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Editors Ken Blackwocd, 523 Commercisl Reosd, B.l. Tel. STE 6237, MUS 3644 Hxt. %99
Asgzistant BEditcra: Llly Scuthg tb and Stephen Yard.

CLESSIS 1965/66

AT HUGH MYDDLESOMN SCHOOL, Corp@rsticon Row, Clerkenwell Green, E.C.1l,

1., Mond~y Spenish Heginners T.00=-8,00 Ilargaret Colsto
By Mondny Spanish Intermedinte B.00-9.30 Margaret Colatc
3. Tueadsy Brllkam Boginners &

Irntermzdinte f.50=8,30 Kenneth “ard
4 Tresday Balkan Advancod 8,5%0=9.350 Eenneth Wnrd
T Wedneaday Interncticnsl Intermedinte T.30-9,%0 Margery Latham

AT CHEISTOPHER LATTON sSCEOOL, Lewvatall Street, Hosebery fAvenue, B.O,1.

GLC Monday Internaticnal lat Year £.30-6.30 Margery Lathem
E. lMonday Polish . Generel 8,00-10.00 Betty Harvey

T Thuraday gpenish fdvaneced To00-8,00 liargaret Colato
&, Thursiay  Spenish Flamenco B.00-9.32 IMargaret Colatc

In 1966/196? there will be a olsss to toseh dsneers how to teach folk dences. The
certificats that will be aworded on satiafroto vy completion of the Course will be
recogiised by the G.L.C.: People and Groups interested should apply divect to the
Chairman, Mrs Margery La‘shaz.

If you haven't yet tried Prlish dancing - =nd ewen if you hawve - why not come along
on Monday to Christopher Hatton Schosl, where Miss Betty Horvey will introduce you
te the Polish style of daneing and you can spend a very enjoysble twe hours, fron
8.00 to 10.0C.

ARE YOU AN FFITCIERT AND RELTABLE TYFIST? If 8o, how vould you like to help our
team of Ken Blockwood, Lily Scouthgrte, John Hughes and Stephen werd tc produce tho

"Wews! by typing the stencils for ug eoch month? Our present typist, baureon VGeight,

has been doing this Jjob for quite & long time now snd feels the ne=d of o brezk. We
el provide the typewriter, but need somecne to provide the time and enorgy to type
the stencils. If you are willing to help us, plesse contoct the Blitor.

If you can't type, can you beby mind? Either will do ne,( Maureen).

A



SEBORETARY LS NCTES

N

firet let me cor-ect any misunderstanding that may have arisen from last month's

Notes, wherein I said that Ien 9illson, as Sccial Seeretary, will be responsible for
organising sceial events within the Scciety. This is not exactly correct sg I now under-
stand that Tan will not necessarily orgonize the social events but will be responsible
for collating dates and keepihg a'disry of scei-l events' both within the Sdclety and
connected with the Society and to try, where possible, to aveoid any clashes in dntes.

He will plsc help in t=king bookings, hiring hells ete. Ian hes already booked a hall
for our next big dance - Porchester Hall, on the 2nd July.. The dance will be orgﬂnized
by Peter Lilley and Roland Minton, who will be letiing us heve more detﬁlls at & later
da-te-

fie mede = small surplus on our dances at the Dance Centre during March but gs we are
now faced with 2 very lnarge inerease in the charge for hire of this hall, it is more
essentisl than ever that members support these dences if we are to carry on with them,
In perticular, don't forget our Mszy Day Dance, on Sunday, lst May.

Finsnces as at 27th Marchi-  O-~sh in Bank €661, 2, 7 Deposit a/c
£358.11.1C.  Current a/c.
Cash in Hend  £18.10. 4

Membership: 256 membera, and 6 affiliated groups.

fwy 1t April, our Spenish Group, Los Tbericos, gav: o very cclourful snd lively show

% York Hall, displaying a lovely collectich of costumes and n variety of Spanish dances.
The Show was scmewhnt marred by a very late start and, unfortunately, the eudience wos
very sparse, which must have been disappointing for the group after all the work that
had been put into publicising this event. However, und=auntezd, Los Ibericeos are now
plenning three shows for Toynbes Hall Theatre in September, which they hope will be
better attended.

The programme for our Royal Albert GHall Show is in the proceas of being put together
but it is difficult at this stage to give any deteils as there are many items still to
be confirmed. Affiliated groups are being asked what costumes they possess and this will

te of assistence in deciding what items to include. 3everal gueat teams have hean
proached nnd we hope to meke the progremme os varied =nd colourful as poasible®
(x). See later notice on back page.

Our Publicity Secretery, Peter Lilley, has changed his address and now lives at:-

A8 Tilehurst ioad,
Reading, Berka.

Telephone: HReading {CRE4) 51452

In the lnst twé issues of the 'Hews! we have nsked for = wvolunteer to take on the

typing of the stencils fob the magazine and so relieve our present typist, Maureen Welgnt,
e have had only one offer. In a membership of 256, there muat be surely several

pectle who ecan type. I presume you still want o mogazine. If so, how about a little
“o—operation?

LILY SOUTHGATE
Hon. Becretary.
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BALKAN DIARY ’

Two items of note come to mind. Felleowing thelr sppearance at the Commonwesnlth
Institute, the men of the group were invited to dance at the ~nnusl cohcert of
'Educaticn in World Citizenship ' weo. held at Centr-l Hall, Yestminster, orgeniscd
by the United Fations. The audience were, as usual, wonderful, and the reception,
if not up to the "Bestle" standard, was terrific.

Later, on Saturday, 6th February, the whole group danced again at the Central Hall at
the invitation of Mr. Soric, hcad of the Yugoslav Travel Office,; in o programme
organised by a group of travel agents. The main item of the ewvening, in n packed

house, was the performance of Moresk= by a group of islanders from Korcula, off the
TDalmatian coast. Koreska is usunlly performed on the 27th of July each year, and in
dance and mime portrays a battle. There appear to be severnl ideas ns to who the
partieipants sre, and the following are noted, of which the first is the one given at
the performance. 1) Between the Venetinns and the Moors, 2) betwesn the King of the Moors
snd the Sultan of Turkey, (which might explsin the costume of the princess), 3] the Eing
of Spain and a Fegro King nemed Bulba, whose wife hes been sbducted. The deneors!
cogtumes are theatrical, symbolic replices of medi~evel crigin. The dance, thought to
have been introduced into Koreuls by seilors returing from the Zast, is of great

vigour, As a matter of interest, Korcula wse the birthpl-ce of Marco Folo.

The Mkacedonisn dances performed at short notice by the Balkan group were well received,
even by many of the Yugoslavs preacnt, and cn the following Wednesday menbers who
performed were asked to a cocktail party at the Yugoslav Embasay given by the Cultural
Attache, at which the 'islanders' seng with great cmotion and gusto.

1GRLE

THE CECIL SHARP HOUSE DalCE IF MAY WILL BE ON THE 22WD, NOT THE 29TH.

Dear Editor,
Sundey Dances and Me

i1l someone please tell me why very few people ever want to drnce with me at
the Sunday dances? Since I first started going to these denccs some threc or four
years ago, 1 have sat cut for almost the whole evening geveral times, and lnat night
was yet ancther of those occasicns. Near the beginning of the evening I was nsked
to denee twice, and that was my lot! Imegine how I felt when, time after time, all
the girls around me venished onto the floor and I was laft, to watch, yet sgrin.

If only someone would tell me why., It moy hurt me, but it hurts cven mere
to feel sbgolutely unwanted as a donecing partner.

Yeura faithfully,

WALLFLO ER
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EULJUS - TALLIHN

Iag anyone intereated in Estonian Doneing?

In Tallinn {formerly Revel), ospitel of Estonin, there is =~ very proficicnt
group of over sixty folk dencers. They sre =mateurs, bul =8 Estonia has no proffessicnal
State ensemble they often tour the T353R and ocensicnally other neighbouring cocuntries,
glving concerts and demonstraticns of Hatonian dancing and music. On four they show
only Estonian dences, but =t home they nre working on om internstional progromme, which
g0 far includes only = lew Finnish, Russian, Polish, Czech, Rumenian and Tarseli dances,
When I waa there a fow days ago, I showed them Eleno Momo, =g danced on the Black Sea
and in Oxford, ~nd they are very keen to learn other Balkan andelsc English, French,
Scottleh ete. dances. They would be delighted to exchangs records, tapes, or printed
migic, with instructionsa,

A few comments on the practice T sow there. They mect three evenings a week and
practise from 8 pem. to 11 puom., beginning with an hour's warming up exercises, then
practising elementary steps and set donces. They are divided intoe three groups,
¥y nger, girls'!, ~nd clder, ench with about twenty dancers, the zldest of the older
#. .up being sbout 26. The Bstoninns are related to the Finns and the Hungarians, and
their dancing is lively and cheerful, almost always ir ccuples and usually based on
a plka or a waltz thythm. As the bagic dances are very simple, the lesders of this group
- & husbanpd and wife who have been doneing snd colleeting dances nll their lives -
have asccepted the nee=d for chorecgraphy, and have out together a number of deances, =@ome
very effective, based on Estenisn folk atories, or on typierl episoded of Estonisn life.
Some of them heve been published, I have cne hefty tome in Istoniasn, and one slim one,

th five of the most popular dances, in Ru ssian. They oculd bo tranelated without
" much trouble.

The loiseev Company presents st 1®sst one Estonian dance "Jumping Polka™ ( my
trﬁnalatiun} and I believe SITT Interninticnal Classes do use =ome, but if anyome is

interested in learning more sbout Estoni-n dencing, this grcup would be a very pleasant
and useful contact.
ANFE PEINWINGTON, Mozcow.

{— 3] B3 .5 4 ] 1} 4

{ "ast Correspondeonce

Sinee the 3,.I1I.F.D. Shce 'Folkweave! lest yeor, there heve boon geveral letteors
publicghed in this m-grgine. We hove received yet one more from Hen Vard, the teacher
and leader of our Balkan Group, Ken's letter points out thet it is his beleif that
Margaret Colabo's letter is incorrect =nd that Kathleen Munros Jemes' atatement thet
Pater Colato was on the Stage is true. Peter states that he wos 'on stage' and
thack-atage 'before and after the show, and during the intervel, but not during the
performance, 1% appears to us, =s indecpendant observers (we were not present at the
Show}, that there is room for corfusion on both sided, and that almost certrinly
heither of the two prineipals is completely right or completely wrong.

we refusc to 2ccept any more letters on $his subject, which we feel 18 = discussion
that is not benefiting the 5.I.F.D. =t all, %e would recommend to the principnls that
teey publicly sbandon this profitless argument and sccept that after scme six months
it is imposeible to be certain exsotly whon Peter wes on the stage.

K#N BLACKYWOOD, Bditor.



54 SHURT YISTORY AWD DSCRIPTION OF THE FOLKICORE GROUP=-
"FAULITEIROS DE MIH/ANDA™

Deascription of town and aetting:

In the North-castern corner of Tortugal, on the Spanish
horder, hidden behind high mountaing and on a rocky ledge overlocking the Doure river -
whei gives it the name of Mirands do Dourc - is a large, primitive village, in which
are preserved vestiges of anciont folkdances and the ssaceiated costumes. The pecple are
suspicious of foreigners and even of strangers from other parts of Fortugel. They have
a curicus language which is a cCegencrate Spanish. & lawge, ugly, Rennissance church
dominated the town with its cld houses - the door lintels carved with roses or thistles,
signs of the passing of British regiments during the Peninsular wars. As in a1l of
Fortugal, the darkness =nnd suspician of =1l that is foreign has kept ~live the gay and
gad, perceful and belligerent, fulklore of this lost corner of the lnnd.

The group wes founded and established in the Mirandan villege of Duas Izgrejas by ite
present director, Father Antonio liaria Mourinho, in 1945. It is made up of loecal
peasants which helps to prescrve the folklore authentieity. In 1946 it was recognised
nationally es having ethnogrnphienl merit on the ocemsion of the concourse held by the
National Seeretarint of Informaticn in the eity of Porto. From 1948, it h-s perticipated
in naticnal and foreign folklore festivels and won four first prizes in 1953 in Spain.
The group has danced in soveral festivnls abroad, among the mest importent being in
France, Belgium, Italy, Austrizm, Holland, and Germany.y

The traditicnal musical instruments are:- the bagpipes { the body m-ode of the skin of
s sheep or goat) made by the cwner, a 'war - drum' snd bass drum, a prstoral flute,
different sized tembourines, trisngles, conch shells, producing deep, mooning notes,
cagtanets, snd a high pastoral whistle, =till used by the mountein herdsmen today.

The group performs male dances { these are the actusl 'pawliteircs' or stick dences),
mix.d danccs, and dances for women, The male dances are only performed by men during
religicus festivals. They hove the charactsr of war-dancss, doncoa representing the hunt,
or dsnces of love or religious significance. They are generally performed during
processions in honour of 5t. Barbara and the Virgin Mary.

The mixcd dences, with or without choruses, are performed by men ~nd women in typiesl
folk- costumecs in various villeges, cither on Sundey alterncon or on secular cccasions

The women's datees, which are more modsrhn than the male roneca ( for originally) in
primitive mountain communities the women were not sllowed to dnnce- presumtbly it would
have aroused the men too much) snd the themes are generally of local little stories

1l sCenes.

The prineipasl dances performed are the following:-
Carmelita - danced in honcur of 5t, Mary.

Cempanitas de Toledo - o dance with geogrephieal motifs.

dance which deseribes the journey of 25 storka ncross the bridgs at

Ponte - &
Igolendera on the plein of Lech

Cnballero - o drnce representing the teaching of horse-riding.
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Salto dc Castelo - possibly one of the earliest examples of folk-ballet, in which the
dencers, tc the sound of castenets and bogpipes, form towers of
e caatle and. the others, with a complex serics of leaps, twiste,
and somersaulis, assault the 'castle!.

Picha - & solo flute accompehies o scene between e shepherd and = wolf which has
taken the best lank of the flock,

Dansa Das Fléra - & street dance for the Testiwval of 3t. Barbars on the 4th December.

Perlimpinchim = a dance song, the joy of a mother on secing her sleeping son.

Galandum - 2 wild derece with reccompaniment of choruses and all the instruments
fdescribed,

In the stick dences, the costumes snd the hats are adorned with ribbonsg and flowers.

my theory is that $hese costumes are corruptions of the original Celtic kilt (still wormn

today in Scctlend, and prrts of Irelﬁnd} a garment worn by warviors, ms seen from early
intings and sculptures all through the Mediterranean, the mountain areas of Spain,

witd Portugel and Brittary; the development of this dress in folklore is deserving of |

great research. Hotice the similerity between the costuses of Hirends and certain

English groups. The decorated hats moy be = vestige of primitive cemouflsge - branches

and flowers, worn to concesl the movementa of attecking groups ns they crossed the

land under the survey of the castle watchmen.

In the Flover Dances, the men wear brown suits with blrck hats and sashes, while the
gomen wear clothes esch of o different eolour.

Apart from the typical Mirandan click snd the traditionsl closk of honour, the cther
olithes usct are those which have been worn by shepherds, penssanis and villegers
gince the last century. Theso are made of locslly made meterial woven and worked

by the women - "burel'. Alsc, a thick, brown serge is used - the 'saragoeal,

WATKENDS AWAY

"+ the 16th to 18th September there will be ancther folk dance weckend at Uplands,
Conr High Wycombe, It is in good welking country in the Chilternsg and has o good dance=-
floor, and ctheor smenities, Visitors have single rooms. Cost £5. 5s.

‘he next weekend st Bish-m Abbey has been fixed for 13th to 15th January, 1967.

Bogkings and engquiries for both weckends should be sent ftoi= Prof. J.F. Richardson,
Dept. of Chemical Engineering, University College, Swansen, Glam.

HAGRCW GREEZN FROGERAMEE

4th May Eve Eoonomicou = Greck lst June To be Arranged

11th May Visit to Chingford Group dth June Henry Goldstein - Israeli
18th Moy To be Arreanged 15th June  Harendra Kotiysn - Basque,
¢5th Mey Dr. Cyrisx - Swediszh Catalen £ Argentine.,

The 1lth Mey meeting will be held at Wellington Avenue Schocl, 0ld Church RHoad, Chingford.
Uther mectings at Oxford House, Mope 5t., E.2. (off Bethnal Greon Rd], at 20.00.
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ROSSLI  SCHOTYTSCH

Couple Dance. Facing L.0.D., inside hands held, free hand cn hip. Beginning with
putside foot - man L, lady H.

2) With other foot, repeat above.

%) With cutside foct, tep toe on floor, crcssing it towsrds partner, then tap other
toe on flucr, crossing 1t away from partnexr

4) Taking both hands, turn partner in = small ciscle with four wallking ateps.

I 1§ Heel, toe, step, clcae, step.

Repeat this three more times.
II Waltez hold. lan L. foot, lady R.
2) Repest sgaingt L.O.D.
3 Four spring-weltz steps, turning nnd progressing slightly in L.0.D.

Repeat thres times more. :
ITT Waltz holad,

li Tap heel, toe, step, close, step, in L.0.D.

1) Four slipping steps in L.0.D., turning on the 4th, so that lady has back to
pentre of room

22 Four slipping steps in 1.0.D., turning t- ovn side on 4th.

3} Fomr spring-waltz steps, turning s=nd progressing slightly.

Repeat once more

Ropeat whole dance.

Reeordings of music for this doance sre avnilable.

20% DISCOUNT

The chence now exists to buy Sceiety recor's and bocks at reduced ratea.

Meke your enguiries to =  Miss liarjorie Bracey
125 Reigete Avenus,
Sutton, Sursey

Ei. Note:
The above is Merjorie's present address; the address given last month
at Harrow is her perent's address. Ve apclogise to Marjorie for any ine
inconvenience

Wo welecome the following new members:
Miss Althea Richardson
liiga Jean Celder
Mr, & IMra. J. Cotth
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s NOTES ON DEMONSTRATTONS

!

TDuring the first we. k of Februsry Tth, the Vomen's Institute organised an English end
Internstional Folk Dancing Course at tholr college near Abingdon Berks. I acted as
tutor for the international dancing, which proved extremely popular. Many of our books
were scld toc repregentatives of Institutes from Guernsey to Northumberland., I was
present at a most enjoyable session of Engliish folk dencing given by Miss Du Cene,
well known to schools in Herifordshire as an expert in teaching dencing and fiddling
et the same time,!

On 5th March, I geve instruction at a training course for officers of the Girls!
Brignde at Boxmoor in Hertforéshire. This mesnt more bocks and records sold.

The Second Fulk Dence Concert was given at the International Students House on Friday,
25th Karch. The audience was most receptive. May I thank the members of the groups who
contributed to the succeszs of the evening:

Hoernchureh - Dances from Germany
Los ITbericos - Spain

5.1.F.T: = France

Zivko Firfov Group - The Belkans

Kenneth Ross, of the Gaelie Choir, gave a beautiful rendering of mouth music and folk
songs in Gaelic - a pleasant contrast to our dances. An enthusisstie member of the
andience introduced himself to me as a Jugoslav in this country to study music. He
asked to meet the musicisn/dancer of the Balken Group "for he is so very good, the _°
style and atmospaere was perfect, it made me feel I was at home in Jugoslavia., Is
_;'- English?'. What better recommendation for joiming Ken's Belken clasa?

The 5.1I.F.D. dancers geve = demonstration of German dances at Lewisghen on Saturday,
2nd April; snd on Saturdaw, 16th 4April, The Croxley Green Mexicnn doncers will teoke
part ih a concert at Holland Terk, for the Dawoodi Bohra Undcom,

The anhunl holiday dance course for young people will take place at Cromer, Norfolk ,
from 16th to 23xd April.

On Saturdny, 30th April, an 3.1.F.D. group will demonstrate dances at Gloucester
Training College - a group created twoe years -go by an enthusiaatic student and
-member of the Croxley Green Group.
FATHLEEN MUNROE JoMES.

SOCIETY FOH INTERNATICNAL FOLK DANCING

Chairman Mra Margery Latham FROspect 7055

14 Beechwood Ave., Kew, Surrey, WHI 9000 Lxt. TOL
Secretary lWigas Lily Bcuthgate AMH 0428

52 Banbury House, Benbury Read, E.9. CIT 1212 Ext. 449
Treasurer & Mr. Rolend Royston Minton

Memterahip Secrotary 131Hclly Strect, E.8.

mamonstration WMigs Kathlecn Munroe Jomes, Tatford 24323
Secretary Li Onkleigh Drive, Croxley Green, Rickmensworth, Herts,
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AN IMPCARATANT NOTICE

ROYAL AIBERT HALL 1966

There will be no report on preperations for the programme ms there
is pertain lezislationto be dealt with concerning = perlismentaory
Bill which may make chorgea for hiring the Hall too prchibitive
for the resources of the Socelety, The members of the sub-committee
have discussed the matter with the Menagement of the Roysl Albert
Hall and will report on this tc the Committee.

KATHLEEN MUFROE JAMES

THE CECIL SHARF HOUSE DANCE IN MAY WILL BE ON THE 22nd, NOT ON TiE 25th

FROGRANGIE FOR MAY

Musicirns M.C.

Sunday, lat May GSPECIAL IIAY DAY DANCE at

Dance Centre Cliff Beck & Wilf Horrocks Ten Willson
Sunday, B8th May Dance Centre Cliff Beek Cliff Beck
Sundey,15th May  Dence Centre ilf Horrocks John Dear
Sunday,2:nd May Cecil Sharp House Folk Dance Band Wilf Horrocks
Sundey,29th May WHIT SUNDLY
COMING
Tth May - London Highland Games, at Richmond Athletic Ground - Ar'migsicn 4f-
end July Dance at Porchester Hall

5tk to 10th July Internationsl Musical Kisteddfod, Llangollen.
26th November "See How They Dance", Hoyal Albert Hall.
As a member of the S.I.F.D., it is your privilege to heve your say in the affairs

of the Bocelety. Your opportunity will be st the Half-Yearly General llecting, to be
held on Saturday, 11th June 1966, at Hugh Myddleton School, at 3 p.n.

MAY NEwWS 1966



