you.

About the tine you arc finding yourself dancing nadly two
or three times a week, a neighbour - secing a new spring in your
walk, a fresh glow on your cheek, new words in your vocabulary
and, in gencral, a groat change for the better - approaches you
with the fatal words:

"What is all this T hear about Folk Dancing? I'd 1ike to
et in on it., 1f it dves 2ll this for you, it must have sone-
thing. How about teaching sone of us to dance?"

Overlooking the backward compliment, your cpgo jockeying for

bposition as "cne of the initiated", but still naintaining civilised

reticence, (translatable as: coax me!) you reply: "I'm just a
beginner. I don't know anything sbout teaching, "

"Den't tell ne that! You arc out every night and twice on

ounday " (You glance at the overgrown lawn as he speaks. He
i5 80 right!) "I hear you practising with those records of yours

all the tine! You could bring your records over to our rumpusg
roon, and start a group right here in the neighbourhoed,"

You gulp and think to yourself, "Gosh - would I have the

nerve..»to teach a lot of People.,.?"
But your ncighbour is reading ycur mind,

"It would be sinple... We don't know a thing about it; you
have been dancing three whole nonthe. You would be way ahead of
us, and I'11l bet you arc an oxpert anyhowe . ."

"Moo, you say, "I'11l think it OVEeTreso

But you know very well that you are going to do it. You
thinlk of all the people you have scen teach in the past three
nenths. You had conc t¢ know pretty ruch how each cne operated.
You'd been kind of eritical as you stood in that cirele with all
the other pupils,

How weuld it be c¢n the other side of the fence, with the
circle arcund you and with all cyes focusscd on yous sone spec-—
ulatively, sonc quizzically, some bored, some intercsted, sonme
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inmpatiently glowcring. Others, decp in conversation not
remotely concerning folk dancing, night not even be looking
Your way. How do you get these to be quiet? Follow your
first inpulse and tell thom to "Shut up!"? Wait until they
have finished their conversation? Go ahead and talk above
their veices? Be tough? Professorial? Laugh with them?
Or be meek and charming?

You fall inte a deep reverie and visualise yourself as the
potential instructor. Would you be the teacher whos

1. With clesed cyes, vaguey directs a group of people, app-
arently floating midway between floor and ceiling?

2o With your hand on your nouth, describes a dance for 20
nminutes, while your pupils sag wearily on their feet?

3. Dashes wildly through the routine once, throws a record on
the turntable and "away we go..." whither?

4. Lmphasises "fun" to the point of introducing handsprings
into otherwisc sane dances?

5. Teaches inpessibly long dances to beginners?

6. Indulges in "performance" teaching, in which you clown
around while your pupils wait for the performance to end?

7. Preaches a dance with a fervent zlean in your eyec, and
talks down to the class as though 5 to 7 were the age linits?

8. Cannot resist the temptation to turn five spins in the
dance you just taught with one?®

9. Becomes a creative genius and explains to visitors, "We
know the authentic version, but in our club we like to do it
backwards, and on our hands...because it is more fun that way"?

10, Comes to blows with your partner while denonstrating a
dance?

11. Holds the bovk of dance directions in one hand, munmtdes into
the pages, while frantically trying to demonstrate the steps
before the group?

YOU GROAN!!! "What kind of a teacher will I be! Maybe
I an net ready to teach?® But you will probably take the
challenge anyway. Teaching, like everything else, has to begin
somewhere...and you can inprove with the years.
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A conscientious offort to teach dances corrcetly, to learn
the finer points of ingtruction nt Teachers! Institutes, to
develop an cye, car, hand, and foot for National flaveour and
style, can turn you into onc of the outetanding leaders of
toncrrow,

Or, from the Starting point, relying alone on the per-
suasive charms of raw pPersonality, you can be one of the other
o i SO
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NEWS FROM THE GROUPS

IBIRTAN GROUP

June 15, Our group performed at a Garden farty given by
the University of London Extension Society at Holme Lodge,
Regent's Parlk, It was g glorious day and the setting was per-
fect for our dances, We danced on the terrace in front of g
beautiful white house, with lawns swecping down to the lake.

e were warnly welcomed by the Chairman on our arrival and
ushered into a large changing room, the walls 0f which were
sinply covered with lovely mirrors,

The programmec we presented was as followss

Trojak

)
Kujawiak (Weselni) ) Foland

suite of Portuguese Dances

Ole
Malaguenas

Farruca Spain
Fandanguillo de Huelva (Andalucia)
Panaderos )

Jota de Realito g Spain
Jota Aragoncsa (Aragzon)

4dith and Alex nade the mistake of dancing Jota Aragonesa in

bore feet on the hot concreto terrace, and now wonder why their
feet are blistercd, (This was duec o0 an extra quick change),

The prograrme wont very well, without any Pauses or hesit-
aticns, in gpite of the nuber of persons in the tean (13}

Tea was provided to all menmbers plus neny additional ice-
creans, lollies and such like.
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Many thanks to Edith, who gtepped into Panela Mason's shoes
and danced Panaderos, owinz to Pan's last minute illness. Also
to George Swann, ocur wonderful pianist, who is worth his weight
in goldl

Forthconing Iberian Group Denonstrations:

June 22, Anglo-French Club (Cabaret)

July 6, Ivinghoe Garden Party. Marsaret Harris
THE HUNGARIAN GROUP will provide the programme for the class at
Carlyle wchool on The 12th July, and we shall certainly not be

sticking to just the few dances the SIFD knows already. Will
everybody who has a costune, please come armecd with it! Jd.U.

INOTES FROM MEXICO: Las Canacuas by Mildred Hall Walter

from "Let's Dance", the Journal of the Folk Dance TFederation
of California,

Onc of the most charming cf Mexico's many fiestas is ILas
Canacuas, o group of dances and songs native to the towns
adjacent to Uruapan in the begutiful state of Michoacan. Its
origins reach back into antiquity, for it is known to have been
8 marriage ceremonial in pre-Cortesian times. The Tarascans,
Indian inhabitants of Michoacan and its nearby regions, were one
of the most cultured of the pre-conquest tribes, and their
ancient nmusic and dances are of the greatest interest to folk-
lorigts, to students of music and the dance, and even to casual
students. Their excellence in crafts is well known, tourists
take home szmples of their fancus lacquer work and of their

enbroidery.

Las Canacuas is done by young girls of the region, and al-
though still used for wedding celebrations as in the distant,
as well as the more recent past, it is best known to outsiders
as a fiesta to hconour famous guests, Frances Toor, well known
folklorist of Mexico and author of scveral books, in "A Treasury
of Mexican Folkways" describes a festival shown in her honour.
The basis for this sketch, however, is the celebration viewed by
anothor famous folklorist of Mexico, Higinio Vazquez Santa Ana,
and the description of this traditional ceremony in the "Albun
Musical de Michoacan" cdited by Francisco Dominguez.
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azquez says that the group of dancers consisted of sixteen
pairs of young girls, dressed in the heavy dark skirts of the
region, with white blouscs and aprons and blue rebozos worn in
the usual fashion, that is, with ¢nds tucked under in front.
Bach girl wore threc ribbons of different colours on each braid.
Every sirl carricd o tray, the beautiful lacquered jicaras of
Uruapan, which showed an embroidered napkin,on which were piled
fruits and flowers. The only man in the group, other than the
two nmusicians, was the carguero, an elderly, honoured man who was
in charge, and who gave a talk, cvidently a specch of welcone.

The girls filed in in two rows facing their audience for the
grecting song: Buenas Tardes, which is to be found in Toor's
velume mentioned above., After this song they separated into
groups of four, and scattcrod perfume from their trays. While
singing their second song, Tata Ninito, or Dear Friend, the first
row was scated, the second row knelt, and the third stecod.

After that they seated thenselves in a hollow square, and a
young man joined the group to do several Jarabes with the most
accomplished gzirl anoeng the dancers. When the jarabes were over,
the girls walked towards the suest and laid their gifts of flowers
and fruits next to him on g table, Then they stepped back, and
the leading danscuse did a solo for the guest. They sang two
nore songs, then o farewell nunber, and leoft,

(to be continucd next rmonth)

LATE NiWs

We are very pleased to announce the arrival of a som to our
Austrian. teachers, Heinz and Ilse Striegel.



Mottos Nothing worth while is easlily acquired,
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MONTHLY PROGRAMME

July 1957

cspecially knowledge.

Classcs at Carlyle School, Horbtensia Road, Chelsea, S.W.10,

Time: 7.30 p.n. =~ 9.30 p.n.
Menbers: 1/64.

Mugic by Mme. Barbara Duleba
Non-members: 2/-

Tuesdays: July 2 Advanced Balkan class by Ken Ward - open
9 Balkan class by Ken Ward - open
16 Advanced Balkan class by Phillip Thornton ’
This class by invitation only
23 Balkan class by Phillip Thornton - open
Viednesdays: July 3 "From our book" by Durothy Weir
M.C. Peter Heath
10  SOCIAL DANCE - M.C., Simon CGuest
17 ZLithuanian class by Bert Price
M.C. Erik Owden
24 Lithuanian class by Bert Price
M.C. Bob Symes
Fridays: July 5 Istonian class by Aili Eigtraat
' 12 Hungarian class by the Hungarian Dance
Group. Leader John Ungar
19 Polish class by the Polish Group
Led by Kostek and Ziutek
26 IND OF TERM PARTY
Dences at Inns of court Mission, Broad Court, Drury Lane, W.C,2.
Tines 6.30 p.m. =~ 9.30 p.n. Music by Mourie Pfeffer

Members: 1/6d.

sundsyss July 7

M.C. Roly Minton

.A.oNn‘D.Othch
Guests: 2/-.
July 14 M.C. Mourie Pfeffer
July 21 M.C. Ken Ward

Dance at Cecil Sharp Housc, 2 Regents Park Road, N.W,1.

Tine: 6.30 puam, =~ 9.30 p.m.

lMusic by the Wallace Collection

Menberss 2/- Guests: 3/-
sunday  July 28 M.C. Margery Latham

O.I.F,D,
Dancing,
35 Hatherley Court
all contributions:

News Shect = Journal oFf the socicty
published monthly for nermbers, free

15th of prececding month,

Tor Internationzl Tolk
~ Editor: John Ungar,
W.2., = Deadlinc for

Hatherley Grove, London,
Stop Press: 23rd,
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