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SOCIFTY FOR INTERNATIONAL FOLK DJIHCING.

Officers of the Comuitteec:-

Chairman: Bert FPrice, Secretary: Dorotny Bryan,
22 Sunnydale Road, Flat 1, Eraunton HMansions,
London, 3.5.12. 29 Rosebery Avenue,
Office: GRE 3767 London, E.C.1l. 837-243%8
Treassurer: Harry thitaker, Lembership Secretary (Ex-0fficio member)s-
29 Sherhrook Cardens, Roland IMinten,
wWinchmore Hill, N.21. 131 Holly Street, Dalston,
360-4965 London, B.8.
Demonstration Secretary: Vargery Latham,

14 Beechwood Avenue,

Kew, Hichmond, Surrey.
Homes FRC 7055

Office: WHI 9000 Ext. 523.
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BADGES
S.I.F.D. Yadges for lapel, scooter, and car, at 3/6, 7/6 and 12/6 respectively,
can be obtained from our Hembership Secretery, Roland Minton (address above).
Our records are available from fiaghegraph Recording Co,, Ltd., 1 Hanway Flace,
London, W.l. Trice lT/- eacl. plus postage.

BOOKES
Qur books are published by Perzamon Fress and are available, to order, through
any bookseller, price 7/6d.

Discounts are obtainatle on records and books purchased by members for their own use.
#ull details from Janice Wrench, 11 Morpeth llansions, llorpeth Terrace, S.u.l.
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THE CHATIRVAT @RITES.....

when I wrote for last month's News 1 was up to my eyes with the rigmarole of the
Keele Spring Schocel and still wondering as to it's ultimate fate. Tow it is all
over and I am happy to sey that it wes a great success. Elsewhere, in the News,
vou will receive weports, I trust, from various members giving their Hews and views
on the Course but from the point of view of the organisers I can say it wes a
valuable exersi e and that we have learned much to help us in any future Spring
School there. ¥From our observations of the various classes we can say that the
standard of tuition and the standard of dencing was as high as the students'
enthusiasm.
Being only a 3%-day course it was of course intens*ve and we recommend that if
possible future So ring Schools should he of a week's duration or else confined to
one Country. Ve learned toc that the students, when given a choice, preferred to
attend the Specialist classes and to relegate the International to the evening
Socials. Our International classes received only 4 students! I consider this
Specialisation to be 2 very good thing indeed and one which we should foster to the
utmost and recommend that future courses be composed entirely of specialist teachers
with the International taught in the evening Socials. Only in this way can the
students begin to learn and to appreciate something of the syyle and character of
any one country's dances. If you read tihe notices at C.S.H. you will see that
dozens of Courses are held at various places every year but thot they tend always
to specialise viz, Courses in ‘orris Dancing, Flayford, Square dancing, or clog
dancing, ( 'rsesg for lusicians, 1.C.'s and sc on. e should do the saine.

I am going to recommend now that we gird our loins for the next step forward, which
will be two seperate cne week Courses to be acld next year. The first in the Spring,
at Keele, the second, in the Summer at Swansea, I think that the Keele School should
be confined to Irench and Spanish dences (with Interrationsl Socials) and the Swansea
to Balkan dances - Yugoglav and Creek with a third grouping of Israeli dances if
possible. I am prepared tc run the Spring School but cannot get avay from worl for
e week's Summer Schocel which I would lLiope to see Jeck Richardson orypnise for you as
in the pest. Obviously very fow of you will be able to attend both, but o choice of
tining and 2 cholce in the venue, and in the deances to be taught, will be 2 henelit
to all.

Since I cannot zet involved in o Swmer School next August I am already investigating
o, week's Course at Ueele t0 be held during the week before Emster and I am making
enquiries as to which Jrench ”eaol cr to use snd which depariments of France to
specialise in. The Ewverish will ¥ hope be 2 COntlhuﬁthn of the regional dances which
proved so popular =t Swanses leaJ yesr and at Keele this last IEoster.

Once nmgein L ask rou to plecse write if you have any suggestions to make to help me

in these delibersiions beecsuse I don't want to earmark even one of my precious three
weeks holiday unless you want it.

4t Keele I wae very haony to tieet Augh Thurston and his wife Wina, who are on o year's

Sabbatical JD.’LV” from College in Canada -_md rnow, after spending qCu..JE? 4 monthe in
Turkey and the Helksns will be in Cambridge until August. Hugh who is en expert in
International Tﬂ“gu id Busic and a specialist in Greek,lurkish end Balkan dancing

has very gracliously ¢ 3¢ to conme to our lridasy class to tenC' goma Greel and
Turkish dancot. I have just possed this information on to fmn lJertlett, your
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Friday Class Secretary, who will be contecting Hugh to finalise the dates and I do
recommend you all to keep those dates free and to come and meet Hugh to learn some
new and fascinating dances.

I wrote last month about the possibility of inaugurating a Society Dance Company
able to present a two hour show of the Society's most spectacular dances. The
Committec is keen to proceed with this venture but no one member has as yet
approached me with & request to be included and without such gupport it would be
futile to go ahead so please, if you are interested do contact me soon or I'll be

forced to drop the matter.

Included with this News Sheet you will find the Notice =znd Preliminery Agenda for
our helf-yearly General Meeting on 7Tth June. I hope you will attend in force and
will come prepared to talk about our classes and about my propvosed Spring School
and Dance Company. I have had no requests so far for applicants for our Teacher's
Certificate but am still open to receive names.

On Committee we continually receive requests for information as to this one Country's
or that one Country's dances, often from students preparing a thesis in the matter
and their letters are awfully difficult to answer. It would help if we had coded
informetion as to each Country's dances. In that respect I wonder whether our
Specialist T'eschers might help the Committee by providing it with a list of all they,
personally, know about the dances of the Country in which they specialise and where
these dances cen be seen and precticed (even if outside the SIFD class). We do not
want darnce music or instructions but just general information about the dances and
groups.

In time we could have a series of leaflets printed (one for each Country) containing
all this knowledge. We could appoint a librarian to keep the records up to date and
to add fresh names as they materialise; we could have leaflets giving costume
details as well, and use them as Fews-Sheet material too. Ideally each Specialist
Class should have it's own librarian, (in liaison with an SIFD Committee member)
since the leaflets would be of immense value to each individual class in it's drive
for new menmbers and in keeping it's own records up to date. The job of preparing
these leaflets is, I am afraid, too much for your already overworked Committee but if
decentralised and prepared for printing by individual clesses on the lines envisaged
above would be a fairly simple motter since all we want in the first instance is a
leaflet giving details of our existing knowledge. Further research would come later.

HHHHK HHIENR
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SECRETARY'S NOTES

The Comuittee MHeeting held on Sunday 5th April was attended by all members of the
Committee except J. Dear and A. Dell, who sent their apologies.

iembership: 280 members. 51 new members this vear.

Matters Discussed

Froposed conference of all #.0.!'s and Musicians

It was suggested that a meeting should be held for all Husicians, M.C.'s and
prospective [.C.'s. Ann is to contact all likely people, and try to arrange this
for one of the Friday Classes.

Vew Anplifier and Speaker

This is being locked intos we are to ask the advice of a sound expert.

Keele

The possgibilities of & Keele 1971.

Publicity

Will Green has come up with some very good results, leaflets, membership forms ete.

The possibilities of an enquiry envelope was discussed. This is to be discussed
further at the next meeting.

Shows for children and young neople

The possibilities of Demonstration Teams for schools was discussed. As time was
running short it was decided to carry this over to the next meeting, and in the
meantime loock for some likely person to undertake the task of liaising with schools
and teachers etc.,

The weekend prior to Keele Tan & Jean willson, Janice Vrench and T went to the
Birmingham Group for their Ssturday Teaching Course. It was a great success. The
afternoon Teaching Class wes very well attended and the Dance in the evening was
extremely enjoyable.

To round off the weckend we went for a walk in the Lickey Hills on Sunday morning.
The fresh air and the views were well worth the climb up (and what a climb!l)

The Birmingharm Group is a very enthugiastic Group. The members work as a team and
their results were shown on this weckend. DBob Kimmins and his wife went to o lot of
trouble to see that we were well fed and enjoying oursclves. ITan and Jean were
accommodated by Hosemary and Tony, and Janice and I were locked after by John and
Keith and their parents. The hospitality was wonderful.

Vie also had the pleasure of meeting the Sneed's addition - Victoria. She is a lovely
baby eand stayed in her carry-cot, as good as gold, listening to the music Tor mcst of
the afternoon and evening.



SECRETARY 'S 1OTES (Continuation)

wWe all enjoyed our weekend and look forwerd to the next one. Thank you all
Lirninghen Greoup. Very well done.

Then off to Keele for some reslly strenuous dancing. It was lovely to see
Swansea faces again. Irene's Spanish Class was full of attractive young dancers.
Ken was his usual lively self but poor Aggie broke = string on the last night.
Henry Tribe really looked the part in his new Hungarian Costune which Kathy nade,
and made it very well too!

Three days was nct long enough really. It seemed that as soon as you got into the
swing of things, it was tine to leave. However, I left with a contented feeling.
At last Balkan dancing made sense and I loved it, thanks to Ken's very patient
teaching.

DORCIEY BRYAN

Hon. Sec.
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POLIBSI WEY S

On Monday this week the Polish class enjoyed a delightful visit and some
exciting tuition from liss Alicja Kossobudzka, who was till recently with Mazovsze
Dance Company in Poland.

This visit was a particuler plessurc for me in the way it came about. ‘e were
introduced a short wuile ogo by a mutual friend, neither of us having any idea that
we might have met before. GHowever, Alicja immediately remenbered having seen ne

back-stege at liazovsze performances in i'oland two years ago, and it even transpired
later that she had my neme in her diary before she left FPoland - given to her by my
friends in liazovsze, who teld her I mizght give her help if she needed it in London!

She expects tc be over hnere for a few more months, so we are planning scie more
tuition from her, and we hope to bring her along to Cecil Sherp when we are dancing
there at the beginning of Nay.

We are alsc in process of trying to arrange o visit this summer from a leading
male dencer from tYeato vielkl in Warsaw. If lie zets his permit to travel, he will
be vith us in July, and we ehell try and fix some zenernl classes 1f soclety neshers

would like this, in addition to tuition for the Polish Group itself.

DETTY HARVEY

et Yo HH WK
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SURREY CHZST WIEKEND - 8th, 9th & 10th liay

Come and enjoy a convivial weckend of Folk Dancing at Surrey Crest
in the plessant countryside of Surrey. #ull bhoard from Friday nigat
to Sundey tes costs £%. 5, 0d. There are o few vacancies for both
sexes if you hurry! Ilease contact iolend Linton (address on £.2),
or phone 606-6865 Ext. 241. ‘e are hoping to entertain some folk-
dencers from wrras, France, and we would like to maoke it a memorable
weekend for them.



HARROW GREEN FCLK DAVCE GROUP

e were delighted when Alex and Mary Harris asked us to go to France at the
invitation of a French group they had meton a course a couple of years ago. When
George Sweetland formed our English Group at the beginning of this year, he had
this sort of trip in mind, but nobody had thought anything weuld happen quite so
SO0

As the French group wanted some teaching sessions, Feter Oakley came along
to Harrow Green to show us some new dances, but unfortunately just before we
left for France, Peter had to go into hospital so he could not come with us.
However, John Saxby stepped into the breach which was very good of him, he knew
most of the dances as he had been our reserve at the Bethnal Green Festival, With
the exception of John, our team was the same that had danced at Bethnal Green:-
Sheila Tanner, Margaret Leveridge, Pat Wilson and myself (Alex Beauclerc), Tony
Parkins, John Lake and George Sweetland. Tarry de Caux agreed to come along as
our musician, though it was touch and go for a while because his wife was not at
all well. Still, he made it and we were very glad, things would have been very
difficult without him.

e already had some very attractive costumes which were made for us for the
Bethnal Green Festival, but we added some lace trimmed cops to the girls' costuues
and Margaret Leveridge and Dorothy Pryan made the men's shirts.

Alex Herris had made all the travel arrangements and we duly met at the Oval
Underground on Friday afternoon, %rd April. Tony Parkins brought his wife and two
gons along, 80 Wwe were about thirteen in all. Alex drove us to Ramsgate in a hired
mini-bus and frem there we caught the Hovercraft to Calais. I think this was the
first trip by Hovercraft for all of us. It is o fantastic way to travel, only
40 minutes coast to coast. In appearance it is not unlike a flying saucer ( or
should I say as I would imagine a flying saucer to be), it is very comfortable
inside and, once you get going, it is rather like a bumpy bus journey. L heve
never enjoyed that tedious ferry crossing that we usually heve to do in overcrowded
boats with never anywhere to git, so I was completely converted to the Fovercraft.

Once we arrived at Celais, our journey was nearly over as Blanguet, the village
where we stayed was only about 25 miles from the coast. Jean I'rancois, the leader
of the group, was al Calais to meet us with a fleet of cars belonging tc other
nembers of the Group. The transport problem had been werrying us a little as we had
originally intended teking the rnini-bus all the way, but Alex wa< told there was no
room on the Hovercraft. Still we wcre very lucky in that the French group managed
to get us arcund for the whole weeckend though it cculd not have been casy for then.

e had thought that we would be staying in Arrss with individual families, but
Jean Francois told us he had been able to fix us up at a teachcrs' training centre
vhich was much bLetter because it meant we were all together. There were two
buildings, one very cld, an old chateau, and a2 modern annexe.

When we arrived, we were shown into the old building where we were to spend the
first night, and after we unpacked we went over to the annexe to have dinner. Ls well
as curselves and ovuxr hosts, there was a big pesrty of students also staying there;
they had just completed a course and it was their last night. Jean Francois asked us
if we would dance for them in costume after dinner. This we did and they seemed to
enjoy it very much, We did Circassien Circle, Dorset Pour Hand Reel, Newcastle,



a Menx Dence (can't spell it I am afraid) and Fendango. Later on the students
responded by showing us some of their International dances, two of them I did not
know but they did Xarapyvet and Karabushka, basgically the same stevs as we do, but
with one or two varistiouns.

The following morning, we were a bit late for breakfast, sco the group toock
us out for coffee in the village. The country-side around Blanquet is very
attractive, reasonably flat and not at all unlike parts of Kent. They suffered
badly in the 1914-1€ war when the whole area was sinply a battleground, there are
militery cemeteries fcr miles around and lots of war memorials with hundreds of
names on them, Thole villages must have been almost wiped out.

After walking around the village and locking inside the church, which was
beautiful, we went back to the house to stert the morning's dancing. Alex Harwvis
assisted by lary taught sone donces, sc did George and things really went with a
swing. They learnt the rant step ruch guicker then I did. George taught some of the
dances we had done the previous evening, and Alex Herris translated, fertunately he
speaks good Fremnch. Then we did some nmore general dancing, Morpeth Rent, Bonny
Breast Knots, Thady you CGander, Wiltshire 6 hand Reel, and the Riflemen which Alex
had taught us ai our last rehearsal., 1 am afraid I cannot really remenber all the
dances we did, but everyone seemed to nave one up their sleeve which they were able
to teech. Sundey afternoon for instance, Sheila, Fat and Margaret teught the Yeves
of Torey, which was extremely popular.

Lunch was early thet day and wher we hed finished we all piled into cars and
went to see Arras, which wes about an hour's Journey from where we were staying.
1t is a big towm with an interesting history, and of course, 1t was terridbly badly
damaged durinz both wars. The father of one of the French girls was coanected with
the Town Hall and he cffered to take us around it. Apparently during the first wa
it was almost razed to the ground and the people of Arras re-built 1t afterwards
stone by stone exactly as it had been before. It is certainly a besutifvl building
now with wonderful wood carvings, and in the main hall are enormous murals showing
scenes from everyday life in Arras in medieval times. The town was famous for its
weaving, they used sn uwpright lcom, rather than e flat one, which was unique to that
part of the world. They mede beautiful tapestries, perhaps you Shakespesrean
gcholars will remenber the frras in "Hamlet". DJeing Saturday, there were gquite a
few weddings taltins place, the Civil ceremony that is, which precedes the church
wedding. YWe wirc asked if ve would like to sit at the back of the room and wotceh the
short ceremnony. There was Just the bride and groom, their families and us. Hohody
seemned to think cur being there at all cdd.

Yo gtill ned g couple of hours to spare hefore going back to dinner so we
eplit up and wandered round the town. There was plenty to see, some of us vent
to the museum and locked at some of the old paintings by artists from the area.

Later that evening we had an excellent dinner and toasted Jean Franceis and
his wife Denyse with champagne as it was their wedding anniversary. Incidentally
all the meals we had vere very good and we vwere plied with drink freom the moment
we arrived. Deer and wine sppearcd on the table at every meal as well as an
aperitif.

When we first arrived Jean Trancois had told us that we would be doing
demonstration fox lccal educstion amutnorities who had, of course, helped t
our stay possible. He thought it might be on Sunday worning, but althous

rather important people arvived they went into one of the other roous for a
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meeting which tock up most of the morning. Meanwhile,; we were busy revising the
dances we had taught the day before end by this time quite a few other dancers had
arrived whom we had not met until then. They showed us some [rench dances which
we enjoyed doing, but most of the time was spent showing our English dances.

Sunday lunch served ot midday with, as usual, plenty to drink sc imagine our
consternation when we were asked if we could change and dance immediately. It all
went quite well till we came to "Dorset Four Hand Reel" when we went very wrong and
finished up opposite the wrong people (I knew sonething had gone wrong but I could
not think what!). IHowever, we struggled through and I do not think it was noticed
too nuch, at least we looked happy. 3By the time we had finished and we had done
scome more dancing it was time to change and pack. Then, one last ¢rink together and
it was time to leave. We were driven back to Calais where we walted for our Hover-
craft home. There was a bit of a penic when we reslized that John Lake and John
Daxby were missing, about an hour passed and they still had not turned up, and just
when we were getting reelly worried they both strolled in. The man whe had given
them a 1ift into Calais - he was & ®school inspector for the Caleis area - lived in
the town, and he had tzken John L and John 5 home to meet his wife and children.
While we were gebtting frantic, they were on their knees doing jizsaw puzzles.

There is a possibility that at least half a dozen of the French zroup will he
coming to Surrey Crest in May. I do hope so, as it would give us the opportunity
to return their hospitelity. They could not have been nicer to us, they made us
feel really at hone and they were so interested in our dances.

FPinally, I would like to thank Alex and Mary Harris for all their hard work in
organising the trip, Herry de Caux for playing for us, Feter Oskley for teaching us
the dances (let's hope he will be with us next time) and George Sweetland for organ-
ising the team. Iveryone worked very hard but we enjoyed it, let's hope it is the
first of many such trips.

FeAHK FoRKee e

VISTIT TO B.T.7.D.G.

with the prospect of hordes of Society members struggling through Brum on their
way to Keele, dirmingham Internaticnel Folk Dance Group saw a zolden opportunity to
invite the Society to be their guests for the weckend prior to the start of the course.

Four people gladly accepted the offer of hospitality and the chance to make new
friends, and so on Saturday nmorning, Janice, Dotty, Jean anid lyself set off from
Holborn, eguipped with tapes, accordion, and all the paraphernalia necessary for
Keele '70.

Ve all arrived at Tob and Pam Kimmins' in time for lunch and a guick briefing
of the plang for the afternoon teaching session and the evening social dance. Dob
told us with some trepidation that this was to be their first venture of this kind,
but I feel he was reassured by the greater-than-expected response from his Group and
from visitors.

The afternoon teaching session concentrated mainly on revision from the Society
books, with sdditional dances, such as the familiar Serblan suite, throwm in for
good measure. The evening social was swelled by visitors from Malvern YWells Molk
Dance Group, vho brousht their accordionist. WNezrly all the music was live for the
dance, due t¢ a partial fallure of the tape recorders, and more enjoyable becouse
of this!



®

10.

we four were pretty well exhausted by the end of the evening, to say nothing of the
Birmingham Organisers, who had been dancing since 2.30 thot afterncon. 4 consider-
able quantity of home brew (special reserve earmarked for Feele) was consumed during
the day, because the Y,M.C.A. whose premises were the venue for the occasion, is a
dry orgnisation! (No disrespect intended towards that worthy body).

After the dance wes over, the S.I.1.D. contingent were dispersed to 21l parts
of the city. Jean and T stayed with RKosemary and Tony, both teachers, in the north-
ern suburbs, while Dotty and Janice each had 2 man carry them off back home 1o stay
with their parents, esst and west respectively.

A gruelling ramble of neerly three miles took place the next day in the Lickey
lills, & local beauty spot. [he weather wos quite fine, znd the dozen or sc welkers
(including us!) enjoyed the fresh air. The party ended 2t the starting point of the
walk, Bob's place, vhere we were given a meal before leaving, and thanking them for
the warm welcome given us by the Group.

We all sgrecd that the weekend had been a success, and looked forward to per-
haps meeting again on the way to Xeele '71.
TAW FITTSON
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KESLE SPRING SCHOOIL: 1970

Congratulations to the Keele Sub-Committee on the successful completion of its
first Spring School! Kecle was the first of the Society's dance-courses that Jean
and I have sttended, ~nd we vsuld like recorded the fact that we enjoyed every
minute of each very full day.

The University offered clean, modern facilities, and threc substantial mesls
per dny, while thoe Soeiety offeored an intensive programe of instruction designed
to be of value to both new and experienced dancers. The programme comprised morning
and afternoon sessions, during which instruction in the dances of three or four
countries was taking plece simultrneously. We found that it wes only possible to
concentrate c¢n Balken during the time available, and not to split 50/50 with Spanish
as we had originally intended.

A social dance took rlace each evening. The first was thoroughly enjoyable, but
as enthusiasm wened due, presunably, to the onset of fatigue, the last was a sonevhat
lack-lustre occasion.

For thosc who still had enercy remaining after the rigours of the day, there were
the late-night sessions in the "elephant house", in whose ultre nodern surroundinss
all the cameraderie of the course was distilled (nemo for next year:- trchle the
quantity of home-brew!). Some people even danced, but most of us just sat sinzing,
chatting, drinking and generally unwinding. These sessions, toco, seened to suffer
from the fatigue curve, and I was so tired by wednesday night that T was obliged to

go to bed at the early hour of 12.30.

Yes, by nll ezmns, let's have another Keele next Spring, during the week vre-
ceding or fcllowing Baster, perhaps? COur suggestions for next year's syllabus are
french, Ukrainisn and Tolish; mind you, if 8ll three are accepted and are run
concurrently, we will have to devise some way of being in three places at oncel!l

JEAN & Tal FILLSON
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AFTILIATED GROUPS

WOODVALE INTERFATIONAL FOLKDANCE GROUE meet at the Church Hall, Quarry iill, Zorough
Green (near Meidstonc) every Tuesday from 7.30 to 10 p.m. i'ew members welcome, age
15 upwards. Under 18's - 1/6; over 18's - 2/6. Refreshments included.

FOLKESTONE DISTRICT NATIOHAL DAVCE GROUP will meet every Tucsday from September 29th
when it starts its twentieth season and becomes part of the new Ldult Education Centre.
Forthcoming events:-

Saturday, 20th Junc Barn Dance at Folkestone Town Hall following raising of
Swedish Mid-gsummer Fole on Less at 6 p.m. as usual in the
year between Folkestone International Folklore Festivals.

Saturda; th Sept. "Hop-Hoodening" celebrating hop harvest annually -
9 I & ©
Canterbury, Ransgate, largate, Herne Lay, wickhambreaux,
Barn Dance.

Saturday, 12th Seut. Barn Dance ot Folkestone Town Hall, 7.30 p.m.

Further information from Mrs. Olive Field, 4 Eolmesdale Terrace, "olkestone, Lent.

INTERNATICYAL FOLK D.NCE SOCIZTY OF SUSSEX meet every Thursday evening during
University ternt timecs, from 7.30 to 10 p.am. Mectings are held at the University cof
Sussex, Malier (On the ﬂrightun/Lewas ruad) in the 014 Refectory, Falmer House.

On 2nd Mgy the Group are holding a Dance at the University, when the London University
Scottish Dance Society and a group from the E.¥.D.5.S. will be dancing. Any S5.I1.F.D.
members who can zet down to Drighton for T.3%30-ish on that day would be most welcome.

HARROW GREEN FOLK DANCE GROUY' meet ot Oxford ilouae, Derbyshire Street, E.2., every
Wednesday at 7.30 peom. Swedish eveninge, with "Linnea" Group, held regularly each
nonth, usually on the first Lednesday in the month. Wembers snd visitors welcouc.

KENSINGTON SLAVONLIC GROUF meet at Fox School, Kensington rlace, Notting Hill Gate,
7,84, from 7 te 10 p.m. every Wednesday and Thursday evening and would be very
pleased to welcome new members. The Group perform Czechoslovakian dances and are
taught by lrs. edds Jolly-Klingerova.

HAVERIVG IIUTERNATIONAL T'OLK DACE GiAOUT meet at Crowlands Youth Centre, Romford,
on Thursdays, from 8 to 10 p.m.

BIRNINGHAM INTERITATICTAL FCIK DANCE GROUP meet every Thursday evening at
Handsworth Jood Girls School, Church Lane, Dirminghem 20, from 7.15 to 9.15 v.u.,
as an BEvening Institute Class.

* K X * K K

POLISH WNATIONAL DANCIES

National dances in Poland derive from the ancient tribal dances of the pecnles
inhabiting the area between the Baltic in the Worth, the Tatra lountains in the
South, the Odra on the ¥est and the Bus on the Bast. The tribal ceremonies and
dances were in honour of pagan gods and were connected with the cultivation of crops
and with family festivities. Wwith the passing of the centuries the dances lost their
reli pious and ceremonial significance and beecame a2 communal folk pastime.
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The dances have changed with time, have been adapted to mect new needs, and have
absorbed foreign influences, but they have never lost the particular characteristics
of the nation which created them. Polish dances are marked by their lack of system-
atic repetition of dance forms and show signs of having been medified according to
the individual customs of different districts, resulting in many variations, ecach
with its own motif.

They are group dances with uniform steps for all dancers. The performers sometime
give individual exhibitions cf skill but these are always combined with the move-
rnents of the whole group. There is also grest freedor: with the beat, both of nusic
and steps which sometinies faoll on the weak part of the rhythi. The rhythnic rieasure
is often prolonged or shortened. A change of pace from two- to three~step is cormon,
or a change of time within a dance. Although built up of sinple two or three-beat
neasures, the metre of folk nmusic is not uniform. The melodies are lively with long
intervals demanding wide-flung mcvements, expsnsive gestures and freedar in tracing
the track of the dance.

The dances are erbellished with lcecal costumes or props and are thus influenced by
regional conditions and custons. The motif of the movement imitates the actions of
tilling the soil, taking the animals to pasture, or the woerk of craftsmen. Traces
of ancient religicus and wedding cerenonies also remain., The novement of the dance
is often supplemented by songs or contains clements of ganmes. Many dances still
show the ancient circle nade around s god, person or sacred object; many also
feature a leading couple.

The historical tradition of Polish dancing is now maintained chiefly in the region-
al dances performed in each country district. The motifs of the regional dances
have spread throughout the country and the same melodies, rhythms and songs (with
minor changes), steps, hand-movemecnts, and number of dancers are encountered in
different areas. The dances of the lodhale highlanders are however completely
distinctive. In this area at the foot of the Tatrs and Bieskidy Mountains, the
culture of the nonadic sheep-rearing Volochov tribes interningled with local customs
the highlanders have mainteined, most notably, the male shepherds and robbers!'
dances.

Apart from the regional folk dances, there is ancther group illustrating the comaon
traditions of the I'olish dance - the national dancing. The forms, nusic and nove-
ments of these dances whica were of folk origzin have been teken up universally.
This group includes the Polonaise, lMazurka, Cberek, Kujaviek and Krakowiak,

The dance tradition is being meinteined and popularised today. In the transition

to recreation roons, fzcoctory clubs and the stage, the dances are changing in struc-
ture and artistic elaborntions and combinations are formed on the basis of the
traditional, primary patterns. They are performed by a great many amateur peasants',
workers', childrens', students', and military clubs run by trained instructors, and
they have achieved pgreat success at home and at Festivals abroad. DProfessional
dance ensembles have also been organized, most notably KAZCOTSZE founded in 1949 and
SLASK set up in 1954 which give programmes of stylized folk dences in an artistic-
elly enriched form.

HHAN HeHHet
HeKe K Kk
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 62 Granton Road,
Hings Heath, Birmingham 14

Dear Lily,

May I, through the medium of the SIFD News, thank the Society for sending four
worthy representatives to Birmingham for our event on March 2lst. Thank you again
Ian and Jean, Dorothy and Janice for sparing the time to be with us. Organisation of
such an event was completely new to us, and our several mistakes have taught us a lot -
we hope some of them were not too obvious!

Our visitors, we found, were very helpful not only during the sessions but also
in the general folky cor :srsations we had, both at the respective homes of members of
the Birmingham Group before turning in and also on the very short ramble we had on
Sunday before our new friends had to leave for Keele. Besides meeting and getting to
know stalwart members of the Society, the event enabled us to meet others of our
"faith", some of whom hope to be joining us in the Evening Institute class. Thank you
also to everyone who did anything however small towards making the weekend such a
success. I am reminded, for example, of the husband who can't be persuaded to dance,
but who was content to watch us and officiate on the door, yet who insisted on paying
his entrance fee. While we do not really regard it as a true guide as to how things
went, our cédlculations put us marginally in the black - which is certainly better than
red. We are encouraged to think of a similar session early in the autumn - near the
start of the Evening Institute year, but, we hope, after the end of the holiday seasonl
Consideration must also be given to avoid conflict with Roy Haycock's ideas for a
weekend in the lMalvern area.

While T am not very good at putting words together, surely such an event as the
one we had provides at least part of the answer as to the benefits of joining, or
affiliating to, SIFD. It is a doing together, a learning together and a drawing to-
gether so that we have "Strength through Unity".

Thank you once again,
Yours sincerely,
B0B KIMMINS, (Chairman - International Folk
Dance Group of Birmingham)

KRR HHH KRR

fenwood, Dale Irow,
Prestbury, Cheshire.
Dear Editor,

I should like to teke this opportunity through the NEWS of thanking all those who
made the Course at Keele such a success. It wes most enjoyable. May we have many more
of them! It must have meant a lot of hard work for the Committee to arranse it at
fairly short notice. Would it be possible to have the next Course after Easter? liore
teachers and lecturers would be able to come, thus swelling the numbers. Keele seens
an ideal place to hold the Course, but perhaps I am biased as I live only a short way
from there. It seems a fairly central place for everyone.

lembers of the S.I.F.D. in London seem to be getting a lot out of the Society
while those of us up in the North or in the Midlands do not seem to get so much. 'ould
it be possible in one of the issues of the NEWS to give a list of names and addresses
of all our members? This would make it easier for some of us to find out who lives
fairly close.

How much I agree with Ann Bartlett about the standard of dancing in general dances
and the Socisl Dances in the evenings at the Courses. A few concise points about
character, hand positions, footwork, etc., before each dance wouldn't take much time
and should help cenormously.
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Thig leads me to another suggestion for Courses. In the International section,
would it be possible to learn all the steps of a country first, so that we learn the
character etc., before we do the dances - then do all the dances of that country before
going on to the next. It seems to me, as a teacher, that in the Society we tend to
learn steps etc., while doing a dance, sometimes resulting in neither the dance nor the
steps being done correctly. IFor many people it is too much to ask them to concentrate
on two things at once - formetion and footwork. Split them up and we may get better
results in the social dancing. Some of you may disagree violently with these views, so
it may lead to more letters in the NEJS.

Yours sincerely,

JOAN GREENFIELD (Ifrs.)
WWHER RN

30 Viest End Lane, London,N.W.6.

Dear Lily,

Although these days I do not have much time to spare to raise issues, crit-
icise or Jjust comment on S.I.F.D. affairs, I do have time for one small thing. This is
a big thank you to all concerned in the production of the monthly News, particularly to
you, Sylvia and Barney. Ffrom personal experience, I know exactly how much hard work is
needed to collect, type and duplicate and then collate all the material which goes to
make up the News,

I greatly appreciate all the effort that goes into the lews and its prompt
arrival each month. I am sure all 3.I,.7.D. members will wish to join me in thanking you
all and trust you will be able to continue this work despite the present accommodation
problen.

Yours sincerely,

CLIFFCRD EH. BECK.

KHRIX FAe AR
Eair KWWK

IVTERFOLE PUBLICITY

Enclosed with this month's NEWS you will find a copy of one of the new leaflets we are
putting out.

This is a specimen cf the first leeflet of a new crop we are busy producing. It is a
slightly chatty one, in contrast tc a later more formal one. It ig for you to pass on
to other people. Ue have several thousapds of them and we hope you will elther write
and ask for more or ask for them at the social dances. If you can spare the odd bob
or two to help us to keep up the flow of leaflets, this will please our Treasurer
immensely. e rre expecting publicity to cost nearly £100 this year.

You will see that a large space is available on one side of the leaflet. e hope that
local Groups, especially those affiliated to the S.I.F.D., will buy a few hundred of
these leaflets and print their own loecel information and addresses for local distrib-
ution. About 5/— g 100 would help us.

We'd like you to ask your local librarien to put a few on the desk. We'd like you to
gsend some out to your loecal aschocls. Ye'd like you tc leave them in troins and buses
(one at a time!). We'd like you to teke them to your youth Hostels. We'd like you
to pass them on in any way you can to other folk dancers.

ifore from WILL GREEN, 90 WELLS WAY, CAMBERWELL, S.E.5. 01-703-4008.
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THE LIFE OF A MAN (In Song)

The Life of a ilan, a collection of English Folk Songs from the Home Counties by Ken
Stubbs, is a well produced book containing over 100 songs, their words and music.

Some famous songs well known to everyone such as "The Oak and the Ash" and "I've

been a Wild Rover" etc., are included. Of particular interest are variations of other
well known songs such as "Lansdowne Fair'', collected in Sussex. This appears to be
based on the famous "Widdicombe Fair'" but the wnfortunate mare has to carry some new
gentlemen under the names of Bill Josie, Harry Hobbs, Tom Brown, Joe Chapman, Ben
Blackwell and 0ld Uncle Tom Cockerel and all. The melody is obviously linked with

the more familiar version but, if anything, I prefer this one as it has a slightly
better 1ilt.

Apart from the usuel themes of work, love, and deprivations of life in earlier times,
there are other subjects covered including the macabre "Folkestone Murder" and an
amusing tale in the "Greasy Cook".

I would heartily recommend this book to anyone who can pick out a few notes on the
piano or guitar (or whet have you), whether or not he can ging in tune. The book is
profusely illustrated with reproductions of c¢ld etchings and lithographs, all of which
add interest and cherm to this excellent new work available from E.¥.D.S. Fublications,
50 New Bond Street, London, W.l. The price is only 12/6d and T think that this
represents excellent value today. I am confident that this collection will give a
great deal of pleasure and generate interest into an enlightening aspect of our ..
heritage.

"F, Major"
L E e
FRIDAY CLASS EVENTS

lst May Betty llarvey teaching Polish. Detty will be teaching two regional dances,
and the Folish Group will be including these in their demonstration at
Cecil Sharp House on 3rd May.

8th May Instead of the Social evening previously advertised, we have asked Hugh
Thurston to teach Greek and/or Turkish dances. This has still to be
confirmed, however.

15th May Iddie Brandon, of the Gaelic League demonstration team, will be teaching
basic steps and some simple Irish dances.

22nd May Mothing arranged as this is Bank loliday weekend.

5th June Again we hope to have Hugh Thurston teaching but this also has to be
confirmed.

On whichever of these two Fridays is most convenient we would like tc

12th June have an M.C.'s meeting. All those peonle who M.C. our dances and all
or musicians who ever play for us, will be invited and anyone else who is
19th June interested in becoming an M.C., or coming along to discuss ideas for

improving Social Dances, functions of If.C.'s ete., will be very welcome.

The remainder of the June programme is still to be arranged and although the term
ends on 27th June we may continue meetings in July if people are interested.

AT BARTLETT



S.1.7.D. CLASSES

Summer Tern - 6th April to 27th June.

Fees for Summer Term:-

For 1 class a week - 15/-
For 3 classes a week - 20/-

MONDAY

€.00 to
7.00 to
8.00 to
8.00 to

TUESDAY

6.30 to
8.30 to
T«30 to

8.00
8.00
10.00
10.00

8.30
930
9.30

WHEDIESDAY

7.00 to

7.30 to

9.00

9.30

THURSDAY

6.30 to
6.50 to
T.00 to
9.00 to

FRIDAY

6.00 to
T30 %o

8.30
9.30
9.00
10.00

9.00
9.3%0

International Advanced
Polish Beginners
Folish Genecral
Hungarian

Yugoslav,
Yugoslav, Advanced
Buropean lMNetional

International Beginners
& Intermediate
Eurcpean liational

Mamenco Beginners
Flamenco
Flamenco
Spanish

Hungarian
Club Night

For 2 classes a week - 16/- ;
For 4 or more classes a week - 23/-

Institute

Christopher Hatton School
"
i}

Chelsea Schoeol, Chelsea

Beginners & Inter. Hugh Myddelton School

5]

Greenwich Institute

High liyddeltcn Schocl

Sydenhan & Forest Hill

Christopher Hatton School
1

Kensington Institute
"

Millbank School
s W . A

16.

Tutor

Margery Latham
Betty Harvey
Betty Harvey
Alan McLean

Ken Vard
Ken Ward
Hert Irice

Mergery Latham

GJert I'rice

Felisa Victoria
Felisa Victoria
Sandra Escudero
Sandra Escudero

Alan McLean

Club Wight will comprise social dances, guest instructors, rehearsals for shows and

training for teachers and i.C.'s.
dances will be taught and we hope to get a real club atnosphere.
join any other class - jecin this one.

CHRISTOrHER HATTON SCHOCL, Laystall Street, Rosebery Avenue, I.
HUGH MYDDETTON SCEOCL,; Corporation Row, Clerkenwell Green, E.C

Gvery member should enrol for this night.
Even if you don't
liefreshments available on the premises.

Cals
.1-

CHELSHA SCIOQL, Glebe Place, off Kings Koad, Chelses.

LENSINGTON I®STITUTE, 97 Lancaster ltoad, ¥.ll.

GREENWICH INSTITUDE,

Charlton Manor School, Hornfair Road, S.Z.7.
SYDENHAW & FOREST BILL INSTITUTH, Dalmain Branch, Brockley Hise,

MILLBANK SCHOOL, Erasmus Street, (off Vauxhall Jridge Roed), S.%.1l.

Y. %,

C. A., Great Russell Street, V.C.1.

Wew

«5.25,
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Programme for Social Dances. Musicians. M.C.

Sunday, 3rd May Cecil harp House C.3.H. Band Jan Willsen
17th May Dance Centre Cardine Thomas Roly Minton
7th June Cecil Sharp House C.5.H. Band Margery Latham

Time - T7.00 to 10.00 p.m.
Admission - Cecil Sharp House 5/- for members, 6/6d for non-members
Dance Centre 4/- for members, 5/~ for non-members.

Cecil Sharp House : No. 2 Regents Park Road, N.W.1l. (Nearest Underground
Camden Town)
Dance Centre: No. 12 Floral Street, W.C.2. (Nearest Underground

Leicester Square)
B o o e e e

The guest demonstration team at Cecil Sharp House on 3rd May will be the

S.I.F.D. Polish Group.
B o o

WHAT'S ON.

May 2nd & 8th. Commonwealth Institute. 7.30 p.m.

Balasundari - Leading Dancer from Ceylon and her Dance Group
Tickets obtainable at the door or phone 01-734-63%61 or
01-937-1852.

May 4th Paco Pena discusses the art of flamenco and illustrates it
with his guitar, supported by a guest singer from Spain,
castanets and hand-clapping.

7.45 pe.m. Queen klizabeth Hall. Tickets B/— to 25/—.

May 6th "From Kiev to Samarkand® - dances, music and songs from
U.S.S.R. produced by the Balalaika Dance Group.
Tickets 8/-, 10/-, 15/- and 20/- from the Camden Festival
Box Office; 01-387-0839 or Round House Box Office:
01-485-8073 or S.A.E. 7.45 p.m. The Round House,
Chalk Farm, London, N.W.ls

May Tth The African folk-singer Miriam Makeba will be appenri
et the Royal Albert Hall. T7.30 p.m, Tickets 5/- to 25/=.

lMay Bth/10th. Surrey Crest weekend (see P.6)

May 15th/17th. Halsway lionor Weekend. Bookings should be sent to
Michael Clark, 14 Weldon Close, Church Crookham,

Aldershot, Hants.
B 5. T e o e

Apology from the Committee - for the non-appearance of the London Branch
of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society at Cecil Sharp House on

5th April. This was because of a confusion over dates. We now hope to
be able to arrange for them to visit us in September.



