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This month's cover is by Carcline Thomas, April being tulip time in Eolland.
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Offimara of the Committes:

Chairman:  Bert Frice, Secretary:  Kathleen Monroe Janes,
2% Bunnydale Hosd, 14 Cakleigh Lwive,
London, S.E.12 Croxley Green,

i ckmanaworth, Herts.
TATFORD 24323,

Treassurcr: Marjorie Bracel, Membership Secretary:
37 Cygnet Houas, Roland Minton,
Belsize Read, 131 Helly Street,
Londen, H.W.6. Dalston,; H.8.
%28 1,492

Temonstration Becretary:
Margery Latham,
14 Beechwood fverie,
Kew, Hichmond, Surrey.
Home: PRO fO55
Works: WAL 9000 Ext, 636.
B bl o b 5 ik ok
BADGES
5.1.F.D. Badges for lapel, scooter, and car, at 3/6y T/6 and 12/6
respectively, can be cbtained from our Fembersaip Gecretary,
Roland Minton {address abave).

RECURDS
S.1.F.D. records are aveilable from recorded Sound Lid., 27-31
HBryanston Street, Londom, W.l.

BOOES :
Our books are published by Fergamon FPress and are chtainakle, to
order, through any beookseller, price 1/6.

Tiscournts are chtminable on records and bocks purchased by members for their
cwh use. Full details from Marjorie Bracey (address above).



The HALF-YEARLY GEFERAL WMEETING will be held on Saturday, llth Msy, at 3 p.m.
at Christopher Hatton School.
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We hope to be resuming cur cpen-sir dances again this year and hope to be
dancing in the Cockpit, Hyde Park on the following Saturdays:- l8th lay,
22nd June, 13th July, and 3rd August. These dates will be confirmed later,

En ek b S e S

SUNDAY DANCES

At a meeting held on the 15th March, the Committee gave very careful con-
sideration to the forms returned by members, giving suggestions for improvement
of the Sunday evening dancea. As you can imagine, this was a formidelle task
as there were o many different, and in many cases conflicting, opinions Lo be
considered. However, all the complainis snd suggesticns were read and discussed,
and stepa are being taken to carry out as many of the suggestions as are
practicable.

To those of you who do not like the hall at Floral Street; as we only rent
the hall and do no% own it, we regret there is little we can do about acoustics,
lighting, decor, furniture etc. To those of you whe ask us to discourage cliques
and get the men to circulate more; we regret we can only ask the men to please
co-ocperate, and ssk everyone to makes sn effort lo welcome newcomers.

The Commities, on their part, will endeavour toi-

} Improve the organization of Sunday dances generally.

Improve the standard of dancing.
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Tuprove the music.
Have ocecasional demonstrations.
Start the dances punctually.

Encourage people to wear costume for Ceecll Sharp House.

—] Onoan e
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five a certain amount of instruction on Sunday evenings.

8) Encourage new M.C.'s snd improve the M.C.-ing generally.

The Committes wish to thank you all very much indeed for your co-operaticon
in putting forward so many suggestions, which have proved most helpful.
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BALALATEA DANCE GRCUP

The Publicity Secretary of the Balalaika Dence Group has sent me the
following interesting article of their activities:-

The Balalails Dance Group can look back on a good year. ie nave been very
fortunate in getting valuable lessons from visiting Soviet artists, sad we

have had about one fairly big performance a month. Our first contacts were

the Red Army snd their choreographer, Usher Chmslnitzky. Vhen we approsched

him 2rnd timidly asked whether he would give us a lesaon, he asked how many

we were and then said, "Bring them all!". So we turned up at the Albert Hall

on a Sundey morning, srd whenh we were changed and warmed up Mr. Chmelniteky

soked us to show him what we ococuld do. %ith fear and trepidation we went into
our Hopak, Whern we had finished, we said meekly; Of course; this was terrible;
some things wentl wrong because we were 80 nervous, and oould he please tell us all
the things we should change. But, to ocur delight, he seld; Mo, on the contraxy,
it had been very good, and nervousness he took into congideration, and who had
done the choreography? What? We ourselves? Mo, really, it was veTy goods the
only thing he would put in would be "a picliure” in the middle of it, s& he himself
uses in nearly =11 his dapces.

He then proceeded to show us a Eoroved (a round dance) ae had chorsographed

for eight couples. There are a great many Horoveds in DBuasiag practically

each region has a typical Horoved, He told us that this one was a goneresl one,
and should be danced by girls wearing long Sarafans for the first, slow, part
ard short Sarafans for the second, quick, part. %e are in the proceas of having
these "guick change" Sarafans made. A Barafan, by the way, iz the typical
Russian dress, with s full skirt, and straps over the shoulder, worn over a
white blouse, and the headdress for this is 2 "Eokoshnik", with a bow at the
bzek of the head, or a veil.

While Mr. Cimelnitzky was giving us the lesson we were amusged and eavious of

his directions, ".... I now nesd a small boy who plays the balaleika .... now I
need & t2ll hoy who playe the accordion...." just like that! Of course in Russia
where they have hundreds of spplications for every wvacancy, ne wouald have the
choice of about fifty if he specified a boy with red bhair and one grey and one
hlue eye who could balahce = balalaiks on the top of his head!

At the end of the lesson he asked us wers we working next Saturday? lMo? Well
then four of us should turn up and he would show us the guick part, 5o eight of
us turned up, vubt he was not there. When an hour later he 2til1l had not arrived
we tried %o ring the hotel but were told that there was nobody of thal name
staying there. (This turned out te be a case of opticral spellirg, the letter
¥ in Rusgisn, proncunced like the Sccttish ch, can be spelt in Tnglisgh either
vith a Kh or a Ch)., 8o I went to the hotel and found him sitting peace ully in
the lobby looking at me with soulful eyes and saying, "Are you weiting for me?

I couldn't remember whether I said 12.30 or 1.30". But then he collected twe of



his boys and give us another valuable lesson. Then he asked two of us to
come again the next morning and he would show us some steps. Ho four of
us came and learhed some rather tricky drumming steps from kis bhoye, a8
he himgelf could net come.

Tt mede us very proud and pleassd that he netually offered to glve us
lesacns, rather than we having to beg for them, and consequently e wers

not as nervous as we would heve been otherwise, when we were aaked to appsar
in a performance in Surbiton in the same programne 23 SOME of the HRed Army
dencers and singers.

We nope to show the "striptease Horovod" in our new costumes in the not too
distant future.

JEMIA GRADAN.
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DEMONSTRATIONS

Teams sre needed for the following demonstrations. If you are free, plesse
let me have your Nanes.

FAY

Saturasy, 18th  4-6 p.m. Cockpit, Hyde Park

Saturday, l8th  Evering HertTord Choral Scociety Dinnerj helf-hour programnd.

Saturday, 26th - 2nd June Kilkenny Beer Festival (not finelly accepted vet).

JUNT

Friday, ld4th  Ivening Soven Kings Catholic Socialj demonatration &
pudience participation.

gaturday, 22rd  4-6 p.m. Cockpit, Hyde Park; Midsummer Maypole DIance.

JULY

Saturday, 13th  4-6 p.m. Cockpit, Hyde Park.

AUGTST

Seturday, srd 4-6 p.m. Qockrit, Hyde Park; with possible German team

ae gueata.

MARGERY LATHAM.

oK R e E



BETHMAL GREEY FERSTIVAL

#hat has become of the international folk dance sseticon of the Bethnal
Green Featiwval? This year, the entry was meoat dissppeinting, and on the
rrogramme only one team was cntered in the adult section - the Balalaiks
Lance Group. Having attended this Festival regularly for many years, mostly
as a participant but this year as an onlecker, I cen well remember occasgions
when there have been as many as eleven adult teams entersd and we hed bo wait
arcund until psst 10 p.m. for our turn tc dance. This year, with criy the Balalsika
Group entered, it looked as though the Cup wes going to be handed cver just as
g Tormality. Lowever, at the last minute, thers was an entry from an adult
Irish ftieam and, although the Balalaika team give a very good performance, so well
did the Irish perform their coiligh dance that they won the Cun.

I was sorry not to =zee the usual line-up of the Czeck Group, the Dulgsrians,
the Balkan Group, the various Spanish Groups, Indisns, Harrow Grecn, ete., and it
might be a good ides if the authorities contacted groups who have enthusiastically
perticipated in the past, to find cut way they have all leoszt interset. It may be
that they would prefer to dance in a Festival of Intermetional Folk Dancing rather
that & competition for & Cup, and also that the adjudication has not always been of
8 nigh enough standard. It would be a pity to see this Festival die out altogether,
and perkeps, with o litile recrgarizatior by the authoritiss it could be brought back
to the high stendsrd it once attaoinsd.

However, I was pleased to see the snthusiasm shown by the Junior teams, of
which there wers eleven., They included in their programme Russian darcing, Secttish,
Irglish Repper Bword and Country, Czech, Hungarian, and Bulgarian. A% last the
schoolehildren are getting awsy from the uniform of plimsolls, navy blue skirts,
white blouses, and the teachers are snowing some imegination in making for the
cnildren more authontic costumes and arrvanging dances to suit the character of the
country. Particularly zgood were the Czech costumes, and also the Hungarian and
Russian were quite good. The Bulgarians were best of all, in costume, style, and
quality of dancing and singing, and inevitably they were presented with the Cup for
the juricr section. I noticed that the Bulgarian Cultural Attache who was present
was perticularly thrilled by their performanco.

Taking an average of twelve members per team {scme had 20), there were 132
young potential members for the 5.T.10, at thias Festival, but, apsrt {from John
Leke in the Balalaika team, and Kathleen Mertin, who trained the Russian team, T
was the only member of the S.I.F.D. thers to watch this Festival. Maybe this is
wiy we don't draw in any new young members - we just den't go lookirng for them.
(I noticed Mr. 'Nibs' Mathews of the E.F.D1.3.8. sitting with the V.I.T.s).

LILY 30UTHGAT
]

A WTEW FPOLE DANCE GHOUT

& new folk dence group has been formed at Borough Green, near Wrotham, in Kent.
Ar Inaugural Dance will be held in the VILLAGE HALL, HIGH 3TREET, BOROUGE GRERH,
cn SATURDAY, AFPRIL 27T 1968, from 7.30 until 11 p.m. All Scciety members are
cordially invited to come end help the group off to a good start.

Tickets at 5/-, and further details, aveilable from Tan Willson, 5% Lewis Court
Irive, Ecughton Honchelsea, Maidstone, Kent.



BALING FESTIVAL OF TOLK DANCIKG

14th February, 1958

The representative of the concert agents, Norman MeCann, saw our show for the
Barking Arts Council last year and asked us to do e similar show for Baling
Berough Council. This we did on Wadnesday, 1l4th February, this yesr.

It was & good evening, with the hall packed and people stending at the back, and
judging by the applauae and the enthusiasm of the members of the audience who
penetrated back stage, it wes very much enjoycd as a enow.

We had two guest groups; The Dunav Band, sgain supported us and were given a
roufing reception which nearly stopped the showj The Malaysiens stepped into

the gap left by the Thailand dancers, who backed out three weeks before the show,

T nad spent & wouk trying to get Indisn dencers to take their place, without success,
and eventually got the eddress of the Malaysian team but had ancther ten days wait
while they collected their team. Meanwhile, I had tc fill the gap and treat the
Melaysiens as an extra item if they could eventually dance. They did come, and
their item, which some of you will have seen subaeguently at the Cecil Sharp House
Spring DJance, was a delightful foil to the rest of the programme.

Our Society teams ineludsd, (1)} the Balkan group, which gave Croatian and

Macedonian items, with the fast men's dance, Sopsko, &g & separnle numober, =nd

by special request from the Faling authorities they preceded the Macedonian item

with =& folkscnz: (2) the Folish team guve two colourful items, (we had a pande
vackstage wher one of the Polish coats couldn't be found); (3) Les Iberices, who
pame to the resecue to fill the Theiland gap; (4) Austrian; (5) Swedishj (6) Frenchs
(7) swisa {the other extra item to £ill the gap), and (&) Israeli as the finale,

with the company joirming in. We used the new Israeli costumez for the first time

and T am told they looked very effective.

Fineneially, this was alaso o succesa, and after paying expenses of all dancers, and
the musicians' fees, we shall hLe able to give small donaticns to the groups and
have a surplus for the Sccisty. Figures are not finalized yet.

e are proposing to do more of these small shows and have already booked the
Hammersmith Tewn Hall for 5th October, and the Commonmwenlih Institute for léth
Vevember, There is a proposnl for an cpen-air show for Emling in August, and

the agsnts wanl to discuss further shows. We are also negetieting a week's
dancing at a Festival in Ireland from 26th May tc ?nd June. It wonld greatly
ease the orgonigation of theae shows if dancers could make every effort to albtend
classes regularly, so thot rehearszls before the shows could be used to polish up
performances instead of teaching the dances.

My tharks to all who tock part in this show - dencers, musicinns, and back-stage
ataff, for helping to put on o very oreditable show.

MARGERY LATHAM,



AFFILIATED GRCUPS

Barleow International Folkdance Group

Hon.Sec. Alan Willisms, 19 Ellesmere Rosd, Chorlton-cum-Hardy, Mancheater 21.
Meetings at Bartlow Hall Evening Institute, Darley Avenue,
Chorlton-cum-Hardy, Manchester 21.

Sroxley Oraen Internationsl Song & Dance Sroup

Hon. Sec, Miss K. Monroe James, 14 Oakleigh Drive, Croxley Greeh,
Rickmansworth, Herts. Meetings at Malvern Way Schocl, Croxley Green,
Rickmansworth, Horts.

Folkestonse District Fationsl Daknce Group

Group Leader: Mrs. Olive Field, Vestminster Bank House, 4 Holmesdale Terrace,
FPolkestons, Eent.

Guildford Internsticonal Folk Dencers

Hon.8ec. c/u 77 Long Gore, Farncombe, Godalming, Surrey. DMeectings at
2t. Wicholas Small Hall, Millnesd Terrace, Guildford.

Horrow Grecn Tolk Dancing Sroup

Eon.Bee. lrs. Ingrid Puars=ll,
Meetinga at Oxford House, Mape Street, Bethnal Green Doad, E.Z.

Medway Folk Dence Club

Hor.Sec. Mr. L. Pascos, 58 Blenheim Avenue, Chathaom, Kent. Weetings st
Congregational Hall, Balmeoral Road, 0illinghem.

Sugsex University Folk Dance Group

Hon. Sec. Misms C. Boyle, 1 Cumberland Lodge, Cumberland Rosd, Brighton, Sussex.

FHE I W HHHE WA

T am elweys pleased to print news of our affiliated groups if the Secretaries
would care to keecp me informed. Bd.
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Harrow Green Sroup are badly in need of new members if they are to keep going.
It would be a great pity to sse this group cloae down after more than twenty
years' sctive life, and they would welcome the support of present membors,
former membera, new mnembers, and friends to provent this heppening.



5.1.F.D. CLASSES

1967/1568

Spring Term: 22nd April to 28tk June.

Fees: TFor ohe year's classes (three terms):=-

EG/-d. for 1 claes per week

£2 for 2 classss per weck
£2.10s8. for 3 classes per week
£5 for {4 classes per weak.

The classes are as follows:-

AT CHRISTOPHER HATTON SCHOOL, Lewstall Street, Rossbery dvetme, F.C.1.

Menday T.00 to B.OC Spanish: beginners Felias Victoria
londay 6.00 to 9.50 Spanish: intormediate & advanced Felisa Victoria
Liondey £.00 to 2,00 General Faropean: advanced Fargery Latb-m
Iondey B.00 to 10,00  Polish Betty Horve,
Thursday  7.00 to 8.00 Flamenco: beginmers Felisa Victoria
Thuradey 5,00 to 9.30 lamenco: intermedinte Pelisa Victoria

AT.HUGH MYDDELTCN SCHOOL, Corporation Row, Clerkenwell Green, H.C.1

Tuesday €.30 to 7.30 Balken: beginrers ¥en Ward
Tussday T30 1o 9,30 Belkan: intermeodiate & advanced Ken Ward
Wednesday T.00 to 9.00 Genern] Eurcpean: beginners Marzery Lethem

ILight refreshments are availabls at beth schools.

Cur classcs are open to membsrs cnly, but anyone, whether a member or nct, may
try a clsss, which he has rot previously been to, onco witheut charge.

In order to enjoy our Sunday donces, and zlsc put on worthwhile demonstrations,
it is essentiszl that members leorh the dancea properly. To do this cne must
nave proper tuition by attending our classes. ¥We hope thet 21l members wao are
within distance will mske the effort to attend at lenst one weekly class. You
will obtain far more enjoyment frem your dancing and you will be helping to
raise the gencral standsrd.

H R e
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PROGRAMME FOR SUNDAYS -
Musicians M.C.
April  Tth Ceeil Sharp House Folk Band Wilf Horroclks
l4th HG DANCE - EASTER SUNDAY
2lst Dance Centre Wilf Horroclks Tan Willaon
28th Dance Centre Cliff Beck Lily Southgete
May S5th Ceeil Bharp House Folk Band Jack Richardscn

Time: 7 to 10 p.m. Admission: 5/- for non-members, 4/- for members,

IF YOO HAVE A COBTUME, OR CAN BORROW OWE, WHAR IT AT TEE CECIL SHARP HOUSE DAWCES,
T0 HELP MAKE THE B3CEVE MOREE COLOUHEUL.

Cecil Sharp House is at No.2 Regente Park Road, H.%.,1 (Hearest Underground Camden Town)
The Dance Centre is at Mo.l2 Floral Strest, W.C.2. (FNesrest Underground Leicester Sg.)
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WEEKENDS AWAY

May 3rd/5th FOLKDANCERS WEEKEND AT SURREY CREST.

Surrey Urest is eitusted nsar
Godstone Green, in Surrey. The surrcunding countryside iz very
attractive for walking; there are a couple of good willage pubs, and
facilitiea for horse-riding neorby. The weskend is usually a sidixture
of folkdancing, welking, playing table-tennis, cards or chess etc.
If you would like to spend an informel weekend with your fellow
folkdeneers in pleasant surrounding, bock your place with HReland
Minton, 131 Holly Strest, Londcn, E.8. The cost for the weekend
from Friday evering until after tea on Sunday is:- £2.16. 0d,
Plesse bring with you your tape recorder or tspea or record player
or Tecords or musical inatrument.- the mors variety, the better.
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WHAT 'S ON

Lpril 5th An BEaater Derce run by #atford Internsticnal Folk Dance Group.
See handbill enclosed.

27th International Folk Dance at Borough Green, Wrotham. Details on Page 6.
May Erdfﬁth SURREY CREST WEEKEZND, BSee details above.

11th 3.I.F.D. HALF-YEARLY GENEZERAL MEETING. 3 p.m. at Christopher Iatton
dchool.

18th Internationsl Folk Dance run by Harrow Grecn, at Oxford House,
Mape Strect, Bethnal Green, E.2. Tickets at door: §/-. 7.30 p.m.

18th FOLEDANCING AT THE COCKFIT, HYDE FARK, FROM 4 F.M, UNTIL APPROX. & P.M.



