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SECRETARY'S NOTES

I think everyone who came to our last(?) Sunday Dance at Cecil Sharp House on 2nd
Nowvember will agree that it was 8 splendid occasion., e may have all been dressed

in black, with one splash of colour, but what gaiety and enthusiastic participation
from everyone! It was just like old times - over = hundred peopls enjoving themselves,
not too much room to deance (remember those days?) and a first rate M.C. in Fiona
Howarth, who cajoled us not only into coming on to the floor but also singing from a
song shest to Elton John's music, posing for & mass photograph, and generally lstting
our hair down! Many thanks Fiona, for meking our Novembar Dance such a happy snd
memorable avent.

Fiona and Jeoan Guest were the 5.I.F.D. teachers on 18th fctober on a Weekend of Move-
ment and Dance Day at the Seymour Leisure Centre, organized by the Movement and Dance
Division of the C.C.P.R. Several 5.1.F.D., members supported this event, and we hope
to have gained some useful publicity and possibly new members. A publicity display
was organized by George Sweetland and Kay Leighton.

Frences Horrocks has resigned as Chairman of the Badge Sub-Committes, after 2 lang
gpell in that office, and Kelsey Blundell will be taking her place. Frances has
dona sterling service as Chairman and I should like to thank her publicly on your
behalf for arranging so meny enjoyable Day Courses during the last fow years. As
soon as we have found a new venus for the Day Courses, these will be resumed, though
perhaps on a two=monthly basis,

At the Nowvember Committee Meeting we heard about some newly=-Affiliated Groups -
Edinburgh (leader Dennis Belford), Newcastle (leader Poppy Brewsrt), the IFDA Group
ZYC, and Romanian Rhapsody (leader Alan Mclean). Welcome to you all, and we wish
YyOU BYETY SUCCESS.

Final arrangsmahts were made at the Committse Meeting for the Annual General Meeting
on 7th December, and I look forward to meeting you thers.

AUDREY WHITELEY
Hon. Secretary

I should like to add, on bshalf of the members of the Badge Sub-Committes, our
thanks to fFrances Horrocke for all the work she has put im in arranging not only
the very sucecessful Day Courses, but alaso the Badge Examinations im the Bert Price
Praficisney Award. The work she has done has sxtended far beyond chairing the
meatings. She has put in a tremendous amount of time, and effort, and travel, in
kesping the Courses and Examinations running, and we shall really miss her on the
Sub-Committes. We wish Kelsey Blundell avery success in taking on the difficult
task of following Frances' example, and will give her 8ll the support we can,

LILY AVERY
0 ge—

40TH _ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS = LAST LAP
DANCING WEEKEND, 6TH & 7TH DECEMBEH - Ses November SIFD NEWS for full details.

6TH DECEMBER — SATURDAY TEA DANCE, 1.45 to 4.45 p.m. at Baden-Powsll House, corner of
Oueensgate and Cromwell Rpad and near Gloucester Road Station. Come in costume.
Tickets in advance or at the door £2. (Lunch at B.P.House £3.30, evening meal £2.75).
After the Tea Dance you can go along (preferably not by car!) to Oxford Strest and
Regent Strest and ses the wonderful coloured Christmas lights display. In the evening
is the Zivka Firfov Party (tickets in advsnce only).

7TH DECEMBER. S5.I.F.D. A.G.M, at 4.30 p.m. in the Hampstead Acom, Y.W.C.A. Greak
Rusgsell Streat, London W.C.1., follewed by the Sunday Dance at 7 p.m. M.C.: Simon Guest.

Do coms and support us at both damces = as well as the A.G.M.

Mugs. All the first issues of muos have now been sold, including some 'seconds'. I an
hoping the new design mugs will be on sals at the dances on 6th and 7th December.

KAY LEIGHTON
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HUNGARIAN FOLK DANCING

Throughout the country certain dance-types may all be found; girls' round dances,
herdsmen's dances, lads!' leaping dances, and line-of-dance styls couple dances. Thesa
form the nucleus of Hungarian folk dancing. MNewer styls dances - the UYerbunk (reeTuit-
ing) and the Cohrdds - appeared during the 17th/18th Centuriss., These lattsr wers
developments from the older styles, and contained influsnces from countries cutside
Hungary. Each of the named dance types is self-sxplanatory, but the sudden upsurge

of interest in and development of tha Csdrdds was due in no small part to an increase
in desire for a national 'identity!',

There is a close relationship between many of the figures of the Cadrdas and couple
dances of other, neighbouring, nations, for the 'naw atyle' of song and dance extanded
beyond the present borders and into modern Slovakia, Aomania and South-Slav arsas,

The basic diffarences in the dancing of Hungarian dences lies in their geographical
location, for Hungarian dance, like English apaech, falls imta regions of 'dislect'.
Although a girls' Round Dance or a Csardds may have & ssamingly 'mational' charectar
in step, hold or shapa, depending on the region of the country where it is danced so
the style of dancing will differ. In some areas, similar motifs are danced at bokh
slow and quick tempes, whilst in other areas there is & distinct change of motif
with change of speed. Saome areas dance "higher' whilst others maintain a more level
plana of movement.

In most cases, girls' dances, Ceérdés and Varbunk are based on songs which, if short,
ars repeated and 'strung' together, hence a Round Dance may involve 4 or 5 different
songs with differing metres, tempos ste. The girls sing - strongly — whils dancing,
for often the boys and the band are absent (sometimes the lure of the bar!). 1In
'olden' days, of course, the girls sang in the meadow and the Spinning Room, away
from the boys!

Hungarian dances are to be enjoyed by dancers and watchers alike, and often give the
impression of being 'staged' or chorsoqraphed. This is not necessarily sa, but often
is dus to the requirements of the motif itself so the shape of the group must change.

In a purely social situation, the Téﬁ: Hé;, onee the band strikes up (and there ars
many gifted young musicians who have reverted to the old types instruments), the dance
can go on and on and on, breathtakingly, with perhaps short periods of slowsrt motifs,
and all dance the dance according to their ouwn rangs of motifs, so that the assembled
company is all dancing but making different steps and movements. The unifarmity lies
in their all dancing in the same style. If a 'presentation' is mede, then ths group
works on a set ssquence of movemsnts,

The lovely aspect of Hungarian dancing is that it is for all, of any age, of either
sex, to enjoy according to their own rangs of mavement hath physically and technically.
In many dancea there is an opportunity for boys and girls to separate, maks their awn
stapsz and 'decorations' amd then resume dancing together, so that those with greater
expertise can snhance their anjoymant vary much.

It is NDT a difficult danmce form to BNjoy...w. by not toy it?

M SYBIL CHAPMAN

HHE
*

A  MEW ROMANIAMN DAMCE CLASS

Alan Meclean has started a new Romsnian dence class and would welcome anyone who
would like ta join., The cless is absolutely free and mests ewvery Friday in tarm
tima from 7 to 9.30 p.m. st the Central Y.W.C.A. in Great Russell Street, London,
(in the gymnasium). Alan would like as many people to come along as pnaai?le, and
to spread the word, as the class has had to make a start without the benefit aof
advertising in the I.L.E.A. "Floodlight" or the local Institute prospectus (owing

to the fact that the hall has only just bscome availabls).
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"DAMCE WITH THE WORLDY™ LEAFLET

In this year's Publicity Report for the A.G.M., 1 have apologised to those groups
who were affected by the computer printing errors in the 1986 issue of the above
lepaflat, particularly to Havering Group whose entry disappeared entirely, except
for the word "Wood" at the end of Herrow Group's sddress, making that incorrect also.

I took my original data from the Dance Directory which, it later became spparsnt, had
a considerable number of mistakes, i.e. some new groups weres not included, and

sama which were included were no longer in existence., In fact, I had to re-writs

the List saveral timea as these errors were brought to my attention after checking
as many Sources &3 possible, so thalt by the time the proofs were ready there was

not enough time to read them through theroughly.

So this year 1 am taking my information for the lesflet From the basic psperwork, i.e.
the application forma which groups send in for Aesociate mambership and AfFfiliation.
Can I thersfore ask all groups who think they might, for whatever reason, bs omittaed
from the current lists to contact me as soon as possible with the following inform-
ation.

&) type of group - general, ar Palish, or Greek stc. etc.
k) day of meesting, time of start, duration of class stc.
&) the address = short, please.

GEORGE SWEETLAND

Fublicity Officer
(address on pags 2)

oot e

5.I1.F.0., SUMMER SCHOOL — SWANSEA
Z5TH JULY TO 15T AUGUST 1587

I am pleased to report the current position in relation to specielist teachers:=—

SHARDINIA Anna Cidu has accepted our invitation.

NORWAY We have =ent an invitation to & teacher from Oslo and are
awaiting her reply.

BULGARIA Enguiries and preliminary invitations have been sent to Bulgaria.

If there is sufficient demand; we may also run & General Class, as we have done at
the last three courses.

I shall be looking for velumtesrs to help during the course on items such as:-

checking that teachers have all they need for their classes
looking after coach bookings

making arrangements for the costume exhibition

assisting with video-recording

possibly supsrvising a crache

colleecting outstanding debts

I shall be pleased to hear from you if (a) you are interested in a General Class,
ard (b) you would like to veluntser for some of the chores.

JACK RICHARDSONM

Dept. of Chemicel Engineering
Upiverasity College,

Swansea SA2 HPP

=



BULGARIA REWISITED

Continued from last maonth.....

The programme is printed in book form, and I mean boak (courtesy of one of Cathy's
friends who just happens to have something to do with the srganising). It lists

each stage, day by day, the arder in whieh the groups or performers appear, and the
items or tunmes they will perform. An announcer also introduces them and as soon as
one has finished, the naxt one comes on with herdly a break, and it all appears to

run very smoothly. One can stay put and watch dances and scenes enactad by village
women and listen to the singers and musicians all from one region, or one can wander
from stage to stags, savouring the different styles and costumes. Whatever the area

or group, the impression is the sams: these performers love what they ars doing, and
they do it to the very best of their ability, not with the idea of winning a gold
medal but because they are proud of their own traditions. The dancas are good, solid,
reliasble folk dances. The cirele is open instesad of closed, for the sake af the
audience and the adjudicators, but otherwise no changes have besn made. After watching
it two or three times through I fesl like Jjumping up and jeinming the end af the line
because I can follow what they are doing., It's = performance, but it's not artificial.
Many af the men look more natural and at esse in their costumes than they do in
"normal" clothes. The ladies often look as if they are in their Sunday best., There
are some youngstars among them, but the averages age is not young. My dear Gradifte
ladies in their seventies are not the exception, but there does seem to be a middle
generation missing. Thank goodness for the children's stage down in the town.

Halfway betwsen the stages, just off the beaten track, or tucked to one sids bensath

the trees, one comes across the "fringe benefits", little groups of musicians prac-
tising, or playing pursly for their own enjoyment, with people standing round listen-
ing, sometimes taking recordings. The composition af the surrounding group quistly
changss, some *eave, others arrive, but the core remains. The gathering is informal,
spontansous; they play far love. Some Peopls spend more time absorbing the fringe
benefits than they do watching the main stages. Wandering fram one srea to another
amaongst such a large crowd it seems surprising to meet others one knows, bit it happens.
I see most people I expect to see from time to time, some more often than others. I
also come across tourists from America, Japan, Denmark, Sweden, Garmany and Switzerland,
but tha vast majority are from Bulgaria. This is a Bulgarian event, not one put om far
the tourists.

On Saturday night there is to be Firs dancing in the main squars. Whan ws get thars
ws can see smoke end crowds and little else, and sventually we give up and move away.
I'm glad I've seen some already, so-I'm not as disappointed as I might otherwise have
been. On Sunday night it's all guer for anothsr five years. The rastaurant is pack-
ing up, the fast food stalls have gone and the town centre is quist. There is a sad
and abandoned air hanging over everything. 1In the morning we take a last strall and
find the blacksmith and the weaver at work. Thers iz a slight delay while Henk, our
travel agent, halps a fellow country-woman with officiels and documents. (She's not
travelling with us and Henk doesn't have to help, but being Henk he does) and then
we'ra off back te Sofia for one last shopping expedition and one last night.

In the morning it's difficult to fit averything into the coach because of the luggage
we seem to have acquired. e have swapped ane set of presents for another, =a pack-
ing has been just as problematic as ususl. Eddy and John have both had to buy an extra
suitcase and there's a tapan rolling around as well., A= usual, the airport is crowded
but this time thers is no delay.

Home again after an unforgsttabls Fortnight. I ean't setls to watech the television,
not even to fall asleep in fromt of it. I den't fancy cornflakes for breakfast., I
think I must be suffering frem withdrawal symptoma,

Do godina. Till next year.

FRANCES HORROCKS

=h=



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR...
Dear Lily,

I should like to express my thanks to the ladies of Lykion ton Hellinidon for
tha most enjoyable and rewarding workshop which they organized on 25th October, It
truly was something aspecialy there were instruections on the dances taught, and tapes
of the accompanying music, and throughout the day a never=failing supply of free drinks!

Our lesader, Mary Stassinopoulos = what a delightful dancer she is = took us
through a wide range of dances from various regions of mainland Greece and the Islands.
In some dances, for example 5ta Ouo from Epirua, the steps are very asimple, but it is
one thing to do the steps and quite another to parform the dance, for in Greek dancing
style, musical interpretation, and artistic expression are everything. To someans
lacking in artistic ability as much as I am, these are most elusive gualitiss, but
it was most pleasing and inspiring to be in the company of Mary and those other very
fine dancers, Lilian Galatis and Eline Antonakou, who were unstinting in their and-
savouras to help us. In some of the technically more difficult dances we were stretched
both mentally and physically. The beswildering Levendikos fraom Macedonia, and the fast
and furious Pentozali from Crete, aptly named 'Dizzy Dance', left me, at lesst, with
the impression that there is a great deal of work to be dome before even the ateps can
be performed correctly, and that is without any consideration of atyles eto.!

The crypt of S5t.Sophia's Cathedral provides a fine setting in which to perform
the dances of Gresce. \Venerable leaders of the Orthedox Church of past years loogked
down on us from their portraits sround the walls, and is it too fanciful to thimk that
they might have approved of our presence thers and, mayba, have given thair blessing?

Yours sincerely,

ROY GOODWIN
122 Molewood Close, Cambridge CB4 355

mEEE s

Oear Editor,

Good news! Margaret and Nigel ﬂllenhy—:aff; hope that the next book in theiv
Europsan Folkdance Series (Denmark) will be asvailable soon after Christmas. The
main reason for the delay in the publication of this book is that each book has tno
finance the publication of the successive book, so for those of us looking forward
to future books in this series; the more books bought, the sconer more will he pub-
lished. Therefore, I would remind you (in time for Christmas) that copiss of their
book on The Netherlands are available at £10.50 plus £1.50 postage & packing from:-
Mr. & Mrs. N.Allenby-Jaffe, Lamberts Halt, Kirby Malham, Skipton, Yorkshirs. This
book includes chapters on the historicel, geographical and cultural background of
the Netherlands, its costumes, music and imstruments, and has written descriptions
of twelve dances with music.

The book on Denmark will be svailable from the above address as soon as it is
printed (it has been proof-resd, so it is all up to the printers now). A book on
Portugal is inm preparation, but do remember that its publication depends upon sales
of "The Netherlands" and "Dermarkt™!

DAWN WEBSTER
"Carr Croft", Moor Lane, Menston,
Ilkley, W.Yorks.

BT EE

I have recelved & Trian ¥ letter Tom Mra. Ruth Cotaon (nee Sharp) im Australia,
Ruth says she enjoys reading the SIFD NEWS and keeping in touch, She sends greetings
to muaryona,

—Tem



TRADITIOMAL GREEK DANCES

As must be well known, Greece 1s a Balkan country largely surrounded by the sea
{Ionian to the West, Aegean to the East, Mediterranean to the South) and bordering
Albania, Yugoslavis and Bulgaria to the Morth and Turkey to the East.

The Morthern regions of THRACE and MACEDONIA affer a full range of dances: slow anes
like Dhimitrouls (M) or guick ones like Mikri Eleni (M) or Paidouska (Th.), danced

in an open circle or in couplas facing =sach othear Iaa in Andikrystos (M)ar Synga-—
thistos (Th.)}. 1In thess areas we have a variaty of handholds and lots aof arm movea-
ment, Apart from the typical loosely joined arms aor the 'W' hold, thers are & lot

of belt-basket-hold (as in Zonaradhikos (Th.), then either abrupt arm movements
(Tsestos ar 5tris (Th.) or smoother mouvements (as in Lenim'Thimais Ffrom the same area).
Consequently we have a huge variety in music, rhythms and groups of instruments; the
pear—shaped lyra accompanisd by a big drum called dshares, different kinds of gaida
(kind of bagpipe), flojera (end-blown flute) accompanied by various vase drums
(toubsleki) zournas (primitive form of oboe), clarinet, grouping with violin and lute
or guti and, in Western Macedonia only, brass bands. The chythm of the dances variss
from the extremely simple (e.g. Paidouska in 2/4 (Th.) ta the more complicated (e.g.
Kale Maria (M) in a very slow 7/8), Levendikos (W.M.) mads up of intertwined 7 and 5
beat phrases with an underlying 3-best phrass common to both groups: 2+2+3+3+2).

Many times the dance-song begins in a very slow tempo and evolves to a very fast one
(as in Gaida (M)). Peasant women's costume consists usually of a rather short and
narraw thick cotton chemise with different kinds of coat dresses and heavy woollan
type of coats (sigouni) with headdresses tisd in a unigue varisty of intriecate ways
(2.0. costumes from Gidhas and Episcopi in Macedonia or from Metaxadhes in Thrace)
and lots of jewellery. Men wear simple costumes consisting of a kind of dark-coloured
woollen trousers and various waistcoats,

Moving further to the South amrd West, we come to the mountainous ragion of EPIRUS.

The dances thers retain & unique, heavy, slow and dignified styls in warious rhythms
(e.g. Zagorissio in 5/4 (2+3), Sta Tria in 4/4, Sta Dhio in 2/4, Fyssouni in 9/8 ete.)
The high infertile mountainas of EPIRUS compelled the male inhabitants to migrata
abroad, sspecially at the turn of the century. The sorrows of exile and the yearning
for the absent beloved ones is reflected in the rather sombre atyle of music and sing=
ing. The clarinet accompanied by wiolin, lute and defi (kind of tambourine) prevails
in EPIRUS but ane should mention the polyphonic songs = unique in Greece = of Northecn
EPIRUS which many times accompany dances like Sta Dhio. In EPIRUS men wear sither a
kind of black or whits woollen trousers (mainly in the region of JANNINA) or a kind

of black woollen foustanslla (wide, pleated kind of skirt typical in METSOVOD and
VOVOUSEE; tsarouhia (shoes with a pom—pom) are worn with both costumes. Women's
costume offers a greatsr variety, but the prevailing element is a kind of sleevelsss
long coat made of a thick, woollen material and heavily decorated either with ribbons,
red cord and red belt (e.g. flocata of the ZAGHORI costume) or with goldsn cord {liks
the slaborate pirpiri of the urban costume of JANNINA), In many places (=2.09. in the
villages of SOULI or in KALRYTES) even the women wear tsarouhiam and this is reflectad
in the style of their dancing.

Coming to THESSALY and STEREA HELLAS (or ROUMELI) one finds a gimilarity with Epirot
dances in the mountainous aress contiguous te EPIRUS. The fertile plains of THESSALY,
howsver, are occcupied in a great part by the Karagounidhes, famous for theirc heavy
women's costums and for their unigque dance Karagouna, (consisting of & slow and heauy
part in 4/4 and of a faster one in 2/4}. 1In EASTERN THESSALY at the coast (PELION,
WOLDS, TRIKERI) the styls of dancing and music is nearer to that of tha naighbouring
islands (e.g. different kinds of Syrtos, Pelionitikos). Dances based on the dance
Sta Trie are found in both regions and Tsamikos is very popular too, sspecially in
ROUMELI. A Kompania of clarinet, violin, lute and sandouri (a struck dulcimer) is
very common, but one should mention here the famous zourna players from the PELION
villages and the zourna accompanied by the daouli (a huge side drum) in ROUMELT.

In the Southern part of Greecs, PELOPONNESE, Tsamikos and Kalamatianos prevail.
Women's costume in ROUMELI varises again greatly but the slesveless woollen coat
(sigouna) is common to most villages, The urban costums in PELOPONNESE became a

-
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Contd...

court dress during Queen Amalis's reign (middle of the 19th century) and is now vary
widaly known as tha "Amalia™ costume. The men in ROUMELI and PELOPONNESE wear diff-
erent kinds of foustanella with various types of waistepats (e.g. femsli, ghilaki estc.)
In the islands it is Ballos and Syrtos which prevail in various forms. It should be
noted that the music and dances of the IONIAN ISLANDS; which were never under the
Turkish yoke, are performed in quite & western stvle. Remarkable too is the charactere
istic baskest=hold of the DODECANESE (as in Issos from KALYMNDS) with some clockwise
dances (e.g, Zarvos from KARPATHOS) or their bouncy Scustas (e.g. Sousta from AHODES,
Sousts from SYMI).

In the IODNIAN ISLANDS they use the violin gecompanied by guiter, while in CYCLADES

of the Aegean Sea the violin is accompanied by a lute. 1In the islands near the Turkish
coast (SAMOS, CHIOS, LESBOS) = Kompania of clarinet, lute, violin and sandouri is commar ,
while in the DODECANESE & pear-shaped lyra accompanied by a lute is still heacd,

In all the islands men wear the vraka (a kind of baggy trousers) in various versiona.
Women agein offer a great veriety of costumes often mades of expensive silk materisls
brought from abroad. Sometimes they wear boocts, whether simple as in RHODES, or
colourful most typically in KARPATHOS.

In CRETE, the biggest island in Greecs, tha style of music, dancing and costume is
unique. The best known dances of this island are: Syrtos from HANIA (Haniaotikos

Syrtos), fast and slow Pendozali, Maleviziotiko and Sousta, Pear-shaped Cretan lyra
accompanied by lute is the typical instrumentation for these dances now, but in previous
years a local type of flute called mandoura, or & kind af bagpipe called askomandoura
wers quite cammon. Women wear bagogy trousers underneath a white chemise covered by a

red pleated half skirt; a dark coloursed short Jacket embroidered with golden cord is
worn on top with & knifs stuck in their red belt. Man wear the wraka made of blue felt
with & white chemise and white boots. Their costume is much more slaborats by comparisan
with the vrakes of the other islands.

Finally, the music and dances of the refugees from PONTOS (the Black Sea Coast) from
Asia Minor; from European Turkey as well as those of CYPRUS must also ba regarded as
part of the Greek tradition. The dances from PONTOS are unigue for their trambling
style and they are dancad mainly to the accompaniment of their ractangular lyra (e.g.
Tik, Kotsari, Lemona, atc,). Hassapiko originally danced by the butchers inm CONSTARN-
TINOPOLIS is now spread all over Gresce, whils all sorts of face to face dancea, like
Karsilamas, Ballos, ars performed in & quite oriental style. In CYPRUS,single sax
coupla dances iﬂndikrgstui}, 8 local Zeibekiko, a dignified Sytro and men's solo
dances (e.g. Horos to Dhrepaniou — sickle dance) are danced with much grace, elegance
and modesty,

Gensrally, the styls of Graek dancing is easy, natural, dignified, upright with the
bedy moving always as a whole. The dances are mostly dome in an open cirele, but

some of them are performed inm & closed circle (8.g9. in the village of NED MOMASTER]

in ROUMELI on 1st January). There are also many couple dances and some solo ones
(e.9. Tostis from CYPRUS). Gresk dances do not demand great physical sxsrtinn,(ax-
cept for those performed by men) and ars suitable for all ages. Anybody interested

in dance will be surely overwhelmed by the richness of veriety of the Gresk tradition,
while the fact that it is still a living tradition with ever changing forms and vast
scope for expressive improvisation will be a refreshing change from the "folk dancing®
of those other countries where it has become a fossil set in organised performance.

MNATHSSA LEMOS

Quite a lot of these Gresk dences will be danced at the Gresk Party on 5th Decembar
(See What's On). ED.

ALL MATERIAL FOR PUBLICATION IN THE JANUARY ISSUE OF SIFD NEWS MUST BE RECEIVED
BY THE EDITOR IN WRITING BY 15TH DECEMBER.
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FOLKDANCE COURSES IN SWITZERLAND

27th Dec. 1986 to 18t Jan, 1987
FOLEDANCES FROM HUNGARY, with Julia and Farenz Birao
FOLKDANCES FROM YUGOSLAVWIA, with Francis Feybli
31st Jan,1987 to st Feb. 1987
Weekend Course, FOLKDAMCES FROM ISRAEL, with Jonathan Gabay
Information regarding the above from VUTAW, Pastfach 2/CH B332, Russikon/ZH. Switzerland.

Or telsphone (Switzerland) 01 954 DO 77 or 01 954 03 55 (Int.23). Applications to be
sent as soon 88 possible.
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FOLKDANCE COURSES IN FRANCE

Inter Groupe Folklorss are crganizing the following courses. Weould anyone interested
in attending, please write during December. dnly courses for which sufficient imterest
is shown will go ahsad. If enough spplications sTe received in Decamber, and the
courses go ahead, then spplications will still be accepted aftar December. Thay hope
to see more "Britannigues™ at their courses in Ffuture.

Dates Country Location Approx. cost
21=28 Feb.'87 Yugoslav France 1400/1500 Francs
19=-26 Apr.'B7 Berry/Hungary Vesdun(France) 1400/1500 "
bea. July 'B7 Polish Poland 2000 1
beg. July 'B7 Swedish Sweden 2000,/2200 s
12-19 July 'B7 Breton/S.W.France  Gironde (Francs)  800,/900 i
beg. Aug, '47 Romanian Romania 2000/2200 "
beg. fAug.'d7 Romanian music Romania 2000,/2200 n
10-20 Aug.'s7? Hungarian Hungary 2000/2200 u
10-20 Aug.'87 Portuguese Portugal 2000/2200 o
end Aug.'B7 International Beauvoisin (France)1400/1500 "

The address to write to is: Inter Groupe Folklores, 471 Rue de la Butte aux Cailles,
75013 Paris, France. Tel: 1/5B0 36 28.
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NEWS FROM WEST WALES

At long last some S.I.F.D. members have taken us at our word and dropped in, though
when Cynthia and Roy Lewis were grested with a blanker thsn usual face, for a moment
they probably wished they hadn't! Truly, Vic and I were delighted to see tham and
welcome them to our home, and thanks to their company wa spent a lovely weskend with
them, the first of many we hope. The weekend had anothar first for us as it markad
the resurrection of my lsading an Intscnational Folkdanes Group (perhaps we should
call ourselves the Phoenix International ete.).

I had booked the clog dancer and his Family from ocur Welsh Folkdance Group to per=—
form in the village annusl concert to raise money for the K.5.P.C.C. but Four weeks
before the date he had to cancel on medical grounds, This laft me with a problem,

I couldn't invite the Glan Claddau group ss they were too many for our tiny staoge,
80....,ultimately I decided to do something mysslf. Thers was gquite & lot of interest
but becauss of the half-term date, 1littls aveilability. Howsver, I gathered together
three friends, one of whem wasn't really available but would stand by me if all slse
failad. They learned Sicilian Tarantalla, Raksi Jask and Fyrmannadans, and practised
with great enthusiasm in various venuss.... the wool mill....the hospital recreation
hall....our living room. The laocal scheol lant me tambourines; my Bormia (Italy)
costumes came out of the loft, and the accessoriss for the men's costumes were
successfully made, Meanwhile, I was still trying to find anothar man, and remembar-
ing how they said they would love to help me start a group down herse, I contacted
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Newport Intermational Folkdance Group. MNow Fate Is & funny thing because Mark Howsll
of the Newport Group had already booked & long weekend breek which coincided with our
date and would be staying Just four miles sway. He practised the danmces in Newport
and joined the rest of us for an on-stage rehesrsal a fsw hours before the concert.
Fantastic!

Result.... my "wouldn't let me down" friemd went to her relations! wedding; Mary,
Simon, Mark and I danced for joy, end Cynthis and Roy sat in the audiesnca. & Ffeuw
days later the 'phone was ringing with reguests for a group to get started and last
week eight of us had an International session, I am going to try and parsuade at
laast some of them to join the 5.I.F.D. s I am sure they would be interasted in its
activities. UWish us well.

SUE CLARK

P.5. Sorry, Cynthia and Roy, for leaving you an the doorsten!

P.P.5, Truth is stranger than fiction. That same weekend another Welsh Folkdance
Group was acting hosts for a Men's Choir from......Bormio, Northerm Italy! So Vie
and I were able to go to one of their concerts and renew ald acquaintances and make
arrangemsnts for further supplies of the special materials to be sent over for extra
costumes.
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A _RESIDENTIAL WEEKEND OF INTERNATIDWAL FOLK DANCING

Members snd friends of the S,I1.F.D. are invited to book now for a weekend at The Hill
Residential College, Abergavenny, in Guent, South Wales, from Fridey, 3rd April, to
Sunday, 5th April 1987, Folkdancing from various countriss will be taught, prectised
and enjoyed by an expected fifty enthusiasts of international dancing. The WUest Mide
lands Branch of the 5.I.F.D. hsve had residential weekends every two years since 1962
but this is their first visit away frem the Midlands.

Bookings are now open to members and friends of the 5.1.F.0. and it is hoped that this
will be an opportunity for members in the South and London to mest fellow members from
the provinces who may not normally be able to attend London functions. Among the
teachers over the weskend will be Menad Bucaniec, who will take us through some Croatian
dances; thers will also be Hungarian, Romanian and Israeli dances taught or revived,
It is also planned tou have plenty of time for general folkdancing so that favourites
can be sharsed and details swapped. For musicians, there will be a practice workshaop
where instrumental skills can be explored,

The Hill is set in 17 acres of landscaped grounds, and the hills and woodlands of
the Brecon Beacons National Park nearby will enable walkers to ramble at lesisure,
All meals will be provided (including morming coffee snd afternoon tea) and those
needing special dists should indicate when baoking. Single and double bedrocms are
available, so again preference should be indicated. The overall cost is £50 per
person, and on booking, a payment of £10 is reguired. Another payment of £20 is
requested by 1st January, and a final payment of £20 by the end of February. Facil-
itiss of The Hill include a bar lounge and a television lounge for those ralaxing
from dancing.

The wesekend will commence at 4,30 p.m. on the Friday, with an sening meal at 7.15 p.m.,
and conclude at 3.30 p.m. on the Sunday. The Hill (tel: D873 5221) is situated ta the
Morth of Abesrgavenny, which is sccessible from the M.4, M.5 and M.50 motorways. The
railway station is South of the town, Bookings (with diets and room prefersnce indi=
cated and £10 deposit) should be sent to the Secretary, Dennis Hunt, 27 Baginton Ad.,
Styvechale, Coventry, CU3 63X. Tel: 0203 413854,

CENNIS HUNT
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Az some members were kind and oenerous =nough to buy draw tickets to help us raise
the necessary £2,000 sponsorship far my son, Finn, to take up the place he =arned
an Operation Raleigh, I thought they might like to know that he had an extremely
interesting, worthuhile, hardworking time in Northern Australis, We are all most
grateful to everyone who helped, and if there is enyone interested to read more about
hisz part in the "Four Year Round tha World Expedition”, please ask me for a copy of
his report. Thanks aogain.

DIKI GLEESON

Dak Lodos, Thaobalds Parck Rd.,

Enfisld, Middx ENZ 98N
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"ILLAGE DANCE MUSIC FROM AROUND THE WORLD™

Musicians among our membsrs may be interested to know of a book published in America
under the abowe title., The book features 20 folkdance melodiss, sach ane Fram a diff-
erant people (=ic), arrangsd for recorders in trio, quartet and mixed ensembls, and in
the musical styls of the culturss from which they come; suggestions, tuns by tuna,

Far wsing edditicnal instruments for melody, harmony and accompaniment - guitar, auto-
harp, accordion etc.; 48 pages with an attractively designed cover; more than 4000
words of written material in the form of lyrics, poems, quotatians, musical directions,
axplanations and descriptions that relats music to danea, The book is availabla from
Richerd and Karen Geislar, 15181 Ballantree Ln., Grasa Yalley, CA.95949, LI,5.4.

Price $10 plus postage.

Printed below is an excerpt from the book:-
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SUNDAY DANCES at Y.W.C.A., Great Russell Street, London W.C.71. (Gueen Mary Hall).
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WHAT

Dec.

Nat.

Dac.

Dae.

Dec.

Dec.

Deoc.

Ouc.

Dac,

Jan.

JErn.

Sth

Gth

Bth

TR

12th

13th

14th

Dec. 7th M.C. Simon Guest
Jan. 4th M.C. Janet Woolbar

Admission: £2.20 for 5.I.F.0. members, £2.B0 for non-members,

+
b
+

GREEK PARTY organized by Lykion ton Hellinidon at 5t.5ophis's Cathedral,

London, from 7.30 p.m. onwards. Tickets £5 including food end wine, As
numbers will be limited, please ring either Mrs. C.Vergos (01 486 3430)
or Mrs L.Galatis (01 997 5729) to reserve tickets,

S.1.F.0, TEA DANCE at Baden Powell House, (uesensgates, London 5.W.7. 1.45 to

4,45 p.m. Admission £2, children 11 years and under, fres:; half-price for
12=15 years inclusive, GSae page 3.

ZIVKO FIRFOV GROUP DANCE PARTY at Moorfislds School, Bunhill Row, London

Eilaley 7 to 10,30 P.m. Admission £5, by ticket only, available from
Margaret Joyner, 113 Hartswood Rd., London W12 9NG. Cheques to be made
payable to Zivko Firfov Group. Please enclose s.a.e,

S.1.F.0. AMNNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 4.30 p.m, at thes Hampstead Room, Y.W.C.A.,

Great Russell Strest, London W.C.1.

CHRISTMAS PARTY at Barnet Intermational Folkdance Club, Hadley Memaorial Hall,

Hadley Highstons, B p.m. Music by Dunav Balkan Group. Food & wine.

BALKANPLUS CHRISTMAS DANCE at Swiss Cottage Community Centra, 19 Winchestar

Ad., London N.W.3. M.C. Fiona Howarth. Music by Dunav Balkan Group: other
musicians welcome. Admiasion £2 including light refrashments (seasonal).
Come in costume. Further details from iz Mellish, 01 B63 TBO7,

ISRAEL FOLKOANCE ASSOCIATION MOMTHLY SOCIAL DANCE at Sternmberg Centre, A0

East End Rd., London N.3., B p.m.

19th/21et WEEKEND AT DUNFORD HOUSE, MIDHURST. Enguiries to Jack Richardson

22nd

Ird

3rd

(address on page 5).

WYCOMBE FOLKDANCE CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY at Sir Williem Ramsey School, Rose

Avenue, Hazlemere, near High Wycombe, 8 p.m. Admission £1 including re=
freshments., All are welcome.

HALFDAY COURSE and MEW YEAR DANCE organized by Merry Andrew Folkdance Club,

2,30 to 6.30 p.m. Secottish Dance Workshop, Teacher: Lorraine Chasa. £1.50
(bring snack or visit cafa). 7 to 10,30 p.m. General Dancing imeluding
Amsrican Squars, English and Intermational, £2 including food, Joint ticket
(Course & Danes) £3. Sherard Hall, resr of United Reformad Churchy Court Rd.,
Eltham., 'Buses 21, 108, 124, 126, 160, 161, Eltham Well Hall Station.
Parking easy, Enquiriaa: 06B9 71494,

NEW YEAR PARTY orgenized by Croxley Green International Folk Dancers at

Malvern Way Infants School, Malvern Way, Croxley Green, near Watford, Herts.
7.30 to 10.30 p.m. Please come in costume. If you've oot nothing on?, still
come! Admission £1.50 including refreshments, Tel: Watford 41441 or 28080,
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A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR s
GOJAN KRISTNASKON KAD FELICAN NOVIRRON S
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