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Editor: Ken Blerckwood, 52% Commercisl Rosd, Z.l. Tel. 3TE 6237, MUS 3644 Ext. 999
Assistant Bditors: Lily Scuthgate and Stephon lard.

lizterial to be with the Editor cr the Editor's assistants before the 10th Februory.

Cleases 1965/1966

1. Monday Spanish Beginners 7.00-8,00 Margaret Coleto
2. "1 Monday Spenisgh Intermediate 8.00-9.30 Mergaret Colsto
3. Tuesdey Balkan Beginnera/Int.6,30-8,30 Kenneth Vard
4. Tuosday Brlkan Advanaoed’ ., - §,30-9,.30 ¥onneth Ward
5a Wedneaday International Intermediate 7.30-5.3%0 Hargery Lathem

The sbove are held at HUGH FYDDLETON SCHOCL, Corporntion Row, Clevkenwell Gresn, E.C..

At CHRILTOPLER H.TTCN SCH CL, Leystall Street, Hosshery Avenue, E.C.1.

+ Mendry International lgt Yenar 6.30-8.30 Morgery Loatham
6. lugndey Polisgh Beginners . 8.00-10.00

T Thurasday  Spenish Advenced T.00=-8.00 Mrrgaret Colato
g, Thurgday Spanish Flamenco 8,00-5,30 lergaret Colato

At CLNTHAL CLUB, Y. .C.hA., Great Russell Strect, ¥.C.l.

a, Fricay Internaticnal Advenced & T.30-9,30 Fathlecn Munros James
Tenchers Course

+ This elmas 18 arrenged by the G.L.C.
Light refreshmcenta are smvailable at all centres.

The Sceiety would like to welcome thres news monbersi-
Miss Vers Shew
dAr. kLermeth Spear-
M. Christopher Cooper

We hope thet they will enjoy their dancing =nd wish them =11 the best.
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El
Hrs Tribe, last month, and iMr. Sexby, page Ty are giving & felse impressiom of what
wag said about Mr. Beckford emd by whom., As the extrocts from the pest "Hewa" show,
lr. Beckford wrs requested by the members to gupply an explansticn of his actions
in regard to his positi n as Memebership Secretary ss well as concerning the Mid-
summer Danoe « YWobte from the extrasts following there has been ro outburst.
Helevant extracts from oreviovs issuesi-
July
v+.o "However, the members (at the Cenercsl lesting ) expressed their exireme
disazsprovel at the delay on the part of the Hembership Secretary in letting
the Treemsurer have the belenes of the cl-ss fee peyments, to encble him to
cchiplete his accounts. ilao, dissatisfrction vas exprecsed =t the 1-ck of
publiedity for fthe lidsummer Feativael tc b held of Forchester Hzll on the 12th,
o dutice Bnfordunctcly, Aiahnrd Boelfordi-hottorailp Secrotnrylnfd Orianizef of-
the Festival, wes not gresent at the iieeting to reply to gueaticns on those
+ two points anc the Conmictes were inastructed to ssk Rich-rd to urite a letter
of expleonati n for publiceticn in the "newe shest.
uly
"The Midsummer Festivel is prst. It was o olsesant snd enbertmining svening
but unfortunately it appears, at the moment to be e Pinrneial loss. Coste wore
absut £90 and income sbcut £70. Lore sdvertising snd having the ticlkets
v=ilsble sarler might heve made the account balance, ¥r. Beckford is to be
comnended for the ides of holding the Festival but not for its excouticm",
August
" About the expldanation required by the Half Yearly General Lesting from the
lembership Jeoretsry. Richord 3sckford vishes to inform =11 members that he
has token note of the requirements of this mecting ss reported to him, and will
incorporate this in & writion report to members covering tne Membership and
Cless enrolments for the yesr up to 30th June 1965. Vor very gocd reasons
it is nceegsary to give this within the context of the full Report nnd this will
be published in the September "News", He regrcots the further delay thet this
will ecause, and aaks for the indulgence of sembors',
(Fditcr's Wote: The above note wns approved by I'r. deckford. Motes the sromise
made and suwvacquently diskonoured).
peptomber
"Wo regret ve cro uncble to nrint vy Beckford's Mletter of expl-nation®
(that leitor which wes as cd for nt tho Half Tearly General liceting) for the very
atrenge reason that ¢ have had & vointblank refussl to our regqueat for the
letter. We would like to print out that lsck of co-cporation was the mein renson for
the Committec roquesting Nr, Boekfordls rosigneticnh,
Qetober
Mac 8till heve ne lettor of explonstion from fRiechsrd Beelford!.

(Bditor's Fote: This was the lest note inserted about this metter. M. Beeckford
nevor supplied the lotier requcsted by the members. o geve up =s we felt wovere
flogging a dead berse., The money gquesticn wos scttled leater. "he deeretary's

Wotes in the December issue stobe thet tho money ned boon recslved thoush toc
lete for the oorrset inelusion in the accuunta. )

This eorrespendence iz now elosed, (cxeunt to kr. Beckford}).
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3 30 West End Lanc, W.W.6. :
30th D ecomber 1965,

The Editor, S.I.F.D. Fews.

Dear Sir,

Although my Honorsry Membership has, for some cbscure reason, besn annulled (I don't
know what I have done), I wonder if I may have the behefit of your oclumns tc air a few
pointe which may be of interest to your members, eapecizlly if we look baek on 1965 and
lock forwerd to an enjoy=ble 1966,

For some yenrs, I have considered that Saturdsy nights in Lerdcn can be a bit dull,
If you like folk dancing , partisularly intern=tional, all that is svailable (as far as
I =zm aware] ig Irish dancing at one cr two small kalls arcund town, or the regular {(with
emphasis oh the 'regular') danoes =t Ceeil Sharp House. Why not an International dance on
Saturday nights? After all, Sunday morning follows, srd one cen recover ot leisurc!

I do appreeciste that this may adversely affeet the Sund-y Danccs at Flornl Street -
or would it7 It is quite possible thet o well run saturday Dence may encourage and fostor
better attendance 'n Sunday nights. This would be 211 to the good, as I heleiwve that we
heve been fighting a battle %o make these drncos pay, a8 1 know to my perscnal oo st,
(Musici-ng fees being directly rel=ted to the trkings).

Thia brings me to my next subjeet; during recent months we heve had quite o good
response from the sdverts in "What's On" and every week, during 1965, I have scen two
or three new pecple come along. Wherever possible, T have done my beat to make theose new
people feel 2t home, as I am sure hrove many of the longstanding members. But how many of
those pecple do vwe see now? How many have netually joined the 8.I.F.D.7 I would venturs to
suggest thet the total is very small - perhaps five or six pecplo.

What amazes me nore 1s that nobody tock the trouble to ssk thom for their nemes ~nd
addresses - 80 we have no record of where possibly aood potntisl members have gone to
and we cannot send them details of funstions or Jast "rlease come mlong cgain letters",
tne of the elenentary rules of businesa (2nd I should know) is, having got an intorested
customer, to do your best to retsin him, sc that he is contented and orders your goods
regularly. Simply substitutes new folk dancer (custemer) folk dancing (guods) Sunday and
other dances (regularity) and I think the same rules apply. Mey I suggest that (1) we
resume sdverts. (if they have been stopped) and (2) that we ask nll visitcrs to sign n
viagiter's book, with their names and sddrecses and bow they omma to hear of us in the £7 -t
bloce. What better woy of bringing back thesoMdrifters" then = well worded lotter invita.g
them to come along again to sur Sunday Dances, or, better gtill, join us on = Talk dance
week-end? Tthink you will all esgree that the bost wey to get to lmow pecple is o go on
8 weck-end, where tnere are country walks rid nctivi ties other then folk deneing.
I heve seldom secn pecple, on a group ralk, left on their owm. Ve ususlly split up into
congtantly changing splimter (scmetimes literslly) sub-grcoups and in this TAY YOuU enn
really get to know people. New members con find their feet., nct necezgarily on the drnee
floor. 4 Bisham Abbey week-end is a good exanple of thie.

The next point I weuld like to raise is thisg hrvirg attracted the new people,
lhew do vie retain them?

New peiplw when first introduced tc folk daneire, and marticulsrly international, rre
are shy and self-coneicus. T am sure thrt this is due sclely to the frot that they just
do not know how to do the dance or oven attompt it. Quite recently I was both 1.C. =nd
musician at Floral Street, and during the evening T mede o podlnt of asking scme of the

S

experienced doncers to shoe two cr thrse of our simple dancea. After the dance, several



i A.
commented that this should be done more often. By "show" I do not meon tench a dence
from first prineiples, but just run through the main movements, in slow time, szc that
people unfrmiliar with the d=nce orn get an iden and join in,. Ly atiitude is that it
does noy metter how well they perform the dance subsequently - the main fact 1t thet we
now have them participsting. Once over this hurdle, I think the resl is fairly plein
sailing. They rapidly gain confidence - Djstehko, Yindmill, Pur Tyr, ctc. become'their"
denee and they then ahve the urge to (a) perfect the steps ond styles and (b) lesrn mere
dances.

I am well =ware that elasses are held during the week end am not suggesting that
Sunday Soeiszl dances should bocome teaching sessions. But to gquiekly run through twe or
thres dances per evening ¥ill benefit not only new peiple, but members themselves, who
may; have forgotten or never learnt them., I feel sure that this approach will also swell
the rother measre attendance st some of the mid-we-k clazsses.

Ferhaps the ides iz not particulerly new or novel, but T sugzest that it is worth a
sericus try. After all, go to C.H.S5. any Ssturd-y night and you will find thrt nesrly
rary dahce is both shown and called, snd some of the regular doncers there must surely
. se been coming sinee before my time!

To return to the guesticn of » Saturdny night dance; if anycone is intercated
porhapa they would kindly contsocet me. To start with T suggest thete-
"l. They be ran, sey, on the first and third Saturdsys per month.

2. Beoindependant of S.T.F.D.,HL.G.F.0.5.,E.F.D.5.5.

3. ot held during the months May to September, becouss of light evenings,
holideys ete.

4.  That some form of sit-down-and-join-in be incorporated during the
evening. Ferhaps o short folk dance demonstretion hy a speeialist dance
group or 20 minutes of folk songs cte. (This last idem hos worked well
with the Hendon Folk Music Club, )

I must apologise for the length of this letter, but I do hope that the contents will
be of interest and, I hope, stimulate asome action to further our mutuel interest -
international folk dancing.

Yours faithfully,

CLIFFZRD H, BECK.

LETTER T0O THE EDITOR
I hope the crgrnisers of Folk Weave will not be discouraged
b¥ the criticism =s it was a good show in spite of frults.
I would like, however, t2 edd one pcint to those mede by Peter.
If the progremme iz chenged, then the audiencs must be told.
4 large part of those there were people with = resl intersst in
felk denecing. YWe expect information on the progremme to be
gorrect otherviss there is no peimt in printing it. The Bealkan
group viere the main offerders. Many pre. fessional groups from
oversens show the ssme discourtesy.

STUEHEN “ARD



D
COMTNG EVENTS

Sth Feb. SPANTSH FIGSTA

by Loa Thericos

At Ring's E-11, Lower (lapton Road, London E.8. A% 7,30 p.m.

it ze=a 1

Tigless Yved divgts Eell or et door.

2th Feb Inter-Vensi-w SLhal dowreoeds WUosh Dance,; ab Cholees Tom

from 70 Ukl Boopae Dememaspmndpn gl Tad
Taichetar L= ot sior, 4= in awieace from 100, 1L/

loth & 19zh ek, The Annual B.F.D.5. Folk Festival
at The RHoyal Albkert Aall

1‘cr1 sranaes wn Fridey evending, T.350 par. Baturdsy morningl, 30a.:.
Fhranesa 2,30 pam. oand evening 7.30 pon. Buest Yugoelew Teom,
Tickets from L.F.L.5. or the R.AL

24th Feb. Bezhon] Oresn Fetaivel of Arts

The tolk Dance sootlon of the Festivol =111 Tz a0 the evening
of Thurgcay, the 24la Icorusry, at York Fall, Zethrael Grecn, E.2,

26th Feb. _Bedem M sbival

At Kirg's Hall, Lower Cleonicn dosd, London B8, At T7.30 pum
'Il'*LLtﬂ from King's 111l or at the -'.3::.-5.r.

During February and Morch, on “edresday evenirgs from 7.00 to 8.30 p.m. there
will be a szeries of lr; tures, with musieal illustretions, on verious kinds
of African Mugic, at the Africs Centre, 38 Ying Slreet, W.C.Z2.

fdmizsicn  2/-




6.
Year Bditor,

Plemse accept the following informetion for publicstion in the Wews. Tt
is with regret I find it necessary to do this. As the Committee knows, I have voiced
an cbjection to using the Fews as a nenna of "kicking ot the other chap', I have no
alternative as Peter Colato chose to write his criticisms of Folk Weave without
ensuring that all his comnents were valid. Constructive criticism is valushble to any-
cne associated with producticns, and as we both serve on the drelety's Committes it
would have been pogsible to have discuzsed some of the shorteonings of Folk Weave
in = friendly manner at the Committee Heeting felloving the Show, It is now necessary
for me %6 reveal certain events which I had hoped not to mention, but to besr in
nind for any future performance.

Peter may recall that it wos the Committee's decisicn that he should not act as
Stage Maneger to Polk Yeave ss he was able to attend only one performance.

The delay in opuning Folk Weave was very armoying. The pinniast, who scecrding to

the report was 'having fits' five minutes before the show mas due to atrrt, had
setually, without permissicn, orgenized the removal of the pianc to the cpposite aide
°f the stage, thus causing ='light' panic at the last minute.

Arrangenents had been made by personal visits and consultations with the pornmanent
atage Manager of the Commonweanlth Institute, who made vericus suggestions, inecluding
the placing of the pianc. The Institute's sssistant in charge of the curtains aws
scting on previoualy srranged instructions, but was Prevented from eaprying them out
by the frequent off-atege demands of = nen-dancing member of a performing group.
Added to this, the lighting assistant wes hempered in her duties by an obstruction
i the tiny wing spsce provided for persomnel needing access to the telephone.

The cbatructi-n? None cther than Peter himself!

The lighting assistant, slso a Committee member, had taken a doy off work in order
to present the lighting plot and to attend o lighting rehears=l, which is demended
by the Commen wealth Institute management, in crder thet the operator can bo
prepared with his equipment. During the performanve, the 'Commandant of the Cubtaing!
also demanded different lighting, these commends to be cohveyed by telephons to

the cperator ebove the back of the suditorium. No wonder he l-st the cehlre piege of
the reccording deck.

The groups requiring specinl lighting were consulted long before the dey of the
erformance; their requests were on the lighting plot end the morning rehearssl was
ng satisfactory as it could be with the limited cquipment.

Regarding the engagement of the Piper for the Scottish dencer. Our Scottish member
travelled overnight from Scotland, taking a day off work, peying her own expenses,
in order to perform for us., 4 recording wes evailable, but live music waa better,
Consequently, when our Chairman, after many enquiriecs, heard of a piper whoe eould
help us provided he could leave on time to fulfill a previcualy made cngagement, it
uns decided that, 1n apite of the necessity to make » smell chenge in the progromme
his services would be used. Cost? One guines, out of which he had his travelling
expenses to pay from Hornchurch, Essex! Incidentally, the audience were not paying to
watch him, they were paying to watech the dancer. It was n thrill for them when he
appeared, for he had not been ineluded in the printed Progromme,

In exactly one year from now will be published ths 1967 Jenuary edition of the News,
Wuld any enthusiastic would-be critics of the Roynl Albert Hall Show 1966, please
check their comments before sending them to preas,

SATHLEEN MUNROE JAMES,



T 44 Tot-erhall Road,
Pelmers Green, M. 13,

2lst December 1965.
Dear Lditor,
I vae glad to read Hanry Tribe's letter in the 3.I1.F.0. News thig month, snd
I endorse all that he gays., I, too, would like to thank Richerd Beckford for all thet
he has done for the Society.

I was pleased alsc that Margery explained whot led to the cutburst ngaingt
Richard in the previocus issue. I have nct henrd his side of it, but ao often there is
a clash of personslitics in club committees cverywhere, with the Tesult that somebody
cannot give of his best, It is nobody's fnult,

The lidsummer Festivnl Dance was & most enjoyable evening, and a freind who came
with me - a newccmer to internationsl, but a keen English folkednncer - wes loud in
his preises, Althcugh it may not heve been A success in every way, 1t was certainly not
a flop; and T hope there will be others to follow,

The Society is big enough in every way, to toke these things in its strids, end
with the seagen of goodwill upon us I am sure we would all wish to extend tc Richerd
A hesrty weloome to all Society activities.

bipy I wish him, and every member of the Soclety, ~ very Happy and Prospsrcous Wew
Year.

fours sincerely,
JOHY SAXEY.

We apclogise for 2ll we've left out this month, e

The Bditor and Staff.

4 Brzoeckendale,
Liondon N.21.

4.1.66.

The Editor,
S.1.0.D. Hews

S5ir,

Those who remember Mr, Anton Nevak and his cheerfull and effective teaching of
Austrian dances will be sad to,hear that I hod the following letter from his son in
reply to my Christmes coard -

"I em very sorry to tell you that my perents heve disd last summer. They
had an accident with their enr. 8o it's my duty to wish you ond your family
good luck for the Few Year."

(Signed) Lrrald Novek,"

If one or other of the vlder S.I.F.D. members whe knew him would send o few
lincs to Herald Novok, this might be some comfort to him. The address is: H. Howal,
BO16 Graz, Oetweinplatz 9 /11, Styria, Austris.

HEINWZ & TLSE STRIEGAL,



HEWS FROM ABRSENT FRIENDS
(In this case Dorothy Sloan)

As time has rather caught up with us this Year snd as we nre unabdm to write an ccoount
of our doings to each of you personally, we hope that this'annual report' of the Ylcan
family will be acceptsble,

1965 began with a flourish with the arrival of Iain Hunter sround noon on New Year's day.
He weighed in At 91b.3% oz. and is now n henlthy 261bs. and still cating,

As soon ss Iazin was beginning to sit up and teke notice we had a most enjoysble tut =11
too brief visit from Gren Weir from New Zesl-nd. The two of them spent many happy hours
amusing one another and for a few days Gran was 'Hother' to all five 'children' when
Dorothy produced & orop of German Meamsles on Mother's Day!

During the winter, nt = Red Cross benefit, Dorothy won a return air ticket to Rome as n
door prize so we tock advantage of this windfall snd planned a quick tour of Europe
combining business with pleasure. Scme of the highlights of our trip were: = most
interesting weck in Portugel enjoying both the sights and the first beaches we had seen
ince cur ~arrival in Canada; a sunny week touring the Italian Riviera in our Fiat 500 -
the largest vehicld onc can navigste with any degree of safety on those roads; a
medieal meeting in Zurich from where we took m day trip to the Bernese Oberland and
climbed 7000 feet up the Alps in a chairlift- probably the most thrilling day in cur
trip; quick tours of Copenhagen,Stockholm and Oslo followed by three delightful days
with friends in Arendsl in Southern Norwzy, spent fishing and eating snd then eating
again; ten deys in London visiting friends, theatre gcing, shopping and revisiting old
bpunts; Liverpool revisited, followed by & weekend visiting relatives in and arcund
Iumfries; Scuth of the Border agein and aleng the Roman Wall to Neweastle-upon=Tyne;
a drive from there to Edinburgh for ocur final meaeting end its accompanying festivities
complete with haggis, pipers, and kilts grlore.

Cur trip home was designed to bresk us in gently for cur return to the world of work
and the kitchen sink - BEdinburgh to London to Lisbon to Santa Merie in the fzores to
Montreal and finally Toronto. In the whole trip we had only one reslly wet day and =
few showers - quite a reccird for Zurcpe.

Now we have settled in onee more after a very blase recepticn by the children who
appeared to have scarcely noticed cur six wecks absence. Gilliam, almost 5, has Jjust

egun ~t nurscry school and is very precccupied with her activitics there. Alastair
turned three just after our return and his mnin interest is the cap gun we br ught back
for him, Tain just eats and sleeps.

And so, to all of you, we send cur very best wishes for o happy and prospercus New Year.

DORCTHY,

HARROW GREEN | ROGRAMME

Classes and Dances ore held on Wednesdays at 8.00p.m. at Oxford House, Mape Street,
( off the Bethnal Green Rond). Station: Bethnal Green.

Feb 2 7 - Dina Keufman Rumsnisg Feb 23 Heing & Ilse Striegnl fustria
Feb.9 Phili: Thornton Jugoslovia Kor 2 Philip Thornton Jugcelavia
Feb.16 John Hughes Fronce bigr g Eve Economidou Gresce

Mar 16 Di. Cyriax Sweden.



BALKAN PES.TIV.AIL I

SATURDAY 26th FERRULRY 1966,
Ta30 pem.
EING'S HALL, LCWER CLEPTON RQ4D, E.5.

Groups participating BAIXAFSKO ORO, ZIVEO FIRFOV, SFB BULGARINM, THURROCK,
TEE DUNAV BAND & ELIZABETH & WADI: LETSKY.

Dances, Songs & Music from SIRBTA, CROATIA, MaCADONIA, ALBANTA, BULGARTA,
GRETCE & RULANTA.

ENTRANCE FREE

Followed by a Balkan Party ot THE DANCE CENTRE  from 11.00 p.m.

Please bring scmething to eat & drink

EROCRAME FOR SUNDAYS TV FUBRUARY

Musiciang _ ¥.4.
At the Deance Centre 6 Feb. wilf Horrocks = Cliff Beck Cliff Beck
12 Floral Street #.C.L. 13 Feb. 5t Valentine's Dance
( 2 minutes Covent Gdn Opera 20 Feb. Herry de Onux- Bernard Dixon KXen Blackweod

At CECIL SH:RP HCUSE
2 Regents Park Road, M.W.1l. 27th Feb. The F.D. Band Mergery Lathan

SOCTETY FOR INTERMATICNAL FOLE DANCING

Chairman Krs Mergery Lathem, WHI 9000 Txt. 701
14 Beechwood Awve. Hew, Surrey PRO 1055

Secrctary Miss Lily Southgato AMH 0428
52 Bembury House, Banbury Romd, E.9. CIT 1212 Ext 449

Tressurer & kr. Helend Royston-linton
Lembership Sec. 151 Holly Street, E.8.

Demonstration Miss Kathleen Nunroe Jones Latford 243523

Secretory 14 Oskleigh Dwive, Croxley Green
Riclmansworth, Herts
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