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SOCIETY FOR INTERMATIONAL FOLK DANCING

Editor: Lily Avery, 16 Willow Drive, Little Common, Bexhilleon=Sea, East Sussex
TN39 4PX. Tel: Cooden (04243) 5866,

—

Tha fyping is donme by Lily Avery. The printing, packaging and posting is done by
Douo and Maureen Wells.
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This month's cover is by Lesley Boorer. Ue recently received s

request from one of our very youngest members (agad 8) for another
cut-out doll, and Lesley has kindly produced this excellent Cretan
lady. Tha man to partner her will be in a subeeavent iseue pf
SIFD NEWS, Kesp the dolls - we hope to have more costumss later
for your children, grandchildren{!) or pupils to colour.
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CHATRMAN 3 Janet Woolbar, J4A Prestwood Avenus, Kenton, Harrow, Middx. H&3 BJZ.
SECRETARY: Audrey Whitelay, 16 De \ere Waelk, Wetford, Herts WO1 38E. Tal:Watford 22160,
TREASURER: Judith Holloway, 2B Shepherds 3d., Wstford, Herts WD1 THX.

MEMBERSHIA SECRETARY: Alan Morton, 26 Durham Rd., Harrow, Middx HA71 4PG. Tel:01 4278047

DEMONSTRATION SECRETARY: Kay Leighton, 9 Barnas Rise, Kingas Langley, Herts WD4 BAN.
Tel: Kings Langley 62763

PUBLICITY OFFICER: George Sweetland, 2B Hayes Court, Camberwell New Rd., London SES OTC
Tel: 01 7Ot 3785,

GROUPS LTIATSAON OFFICER: Alan Mclean, & Epsom Close, Mortholt, Middx. Tal: 01 422 6498,
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WoULD ANY MEMBERS WHO CHANGE THEIR ADDRESS PLEASE NOTIFY THE MEMBEASHIP SECRETARY.
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Enquiries and orders for books, records and cassattes shauld be sent to
Joan Rackham, 16 Bathurst Avenue, London S.UW.19,

Car stickers are available fraom Judith Holloway (address sbove), 30p each
(please send s.a.e. 4" squara)

S.1.F.D. T=shizts in various designs and sizes available from Kay Laightaon
(address above)., Alsa availabls from Kay are copiss of "The History of tha
S.1.F.D.", price £1.50 or £2 by post.

—plo=—

ALL MATERIAL FOR THE DECEMBER ISSUE OF 5,I.F.D. NEWS MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE EDITOR
IN WRITING &Y 15th NOVEMBER



SECRETARY'S NOTES

It was good to see Kelsey Blundell at the Norwegian Day Course last month after
her enforced sbsence from Socisty activities. GSome of her friends had clubbed
together to buy her a radio tslephone to make her life easisr, and this was pre-
gented to her with much affection.

We learned at the October Committse Meeting that so far this year we have about
a3l new members, to whom we give a hearty welcome.

Please don't forget that you carn still buy a Sesason Ticket far the Sunday Dances.
This concession now runs from the date of purchase, and it gives you entry to 12
Dances for the price of 10.

"Now is the time for all good men (and women!) ...."

Nominations for next year's Officers and Committes are to date non-sxistant.
Neminations and motions for your Annual General Meeting need to be sent to me
by 9th Movember. It is your Socisty!

AUDREY WHITELEY
Hon. Secretary

— O e

THE LORD MAYOR OF WESTMINSTER'S BIG PARACE
15T JANUARY 1988, 2 TILL 4 0.,

Aleng Berksley Street, Piccadilly, to Picecadilly Circus, up Regent Stresst, scross
Oxford Circus to Langham Placs, fortland Place, =snd end in Park Crescent.

There will be at least fourteen bands in the Parade, from America, Britain, Germany
and Holland, majorettes, baton twirlsrs, pom gom girla and drum majors.

The S.1.F.D. have been asked if we would liks to take part ip this Parade, which
will be covered by Amarican television and, we hope, British television as well,
I am asking various groups if any of their members are interestad, and through our

SIFD NEWS I am suggesting the ides to any of aur members who want to ceolsbrate the
New Year in an unusual way.

Most of the bands will be marching, interspersed with flosts and other mobile enter-
tainment. We could perhaps manage a coversd fleat with some musicians, anmd 3 f=u
dancers whe could take it inm turns to dancs in a limited arsa. e szhould also nead
same sort of amplification, I should imagine.

Details are not yat asttled, so plesss lst me know if you have good idsas, and ars

willing to help. By the time this reaches you, we will not actually have very much
tima!

KAY LEIGHTOM
(address and telsphone number on nage 2).

— 0 —

WEST MIDLANDS BRANCH OF 5.I.F.D.

Dance Groupsa:

"Selpar" classes on Tuesdays, 7.15 P.m. &t Selly Park Schenol, Pershora
Road, Stirchley, Birmingham, Tutor: Sybil Chapman.

"Heart of England" Internetional Folkdance Group mest on Wednesdays,
7.30 p.m, at Lyndon Schaol, Daylesford Road, Solihull,

"Arden" International Folkdance Group mest evary Tuesdsy sxcaept the
second Tuesday of the manth at the Willage Hall, Station Road, Balsall
Common, near Coventry, 7.30 p.m.

FuEtEer details of these activities from the Sacretary of West Midlands Branch of
S.[.F.0., Dennis V.Hunt, 27 Bagintan Ad., Stywvechals, Coventoy CV3 63X, 0203 413854
i,



LETTER TO THE EDITOR..us.

Oear Lily,

May I, yet again, beg space in the S5IFD NEWS to say a vary big Thank You to
all those kind friends who contributed to the gift of a cordlass telephora. It was
a lovely idea and extremely generous on everyone's part. I expected to experience
a bit of an anti-climax on coming home from hespital, but I am still receiving
cards and flowsrs and goodwill messages, and now this! I fesl very overwhelmad by
people's kindness to me.

Tha telephone, plus a contribution towards the cost of installation, was pre-—
sented to me at the Neorwegian Day Course last manth, Needlsss to say, I didn't fesl
quite ready yet to tackle the Reinlender, either with Jack or Bnyone elss, but I did
attempt the song dance = sort of - almost crippling my partner in the process who,
bless him, carried an amiling regardless!

It was a very enjoyable day, and Janet Waolbar did an sxcellent job in re-
capping 2ll the Norwagian dances taught at Swansea, I hope that many of tham will
find their way into the regular repsrtoirs st 5.1.F,D. Punctions,

Tusen tusen takk pg hilsa fra

KELSEY BLUMDELL

65 Lonsdale Avenue, Londen £5 337.

S | s -

DAY COURSES

Members who asksd for day courses for these living "in the North" will he plaasad
to hear that, following the General Day Course arganized by Loidis Group in Lseds
in October, Julis Korth is organizing the following day coursss at Ormskirk, Tha
countrias have been cheosen to help those wishing to learn the dances which are in
the syllabusss for the "Balkan" Silvar Badge examinations but of courss are open
to everyone, whethsr or not they intend to take tha examinations.

Sunday, 8th Now, 1987 YUGOSLAY DAY COURSE Tutor: Judith Holloway
Sunday, Gth Dac, 1987 GREEK DAY COURSE Tutor: Lillian Galatis
Sunday, 10th Jam. 19EE ROMANIAN DAY COURSE Tutar: Rod Perkins
Sunday, 14th Feb. 1988 BULGARIAN DAY COURSE Tutor: Frances Horrocks

sunday, 13th Mar, 1988 Repetition of all dances. Tutors Julis Karth (with help!’

The courass will all Be held at Uemskirk, in the Edge Hill College of Higher Education
(2asily accessibls through Lancashire's network of matorwaya!), 10,30 a.m. to 4,30 A.m
Minimum numbers have been recruitad to make the coursss viable, and Juliz would wel-
come any other Balkan snthusissts who would like to join them. For further informe—
ation, plsase contact Julie at 0042 431141,

== g

THE "MWEWS™ AT CECIL SHARP HOUSE LIBRARY

Members may remember that I mads an appeal for nld copies of SIFD NEWS, following
&8 request from the Librarian of the E.F.D.5.5. who was prompted by a suggestion
from Eddis Thaomas.

Gladys Gaskell, & founder membar of the 5,I.F.D., donated a seriess going back tno
the =arly aixties and genarously paid the substantial postage needed ta sand them
to me. Liz 8ridle, ansther sarly member, was very helpful in supplying a number of
copiems missing from the series, so that it is nouw complets and is deposited at
Cecil Sharp House. The Lihrarian expressed his appreciation of the S5.I.F.0.'s

Co—operation, and wishes me to say that he would welcome any of our members who
might wish to consult them in the futurs.

I would like to offer my grateful thanks te Gladys and Liz for their assistance,

GEORGE SWEETLAND
-



RITUAL DANCES

Ritual dances were evolved for a purpose. That is, toc sccomplish a specisl wish,
or te strive to bring to man a vital necessity. These necessities were: food,
sheltar, safety, averting evils such as natural disasters - floods, drought, sx-
cessive cold, diseases, stc. - and for the continuity of the species.

Ritual dances are legion in the werld., I menticn here a very few in ordsr to give
some sxamplas of what is meant by these dances., First, some ritual dances not using
sticks or swords necessarily, but with & similar intsnt.

ANGUIAND, Provinces of Logrono, M.E. Castille, Spain.

The “"Danza de los Zancos" (stilt dance) is performed by sight men om the afiernoon
of 21st July. A stick dance is part of ths morning festivity (before most people

are up, be it said), alsoc in the svening of the 21st, and on ths eve of the great

day. In the sarly muorning the whole willage is visitasd but at rnight the dance is

held before the Town Hall for the horour of the fMfayor and Corporation.

The dancers are dressed in multicoloured jacksts sswn with +abs of riaton, Just Like
same of ths English Morris men. They wear a wids, bright yellow skirt {the sun)
ougr stiff white petiicoats that bilicw out as they turn on their stilts, white
stockings, 2 ksrchiaf round the forshezd. The stilts are asbout 3C imches long and
are tied reund the knes and foot. Castanets are clicked during ail the stilt dance,
before the church door, in front of the status of the Patron Saint. There they per=
Form Morris dance figures {crossing over, meet from diagonal cornsrs, cast off,
figures of 8); then sach in turn ths dancers leave the group, come down some stone
steps as they are turning round without stopping; then when the procsssicn slouly
makes its way down the hill, the dancers come down too, turning, ar piveting down

on their stilts to the street below. If they fall, they are immedistely put bhack
on their stilts far "otherwiss the sun might not shins to ripen the crops". The
hill down which they turn is called Rus de los Danzantes (Street of the dancers).

PONTEVEDRA, CARRIL, REDONDELA, in Galicia, N.W.S5pain. In these three towns, seaman
form four long rows, joined together by a red cord (instead of the hilt=and=point
hand-hold), Sixteen men all facs the captain — whe is the odd number - and who holgs
the tips of the four swords held on his shoulders by the leaders of esach row. The
four leaders are the only ones with swords in one hand and the =nds of the cords in
the other. They perform sevsral figures like "bridges" aor "tunnels"., the cross, the
"ram's horns "{or doubls spirals and single spiral symbol of creation) and cast off;
at the end the four swords ars placed ggainst the neck of the captain aionifying
death by killing - a human secrifice far the prospecity of the community. (Gf coursse,
nothing bad happens ta him now!).

IBIG, CABEZON DE LA SAL, Province of Santander, MN,Spain.

Tuelve dancers, led Lv a captain, psifscm figures very similar £o a Marris dance,
Tha darcers &re in four ocws a2nd each, with Lhe axcaption of the captainm, holds a
lance, mostly above his head. The surrogate captain is the thirtesenth men and comes
last. The figure of the snail (spiral) coming last, ends in a "rosa" Bteing formed
round the surrogate captain's meck:; all to a quick runming step. Tha surrogats
climbs up on the lances, which are rsised above the hesds of the dencers, and de—
claims a short rhyme, upon which zignal, the captain placss his sword against the
thigh of thne surrogats. At that momsnt the lsmces are Jerked away from under him
and he "falls" to tha ground apparently impaled. This direct descendant of a3 human
sacrifice is gruesome to watch, as the serie effect is gnhanced by the drumming on
the first three beats of a 4~time bar, and the occcasional two-note call of the marins
conch = the "bigero". WMo other instrument is used. The marine canch is well known
as a symbol of creation., This dance is called "La Baila", which indicates a ritual.
Otherwise it would be called "El Baile" (masculine) which describes a social danca.

SAGAR DANTZA (Apple Dance), from Arizcum, Yalam of Haztan, MNavarre. At Carnival time
four men come out at daybresk and do the rounds of the village., They wear whits
cotton trousers and shirts, a coloured kerchief round the neck and an ENOTMauUS
peaked hat some 30 inches tzll, This is a2 magic hat cowsred with stripes of

Contd...



Contd...

colourad paper fringes placed horizontally round the huge conz. They look likas
out-sized witches' hats. The dancers carry an spple in each hand, the arms held
up in a crescent shape, 2s they dance round the village, stopping to perform eight
times on different ocecasions., The figures consist of crossing over with pertner,
back to back, cross aver disgonally, and a cirels. These are the figures comman
to fertility dances, or to those devotsd to "bringing in ths gpring", plentiful
crops and flocka. The instruments are the gaita (shawm) and side drum.

In men's ritual dances two sets of four men ars most common. The fact that hers
four men dance suggests that at one time eight men comprised the whole team - unlsss
four wes the originmal number, duplicated for good measure, as does happen in folk
customs. Their tall hats cannect them with the Wise Men of old, whose knowlesdge
exceeded that of other men, and thersfore it had to be "housed" in specially large
headgear - like Buddha who has to wear a bump on his head to contain his extra
wisdam.

The Apple Dance (Sagar Dantza) in Mavarre is a ritual danes far faur men only.

About forty years ago the tune of ths Appls Dance was used for a new giris' dance;
"because girls had so few dances compared with men" was the excuse niven. In the
rew dance, girls carrcy baskets of zpples on their heads - a thing nmever dene in any
gther dance. Thus the meaningful dance by men is never sesn outside the villagse,

but the new girls' purpossless dance is often ssen in publie "because it is unusual',
This new invention often wins prizes in dance compstitions, whereas the re2l Appls
Dance is never seen outside its own willage,

ARKU DANTZA {(dsnce of the arches) in Guipuzcoa, Spanish Basque Country. This is
almost ldentical with one of ths dances of our ouwn Bacup Coconut Dancers., Tha
crnate ritual dancers carry osisr arches decked either with coloursd paper binding
or with & simple tuft of ribbons at the tip of the arch. They are sight (two sets
of four) and their spiral ends up with the dancers bunched together going around
their arches in a seeming tangle (reminiscent of our Cumberland rapper dancers),
there being a handle at sach end of ths arches. They alseo perform the single-over
and single—under figures comman to many aword and atick dances. Other sites where

dances with arches are performed are Irsland, France, Italy and Valesncia {Spain)
amongst other places,

TARDETS, and other villages in ths valley of La Soula, French Pyreness. Hera,
Les Baladins and the apring dances = ar rather drama of death and reaurrection

by Les Beaux and Les Noirs = is one of the mast fascinating spring fertility per-
formances. Five main characters show off their wondarfyl "apiral” steps - what is
known as rond-de—jambe in ballet parlance and is really the "spiral" asking for
creation of new life, with the knes raised and bent - thair fabulous high kicks
and turns on the spot, snding by standing an half a glassful of red wins {tha
blood of life) = the dying of the "Horsa" charsphar (by basing castrated) who then
comes back to life bringing with him the renswsl of ratura, There ara ssveral
other characters that belong to this drama. Violet Alford desoribss them in Full
in her book, "Pyranean Festivals" (1337},

by Lucile Armstrong
From the Journal of the
Folklora Society

Repraduced by her kind permission.
Te be continued
] Qe

LATE NEWS. Membars who resceive their SIFD NEWS befora tha end of October may liks
to know that on Saturday, 31st October, the Tekeyan Cultursl Assoeciation will bs
presenting a concert of Armenian Folk Dances by ARAX Folkdance Ensembls at Logan
Hall, University of Londen, 20 Bedford Way, London W.C.7., at 8 p.m. Tickets =
£12, £10, £7, £5, £3, from Tgkeyan Cultural Asscciatiom, 01 579 2251,



S5.I.F.0 SARDINIAM & SARDANA DAY COURSE

St.Paul's Centre, Rosamore RAd., Marylsbene, London N.W.1. (off Lisson Grove,
near Marylsbons and Edguwars Road Underground Stations).

Times 10,30 2.m. to 4.30 p.m,
Data: Saturday, 14th Movember 1987.

Tutors: Judith Holloway amd Janst Woolbar
Fea: £3 for 5.1.F.D. members, £4 for non-members.

In the morning, Judith will be revising the Sardinian dances taught at the Swanses
Summer School this year. Cassettes will be on sale. MNo recording will be allowsd.

In the afterncon, Janet will be teaching Sardanas. FRAecording will be allowed; it
may also be possible to take orders for cassettss on the day,

Please bring packed lupeh. Scuash svailable, IF tes/coffee required, please bring
Your own provialons: kitchen svailzbig,

The next 5,1.F.0. Day Course (12th Oecember) will be a tevision af ths dulgarian
cances an the 5ilver Badge syllabus. GSee last menth's issus of SIFD NEWS fer iist
af dances.
*
e
+:

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Dec. 1st "BISTRITSA" Concsrt at Islington Town Hall, Upper Street, Lcndon N.7.
7.30 p.m.  Unigue ancient vocal harmenias sung By a group of villagse
women, also acloists and traditiomal instrumentalists. For the firs=
time in Britain, "The Asal Sound of dulgaria”, Presented oy the Britishe
Sulgerian Friandship Society, c/o Finsbury Library, 245 St. John Strest,
Londan EC1Y 4NB. Tel: 01 837 2204, Admission £2.503 concessicns £1.50.

Dec. 12th ZIVKO FIRFOY CHRISTMAS PARTY at Moorfislde Primary School, Bunhill Row,
Lendon E.C.1. 7 to 10,30 p.m. Admission by ticke: cnly, £5 {including
refreshments). Tickets from Fred Wwood, 43 Gillmens Ad., Orpinotcn, Kant
BRS 4LB. Tel: 0689 27363 (homs). Cheques made out to Ziukn Firfov,
g8.83.2. pleasse.

Dec. 19th BALKANPLUS, M.C. Frances Horrocks. Dthar details as faor nNev, 21st.

Jan. Ind AALFDAY COURSE and MEW YEAR DANCE organized by Marry Andresw Folkdance
LClub. 2,30 to 8,30 p.m. Workshop £1.50 (bring snack or visit cafe).
7 to 10.30 p.m. Gensrsl Dancing including Amsrican Sguare, £nglish and
[ntzrpational, £2 inclnding food., Joint tieket (Workshop & Dance) £3.
dherarg Hall, cszar of United Reformed Church, Court Rd,, Citpam, S5.E.9,
'Suses 21, 108, 124, 128, 160, 167. Citham Well Hall Statian., Parking
2asy. Enguiries: 0689 71494,

.K.
e
*

JARNET INTERMATIOMAL FOLKDAMCE CLUB will continue to mest at Church House, Wood
Strest, Barnet, at least until the snd of the year, while the rnew hall at Hadlasy
Highstone is being built, Flease nots that Recauss of langstanding bookings ws

can probably only meet on 13th and 20th November, but please check for changss.

e will be back to regular weekly mestings in December, culminating in our Christmas
Party 2n 18th December. Further information from Janet Heathfield (01 368 5345) or

me, Srian Dowsett (0992 582717).

*
Er
*

MUSIC. Two mors tumes this month from Wilf Horroeks om page 12. Pleass let Wilf
know if you have any specisl reguests for music you would like published im SIFD MNEWS,
His telgphone number is 01 542 3829,

-



Friends of Magda Ossko will be very sorry to hear that her husband, Andresw, died
suddenly last month. e would like to extend to Magda and her family our condolences
and deepest sympathy at this very sad loss.

NOTICE TO ALL GROUPS/CLASSES

Would all groups and classes pleasse nots that if they have not renswed their
Affiliation or Association membership for 1987/88 by 15th November 1987, they
will not receive publicity im the "Dance With The World" leaflet currently baing
prepared.

GEORGE SWEETLAND

EHARLBURY MACEDONIAN WEEKEND

There is something in ths atmosphere of Holland which produces sxtraordinarily

geod dance teachars. PAUL MULDERS with his own brand of humour and lively good
soirits (indefatigable) is certainly in that wonderful mould. Abovs all, he is

a real professional. Personally, I gave him A++ all round. The way he played

the music, danced and led the rhythm clapping before any teaching was wholeheartedly
applauded and sppreciated to the full by me, if no—one alse. (I have a personal
hate of being taught a dance in bits befors I heave any idea of the music or the
finished product I am aiming forl).

He managed effortlessly to keep dancing non-stop all the time, whils watching
svaryens, helping point the amphasis/dirsction/timing and then gently but very
firmly pulling up the slack and tightening our sfforts. And he certainly strove
continuously to improve and help us kesp an accurate styla sbout the dancss.

His =singing sessions were beautifully dore with maximum time singing but carefully
going over the words, meaning, and steering us successfully in two voices (even

threa ones). Great! 4nd the slide show was maost interesting, with his very detailed
and knowledgeable commentary., His command of English end the sxtansive voeabulary he
used was remarkable = sven for a Dutchman (and we have come to expect quits a lot
automatically fraom them),

Last but not least, I must also congratulate him on the excellence of his little

dance book, which included several socngs and much interssting potted information

on Macadonia. It was lovely to have the well-produced tape, full bath sides (one
side dances end the other songs). Fabulous!

So you can see you misssd & cracking weskend i you didn't make Charlbury,

Backing up the sxcellent teaching and winning personality of Paul, was the saay-
going afficient organization of Cathy Meunier in particular, sbly supported by Liz
Mellish. Between them they are becaming quite THE TEAM, quarantesing a really goaod
svent when they are at the helm., It is super to see =0 much positive Encouragemsnt
and impetus given to tha yaung dancers and this is whers the Future liss, =0, part=
ieularly if you ares young, you should lgok out for further enjoyable cpportunities,
or, better still, join Cathy's group at Camden Institute avery Monday svening.

DIKI GLEESCHN
P.5. Cathy has a few spare casssttes, £5 sach, and booklets of the dances and
songs to go with it for £3, from the Charlbury Course. Ewven if you were nokt on

the weskend, these are excellent value snd well worth it far the enjoyment of so
much lovely music and song. D.G.

-



BALKAN SEMINAR

The following lestter has been received by Jack Aichardson (and a similar one was
received by Stanm & Vera Lagden) fram Putnik Yugoslav Travel fgency in dhrid. IF
anyone has any suggestions, recommendations, etc. or would like to arganize a pariy
to go to Yugsslavia next ysar, would he/sha please reply to Putnik asccordingly.

"Daar .sass

re: SHalkan Seminar at "Macedonian Song % Dange Party 19880°
10th July = Septamber., at Chrid

It sesms to us that for Macedonian/Balkan dancing to thrive in the West, there
must bs a2 strong link betwesn you and "GERDAN" of DOhrid. "GERDAN" iz a profassional
Aalkan Folklore Crganizetion with 200 pupils from tha sge of =ight yesars up, which
supports itself by puttiing on performenczs on 2 lavel with TANETC, sll cver Westeron
furope except In the tourist season when they are busy every avaning performing in
hotel beilrpoms acound Ohrid Lake,

Why not come over between 10th July and sariy Septembor 928 Lo enjoy The lawke,
jain the damca and take new mafzrial {oz old dances osviswed if wou would cleass writs
and tell us which ones) home with you, plue csssettss and dence instouctions Tor everv
darnice taught. Mende Barskovsk: is = music teacher by oarofessism {violin, accordion
gte.), & dance consultsnt for TANETC, a Balkan dance specialist anc tsachst with folle
loare contacts all owar the Salkasns. He is =lso the Dircectcr and Dance Instructor for
TGERDANT,

To accommodate ynu in beautiful Ohrid, Mende will ask smong the tws bundred
membters of "GERDAN" or wvalunteers te take paving guests for Sszd & Braakfast., Perhaps
s8ix doliars a day. Mende thought he weould offer 2% hours of dance instzuction from
5 to 117,30 =2.m., ainging Iessons, scocordion, wiolin etc. fram 2 te 3.30 p.m. Tor
musiciansg, while Licycles for hirs will be available for the others to tour ths lake-
sida and go swimming. Theze will be another twa hours of dance instruction From 5
te 7 p.m. There will ba specislists on hand to teach the women's ateps uhers appro-
priata,

Each swvening the party is invited to join "GERDAN' at whichaver hotel they ara
performing and it iz hoped that the studants will hawve = performancs of sheir swn
to put on towards Ehe =2nd of the btwo wesks. At any rate, thers will pe a dance parby
Bvery evening with a live bane in ons or other of Lsks Chzid's luxury hetsels, There
will slso be live music far the lessons,and the instrustion to be civen in "GERDAN'!S
oractice studio {up on the nill with a beautiful visw of ths lake) will most approx-
imataly ten collars a day, but the cost can be sigrificanmtly reduced if the rnumbers
warrans it, and this is where you can advise us plssss, by writing back and talling
us what you think of tha ides. and how to rape in the eclients. Forhaps you could
print thisz letter in %hz next publication of wvour cwn Tolkdznozo journal, asking for
fgaders’ commenvs, which vou gen rslay to ua hera.

If there cauld bBe four psctiss of 100 people, sach comirg here for two weeka,
thers can be cheap chartered flights from Heathrow to Ghrid for exampls.

Perhapa you could send us a list of Balkan daness that you would like to haws
reviswad,

Bring your childremn hers for a holiday. Bring your mother. It's a pariy!
Macedonia is besutiful and in Laks Ohrid there is a fish called Pastrmks which is
ten times tastier than salmon but available at a guarter of ths price of salmon in
local restaurants. UWe can arrangs for lunch and dinner for the whols group at &
lskeside rastaurant for under tem dollars a person (less for children of courss)
if vou like.

We hope you will write back as scon as possible with any amendments to the

above plan, with your own suggestions, gquestions and, more importantly, with your

Contd....
-



Contd..s.

willing pledge to advertize effectively so as ta make our "Macedonian Song and
Dance Party" a good price for everyona,

We need your advice about advertizing in the West. Good advertizing is the kay
to our success because this is not just a Balkan Seminmar but an opportunity for ths
whole family to enjoy an unforgettable two weeks in the most bsautiful country in
the world.

We look forward to hearing from you, and I remain, at your service,

Sincersly,

NAUMOVSKI MAUM, Manager

Putnik, Yugoslav Travel Agancy,
Branch Office - Ohrid,

96000 ghrid, Macedenia, Yugoslawia.

Fe3. Would you plsass maks sure that the lady who teaches a folkdance class in
Sristol gets this information, and also Ken Ward. Thank vyou. s e

¥*
#*

AM_ANGLD-FRENCH ALLIANCE

Sunday, 16th August,uas a beautiful summer's day, just right for browsing among the
oric-a=brac stalls in the Cathedrsl Squars and recovering from a lazy lunch "al
fresco™. The afterncon's entertainment was a mixed display by the Seaford English
Folkdancing Group and Les Pollstais, the folkdance graup from the Tishing area of
Dieppe. I was in Dieppe, on 2 24=hour visit, accompanying the Seaford Group as =
general button-pusher, unofficial photographer and "hanger-on”.

I had been invited by Ray and Ginny le Croissette to dance with Interdance Eastbourne
at Birling Gap the day before, at a local fete in aid of the Birling Gap lifebeoat.

It is a lovely area, nestling among the South Downs right at the cliff adge, and we
had a lovely afternoon in brilliant sunshine, with Just the right amount of sea breeze
to keep us cool. Roy and Ginny wers also dancing with the Seaford Group in Disops

the next day and asked if I would like to go along. Who wouldn't!?

Sc we caught the 5.30 ferry, had a calm and leisurely crossing and arrived at about
midnight to a welcoming display of fireworks and fairground lights, not in honour

of our arrival, howsver: it was a holiday weekand! e were all sscorted to various
houses in and sround Disppe, where we spent Saturday night as guests of the French
group, all meeting up again on Sunday morning faor rehearsals,

The actual disslay waa sfier lunchy the sadate English dancers in their black 2nd
pale blue costumes, contrasting beautifully with the swirling rsd of the French
"fisher—folk", The girls wore red felt skirts and a blzck waistcoat and grey
panier~typs pockets as "work-wear", and brocads waistsd Jacksts for "feast days".

The men were in full beige culoties warn ovaer tight cotton troussrs, with a ced
full-skirted coat and "flowsr-oot" hat. From what my limited French allowed ms to
understand, they represented "an alliancs of the sun and the sea". 0dne of the dances,
"Les Pieds de Falaise" was written by Alain, the group leader, and was inspired by

the movement of the waves curling in along the cliffs of the North French coastline.
Seaford's original contribution was s dance "Bishopstone" written by Roy le Croissette,
and named after the village where they had opractised their dances in praparstion for
the French trips, (They had alsoc been avar in May ).

Franch dances hava not particularly appealed to me in the past, but seeing the live-
Liness and variesty of these "fishing" dancsa, I wss itehing to get up end try =ame.

Perhaps, sometime, I shall have tha opoortunity to see the group agein and mayhbes
learn some of their dances.

Long live the Seaford=Disppe Allisnce!

PAFM KHAN

—10=



5.I.F.D. ASSOCIATED CLASSES )

GENERAL INTERMATIONAL

Mondays. Beginmers. 7.30 to 9.30 p,m. in term time. Liberty Middle School, Western
Rd., Mitcham, Surrsy. Contact: Hugh Wood. Tel: 01 540 5533, (Affiliated).

Tuesdays. Beginners 7.30 to 9.30 p.m. Cheam High School, Chatsworth Ad., Cheam,
Surraey SM3 BPW. Tutor: Joy Steventon. Tel: 01 542 3831. (Merton Eark Group).

Tuesdays. 7.45 p.m. in term time. Park High Schocl, Thistlecroft Cardans=, S5tan-
more, Middx. Leader: Judith Holloway. Nearest Underground Statiocn: Canons Park,
Ring Watford 225480 for details. (Canons Folk Dancers).

Tuesdays. 7.45 to 10 p.m. in term time. University College of Swansea, Fulton House
(College House) in Senior Common Raom. Enguiriss: Joan or Jack Richardson, Tel: 0792
403153 or 205194, (Swansea University International Folkdance Group).

Tuesdays. B to 10 p.m. O0Oddfellows House, 22 The Avenus, Watford, Harts. For further
details, tslephone Joyce Sharp, Watfard (0S23) 228080, (Croxley Green International
Folkdancers Group).

uednesdays. Beginners 6 to 7 p.m, General & Advanced 7.15 to 5,15 p.m. St.Albans
Sehool, Baldwin's Gardens, londen E.C.1. Tutor: Zanet Wosloar., (Central Londcon
International Grooup).

Wednesdays. Advanced 7.30 to 9.30 p.m, Merton Institute of fdult Education, Whatley
Avenus, Merton, London SW20 9MS, Tutorn: Joy Steventon. Tel: 01 542 3831. {Martan
Park Group).

Thursdays, 7.30 to 9.30 p.m. Ourrants School, Maror Way, Croxlaey Green, near Wwatford,
Merts. Emphasis on neolactsd dances. Tutop: Audray Whitelev, Tel: 0923 224655,
(Watford Intarnationsl Folkdance Group).,

Fridays. 2 to 3.45 p.m. Croxley Grean Community Associaticm, near Barton lay,
Croxley Green, Rickmansworth, Herts. For further details, telsphone Joyes Sharp,
Watford (0923) 228CB0. (Croxlay Green International Falkdancera Groupj.

EASTERN EUROPEAN

Tuesdays. 7 to 9,15 p.m, in term time. Central Y.W.C.A, {Gymnasium), Great Russsll
S5t., Tottenham Court Rd., London W.C.1. Ths group rehearses & performs only the
dances of Eastern Europe. For infocmation contact Alam Mciean, 01 422 5498, or
Oave Cook, 01 989 9531, {Daina Group).

HUNGARTIAN
Thursdavs, 3 %o 10 p.m. in term time. In the Dance Studic, Camden Instituse of

fdult Education, Longford St., Marylebone (Wsrren 5t. Station), London. Fer inform—
ation centact Alan McLean, Tel: 01 422 6498, (Balaton Hungarizn Groupm).

ISHAEL !

Wednesdays. 7 to 9 p.m., in tsrm time. Intermediate & Advanced level. Henry Fawcett
school, Beowling Green St., Oval, London S.£.11. Tutor: Fiona Howarth. Tel: 01 460
2305, GSecretary; Jane Mockenzie, Tel: 01 542 5274. (Hame*agal Istasli Group).

SOLISH

Mondays, 7 to 9 p.m. Regional & Mational dances, Christopher Hattcn Centre,
Laystall St., off Rossbaery fvenus, London E.C.1. Tutoar: Tony Lstham, Tel: 07 992
9445. (Jacy Tacy Group).

YUGOSLAY
Tuesdays, 6.15 to 7.45 Beginners, 8 to 9 p.m. Advamced. In term time.last Squara

School, 5t.Georges Ad., Elaphant & Castls, next to Imperisl War Museum, London S.£.1,
Tutor: Ken Ward,
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B
SUNDAY DANCES at Y.,W.C.A. (Quesn Mary Hall), Great Russell Strest, Lendon g C.1.
‘\.

Mov., 1st M.C. 2ill Bransby. Interval dances will be lad by Ui Gerson.
Dec. 6th  M.C.s Jayce Sharp and Audrey Whitelsy

7 to 10 o.m. Admission: £2.50 for S.I.F.D. mambers. £3.00 for non-members.
—olo—
WHAT'S On
MNov. Gth COMNCERT, DANCE WCORKSHORP =nd a BRETOM 8AL FOLK with the Breton band, "Ti
& Tth Jaz".Friday at 2 p.m. a Concert at Exeter & Devon Arts Centre, i3

Saturday 10 a.m. to 12,30 o.m. Breton Dance Workshop £2.50; 8 p.m. Bal
Folk at Matthews Hall, Topshem, £3 in advance, £3.50 on door. Combined
Tickst, Concert & Dence, £5,50. Ticksts & further infarmation from GUM,
3 The Sguare, Exwick, Exeter, Tel: 59507 (Miks Beston). Cheques made
out to "Great Westscn Morris", s.a.s. oleass.

Mav. 7th DAY COURSE OF GEMEROL TMTERMATIONAL DANCES organized by Fainmaksrs Group.
Tutor: Jenst Woolbar. Sudmallimas |Latvia) (music on page 12), Santis
Masollke (Switzerland), Leor Chiuchech (Israel). Hegi {Basgua}, Daldans
(Gwedan), dcdoroaga (Ramania), Chutis oz 1z Fromtsra (Yexico), 3endse
vaprril (Nerway). 11 a.m. {coffee ak 10.30) to 4 p.m. 5&.Michaal’s
Church Hall, Broeduwsay, Letchworth, £2 SIFD members, £2.50 non-inswbsrs.
Coffes & sguash availabls; bring packsd ilumch or uss shoss/cates nEaroy.
Further details from HBrends Ges, 0482 55711.

Mov. 14th S.1.F.0. SARDIMIAM & SARDANA DAY CCURSE. Ses sags 7.

Mov. 14th AMMUAL GEMERAL MEFTING of 5,I.F.D. west Midlands Bramch at Ths Villags
Hall, 5tation Rd., Balsall Common, near Coventry, 6.30 p.m., followed
by an INTERMATIOMAL FOLK DANCE, 7.30 p.m. Eleections of Officers and
Committes of 10 will be the main businmess, together wiih a proposal far
a £5 annual lsvy on Member Groups. Balsall Common is on the 4452 betwsen
Birmingham and Caventry. The Branch will be hesteg by the Arzden Inter=
national Folkdarce Group,

dav. 14zh ROMAMIAN WEEKEMD DANCE COUASE with Silviy Ciuvciumis, at Hartington, Feak
& 15th Distriet. C2st £11. Accomnodation can be arrangsd at local Youlh Hostel.
Further detezils from Rhiannon Sivewright, Tel: 061 341 5333,

Naov., 21=% SALKANPLUS st Swiss Cottage Community Centrse, 19 winchaster 2d., Lsndon
Moli.3, 7 pum. ML, Liz Mellish. QCunav Balkan Group. SOther musiciars
welcome. Admissicn £2 including light refreshmsnta., Further details
from Liz Mellisk, 07 2863 7307,

Mov. 21st SOMANIAN WEEKEND COURSE with 5ilviu Ciuvciumis, at Swiss Cottags Community
: 22nd Centra, 19 UWinchester Rd., london M.W.3., Ssturday 10,20 a,m, to 5 p.m.;

Sunday 10,30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Cost £10. Limitad number of glsces for one

day only, £5. Ths total numbsr of participants will be limitad, so it

iz rmmcessary To boek inm advance. Further details and Sicksts from Ahianncn
Sivewright, Tel: 081 S54% 5382, or Liz Mellish, 01 863 7807,

Mov, 28th "MAXING & SONG & DAMCE ABOUT IT", Royel Albert Hsll, London, 2 p.m.
(Festival for Age Concern - Cezlabrating Age). 5.I.F.0O, dancers appearing
in a fS-minute item. Ticksta from 8ex GfFfice, 01 SBS 8212, £4.73, £4.25,
£3.50, £1.

Mow, 2dth GARRY KARNER will be cecming to Bristol to tzach a Day Courss, 10.30 a.m.
to 4.30 p.m. {with further general dancing until & p.m.), at Henlsaze
United Reformed Church Hall, Water®ord Rd., Bristol. Cost: Members £3.50
non=mambers £4, including drinks. Programme Tor course not yet confirmed
but probably will include more dances from Garry's two tapes (Turkish and
Remanian). MNumbers will he limited, so boaok early. Ticksts (s.a.s. please
from Hilda Sturge, 10 Carmarthen Rd., Bristol 889 4DU, Tal: 0272 621802.

1T



